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 CONTACT DETAILS                     EDITOR’S CORNER    

Have you been to the Goodwood Revival Festival in the UK?  
If you have then you are probably one of the lucky few who 
have ticked it off their bucket list.  What a splendid sight it 
must be to see the old cars parading and folk dressing up in 
vintage clothes, looking the part of days gone by.  On pg.5  
you can read about an entertaining event some of the
‘little people’ took part in.

On the subject of ‘miniatures’, Norman Ewing happily 
informs me his MG pedal car (for sale last month), has gone 
to a good home ~ a Pedal Car Museum.  

You may remember the 1960s when ‘Flower Power’ was 
a trend amongst the youth, in 2021 we have a new trend 
‘Classic Style Flower Power’ on pg.6. 

The expression ‘All that glitters is not gold’ rings true,
however if you keep your classic car long enough 
‘All that is covered in dust may one day turn to gold dust’ ~  
in your pocket that is !  pg.7

Please send in articles for the November newsletter by the 
23rd October.
-  Fran
                              
                           “A smile is happiness you’ll find
                                  right under your nose”    - Tom Wilson

         

         
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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CLUB OFFICIALS         2021-2022

President                  Stuart Leach
                  021 785 3189 / 082 491 0687
                  autolea@netactive.co.za

 
Trustees    Gareth McConkey
   021 712 4260 / 079 494 2997
   gareth@jantech.co.za

   Brian Aslett
   021 671 9250 / 083 267 3742
   brazzle@iafrica.com

Committee 

Chairman   Shirley Roux
    021 683 6979 / 083 360 7300
   shirleyroux@gmail.com
   

Honorary Secretary   John Morrison
   021 946 3917 / 065 389 4465
   johndm49@outlook.com
 

Honorary Treasurer   Theo van der Hoek
   021 794 3732 / 082 440 2520
   tvdh@telkomsa.net
   

Social & Events Secretary Geoff Ballantyne
   021 531 4849 / 078 405 0889  
                               geofferyballantyne@gmail.com

Social & Events Assistant Victoria Dickerson
   021 794 8720 / 072 020 1840
   toria.dickerson@gmail.com

Registers Secretary  Neville Wyness
   021 782 9651 / 083 307 9936
   nwyness@mweb.co.za

Membership  Secretary           Philip Roux  
   021 683 6979 / 083 448 7352  
   philipjroux@gmail.com

Ex-Officio: 
   
Editor & Publications               Fran Johnson
   021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
   franjohnson35@hotmail.com

    
Regalia   Colin Cromhout
   021 715 5497 / 082 576 6392
   colincromhout@gmail.com

Club Historian   Vacant

Crankhandle Club Liaison  Philip Roux  
   021 683 6979 / 083 448 7352  
   philipjroux@gmail.com 
     
   

Our bank details:

Bank:       Standard Bank
Account:      MG Car Club – Cape Town Centre
Branch code:      036 309
Internet Branch code: 051001
Account number:     271157925

Disclaimer:
Views, comments, opinions, advice or suggestions in this newsletter are those 
of the contributors and advertisers and are not necessarily those of the club or 
its committee. Availability and condition of items advertised for sale are not 
guaranteed by the club or the committee. Whilst every care is taken in compiling 
the contents of the newsletter the club, committee and officials assume no 
responsibility for any effects arising therefrom.
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   FROM THE CHAIR                         
 
 

    

Judging by the last week or two, it would appear that summer is on its way... do I hear a chorus of
hallelujahs?  That means more topless motoring and by that I mean hoods, so get out there and 
enjoy your MGs.

On the 13th September the country moved to adjusted alert Level 2 and with the adjustments, there 
have been no significant changes for club life.  No doubt many members are waiting with bated breath 
as to when South Africa will be taken off the UK red list - those grandchildren are calling and the 
swallows need to migrate!

Our Natter last month was very well attended which was encouraging.  Thanks to all who came out 
and enjoyed the friendly banter.  I hope to see more of you next time and also some of our newer
members.  Please diarise and support our forthcoming club events and events for next year.

A number of our members must be congratulated on doing so well at the recent Simola Hill Climb 
held in Knysna. Our congratulations go to Roger Lewis in Hedgehog, Rodney Green in his MGB, 
Chris Champion in his MGB GT and Fred Philips in his MorGan!  It was a very different event this
year with no spectators allowed but with technology being what it is, one could watch it live from
the comfort of your home.  Unfortunately there were quite a few nasty spills for some drivers and 
their hopes dashed.  Volunteer members from the MG South Cape Centre had their work cut out for 
them in the pits and marshalling on the course.

Hope to see you at the next event and if there are any cyclists among us, good luck for the Cape 
Town Cycle Tour on the 10th.

Keep safe,
Shirley

        
 

          

                    
             
    

Gqeberha Indaba 19 - 22 May 2022  
There are only 12 entries from the Cape Town Centre.  It would be encouraging to see many more 
of our members support and enter this event.  There is still space available so please get your
entries in.   Entry forms were emailed to all members on the 30th May.
To those that have already entered, kindly support the PE club by entering your car for the specific
events at the Show Day.
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     SOCIAL NEWS              
 
           

   

                                            

OUT AND ABOUT

October
12th Tuesday               Natter & Noggin at the Crankhandle Clubhouse, Riebeek Str, Wynberg @ 19:00hrs
28th Thursday              Veterans’ run -  organised by Neville Wyness (TBA)

November
  9th Tuesday               Natter & Noggin at the Crankhandle Clubhouse, Riebeek Str, Wynberg @ 19:00hrs
25th Thursday              Veterans’ run - organised by Victoria Dickerson (TBA)

December     
  5th Sunday                 Show Day at the home of Dave Lyons in Hout Bay

      * * * * * * * * * *

MG Club Regalia
Welcome to all our new members.  We have several regalia items that may interest you. 
For more information, please contact: 
Colin Cromhout (Regalia)  082 576 6392 / 021 71 55497  email: colincromhout@gmail.com
   
      * * * * * * * * * *

New Members
#1389  Alan & Elana Rudnick, Sea Point (1973 Midget)           082 739 0614 email:  rudnickalan@gmail.com
#1390  Douglas Wickins, Tokai (1961 MGA & 1983 MGBGT)  083 787 5683  email: douglaswickins@gmail.com
         
           * * * * * * * * * *                                                      
 

   October birthdays
    1   Mary Buxton-Forman    
   2   David Wesson,  Fiona Toop
   4   Angela Manton,  Tony Frew,   Basil Landau
  10   Bruce Eastman,   Julian Daniels
  11    Sabine Kohler   
  14   Grenville Wilkinson
  15   Dieter Reck
  16   Godfrey Castle
  18   Neil Beck,   Ray Heinze
  20  Theo van der Hoek
  21    Johann Marais
  23   Patrick Coyne
  25   Hildegarde Rich,    Sue Jones
  26   Andre le Roux,    Douglas Peiser
  27   Elana Rudnick
  28   Victoria Dickerson
  29   Rita Heinze,    Heather James
  31    Dot Jack                                                     
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      PINT-SIZED PEDAL POWER                                                      
  
   
     The Goodwood Revival Festival started in 1998 has become one of the largest classic car gatherings
     in the world.   You may think this annual event is attended by motoring enthusiasts or adults who
     like to don vintage style clothing, however children are a major part of this two day festival.

     Youngsters between the ages of 6-10 take part in the ‘Settrington Cup Pedal Car Race’ in their 
     Austin J40 pedal-powered, racing cars.  They dress up for the occasion, sporting vintage racing suits
     and flat caps as they hop in their miniature cars and go head-to-head on a small part of the 2.4 mile 
     circuit.  This little J40 with the pint-sized enthusiasts are a much-loved attraction at this very popular
     Festival.

 

            READY!                     STEADY!       
 

                    AND AWAY THEY GO.......

     
          
     The J40 was the idea of car manufacturer Austin with the desire to do something for the community.  
     In 1949 it was a ground-breaking idea from a marketing and PR perspective.  The factory that was
     set up to build the cars, was based in a mining community in Wales, giving jobs to men who were 
     disabled through mining accidents.  250 men were employed in total, the aim was to produce 250 of
     these little cars per week, although this was never quite realized.   The cars were put together from 
     offcuts of material left over from construction of other Austin vehicles, and though only scraps from
     them were used, they were more or less manufactured in the same way as the genuine Austins.

     The cars produced are great in action, regardless of how slow that action might be in comparison 
     to combustion-powered competition.  The J40 is based upon the Austin A40 Devon and Dorset’s 
     design, the quality of the finish is excellent, with superb attention to detail.   From the faux cylinder 
     head under the bonnet ~ complete with spark plugs and HT leads in some cases ~ to the realistically 
     replicated dash, the overall degree of care put into the design and construction of these cars is 
     exceptional, and especially seeing it is just a toy.   This Pedal Car Race would certainly be an
     exciting event to look forward too ~ not only for the youngsters but their parents as well!

      Should you wish to view this race, copy and paste the below link into your browser:
      
                           https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5768nDMaZtQ
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     CLASSIC STYLE ‘FLOWER POWER’                                                                                      -   Fran Johnson      
                        
     
    We were most fortunate to choose a perfect weekday in September, to visit SANparks Westcoast 
    National Park. On arrival we were amazed to see so many vehicles parked alongside the R27,
    waiting to enter the park gates.  With the weather forecast a promising 25 deg. and the flowers
    a definite drawcard it was well worth the 45 minute wait ~ by the way this was not ‘free entry week’ 
    either, that is only scheduled for November and the flowers will probably not be as plentiful.

    While we were driving around looking for a 
    picnic spot we met Nico and Anna from 
    Laaiplek, in their yellow MGB.  We briefly
    stopped to chat to them and hopefully they
    will be joining the club in the near future. 
    At the same time ex-members Willis and Marie 
    Smit drove by.  

   To mention there were many cars is an under-
   statement, parking and picnic areas were at a 
   premium. 
    
    
             Eventually we set up our picnic table and umbrella,
             ready to enjoy our lunch.  A most obliging lady 
             approached and asked if she could take a photo 
            for us, as the setting with the TD parked amongst
              the bright flowers was most impressive.

            A few minutes later we heard someone shouting,  
             “There goes your umbrella!”  Well…. what a laugh, 
             we had no idea the wind had lifted our umbrella out 
                                                                                     of the stand - the next thing we saw it cartwheeling
             like a giant tumbleweed across the hill.  Mike shot 
             up like a rocket and a few other people kindly came 
          to the rescue, Mike did manage to retrieve it before 
                     it ended up in the sea.
  
    Needless to say, after that the errant brolly was folded up and firmly tucked away.  

    We thoroughly enjoyed a ‘blooming’ great day considering the flowers were so spectacular which
    made for a rather MaGical show.   Who thought ‘Flower Power’ only happened in the 60s?
          

      

      
             
  
  

       
  .     
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    WHEN DUST BECOMES GOLD                     
  

  
    A car enthusiast revealed how he was auctioning an extraordinary £1million collection of 174 
   dust-covered, classic cars dating back to the 1940s, after they were amassed by a his friend
   ‘a mystery businessman’.  The businessman decided to assemble his collection, starting with a
   Mercedes SL, and having seen the popularity with the Pagoda and how that had increased in price, 
   he decided that it would be a great investment and of
   course classic cars were his passion, without a doubt.

   This amazing collection of vehicles, which has grown 
   gradually at a 45,000 sq. ft. site in a business park
   warehouse in North London over 10 years were given 
   guide prices with the most expensive being a red 
   1960 MGA 1600 for £25,000. Oldest car on the list, a
   1948 MG was last licenced in 1991, then there is a 
   1952 MG YB as well as a 1955 Morris Minor.

    Others with guide high prices include: 
    1975 Mercedes 350SL ~ £18,000 
    1989 BMW 635CSI      ~ £16,000 
    1971 Triumph Spitfire MK4,  
    1973 MGB,  
    1989 Nissan 300ZX,  
    1986 Mercedes 300SE   (all have a guide price of £8,000)
    the cheapest is a 2000 Citroen Berlingo ~ £100 
    The cars, have a combined guide total price of £942,700 (19 million rand)

           
      Some of the cars do not have number plates and a 
      selection appear to be carrying the plates of different
      vehicles, others have no identifying documents.  Many 
      are covered in a thick layer of dust and bird droppings.
      Some were licenced for the road as recently as 2016 ~  
      others have not been licenced for three decades. 

  
    One can only imagine what the interior of the cars would look and smell like today?  Hopefully, 
    many will be back on the road in pristine condition once again!
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   LETTERS                                             
 

Dear Fran,

On Fridays we always have fish and chips from a fish shop in our town of Langebaan.  Being a runner, I go for 
a run on Friday afternoons.  After my run and a shower I decided to go to the fish shop.  Not having a pocket big 
enough to hold my wallet, I took my credit card and also my driver’s licence card in case the Police stopped me.  
I put these two cards in my pocket and went on my way. 

I bought the fish and chips, came home and decided to put my credit card and driver’s licence back in my wallet 
but my driver’s licence was missing.  Yes, completely gone with only my credit card in my pocket!  I returned to 
the fish shop to ask if I dropped the driver’s licence in the shop when I took out my credit card, but their CCTV 
showed I had not dropped anything.   I asked around and went outside, then searched the inside of my car, 
without success.  

The following morning I went to the spot where I had parked the car, a distance from the fish shop but still did 
not find anything.  Reluctantly I had to accept my driver’s licence must have fallen out somewhere and I would 
need to go to the Traffic Department for assistance.
 
On Monday morning I went to our local Police Station to report the loss of my driver’s licence and to enquire if 
anybody had handed it in.  Nobody had!  I then signed an affidavit which the Police stamped so that I had a 
piece of paper to show a traffic officer at a roadblock, should I be stopped.  On Monday morning I drove to the 
Traffic Department in Vredenburg (our nearest Traffic Department) and stood in line to apply for a new driver’s 
licence.  The official at the door was very helpful and got the necessary forms and filled them in for me.  Luckily I 
had a passport size photo on me, which they also required. 
 
After some time (there were about ten people ahead of me) I was called into an office for the eye test.  I passed the 
eye test with flying colours and was told to go to the cashier with the papers and pay the necessary fee.  At the cashier, 
while she was processing the papers, I took out my credit card telling her I would pay by credit card.   I was holding 
my credit card in my hand while she was busy on the computer in front of her.  She then asked me for my credit 
card and as I gave it to her, she said;   “Here is your driver’s licence ~ stuck to the back of the credit card”. 

I could not believe it!  The driver’s licence card is exactly the same size as the credit card and it must have had a 
sticky substance on it and stuck to the back of the credit card.  The cashier told me my current driver’s licence expires
in March, 2022 and if I took out a new driver’s licence it would be valid for the next five years and I would not 
have to return in 2022 to renew it.  You can imagine how happy I was.
 
I really thought I was going senile when I could not find my driver’s licence after returning from the fish shop!
 
Sincerely,
Ronnie Grace            
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Leon Stiglingh from Classic Windscreens has placed an order to import 10 MG B/CGT 
Hardtop 65-81 windscreens.   These windscreens should arrive next year.  Leon is based 
in Klerksdorp, however delivers door to door.  If you are interested please contact:  
Leon  082 923 2504 or visit www.classicwindscreen.co.za
      
  

       FOR SALE  

1950 MG TD
Colour: British racing green
Excellent running condition
Fully restored
Includes a list of spares and extras
Contact:  Stella Elliott (member)  082 964 2680
 

 
 

 2005 MG ZR 120 
 2-door (red) with reg. MGI 120 GP ~ 104,000 km with no rust or accident damage.
 Price:  R85 000
 Contact:  Dave Theobald (non-member) Gauteng 083 271 0792  email: theobaldd29@gmail.com 

   

MGB Spares ~  If not sold by 10th October then they will go to the Dump 
                          as I will not have any space for them in our new home.

1 x starter motor cover band Lucas 7H5000 (new)  ~ R100
1 x front grill BHH1753 reconditioned, powder coated black for a rubber bumper ~ R700
1 x water pump GWP130 reconditioned  ~ R600
1 x oil pump GLP143 reconditioned        ~ R600
1 x clutch master cylinder AAU7152 needs reconditioning ~  R150
1pr shock absorbers GSA119 front need reconditioning      ~  R300
Contact:   Roger Manton (member) 083 415 3184       
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     TOOLS EXPLAINED                                    

            
  

                                                   
 

           
                                          
 

                                 
                               
           

               
             

   

               

                                                      

    
                                                                      
                    
                                                
                                    
              
 

     

 
                           
                           
                       
        
                 

         
          
                   
                                                                         

    
DRILL PRESS:  A tall upright machine useful for suddenly snatching flat metal bar stock out of your 
hands so that it smacks you in the chest and flings your beer across the room, denting the freshly-
painted project which you had carefully set in the corner where nothing could get to it.

WIRE WHEEL:  Cleans paint off bolts and then throws them somewhere under the workbench with 
the speed of light.  Also removes fingerprints and hard-earned calluses from fingers in about the time it 
takes you to say, ‘Oh sh — ‘

SKILL SAW:  A portable cutting tool used to make studs too short.

PLIERS:  Used to round off bolt heads.  Sometimes used in the creation of blood-blisters.

BELT SANDER:  An electric sanding tool commonly used to convert minor touch-up jobs into major 
refinishing jobs.

HACKSAW:  One of a family of cutting tools built on the Ouija board principle.  It transforms human 
energy into a crooked, predictable motion, and the more you attempt to influence its course, the more 
dismal your future becomes.

VISE-GRIPS:  Generally used after pliers to completely round off bolt heads.  If nothing else is 
available, they can also be used to transfer intense welding heat to the palm of your hand.

OXYACETYLENE TORCH:  Used almost entirely for lighting various flammable objects in your shop on 
fire.  Also handy for igniting the grease inside the wheel hub out of which you want to remove a bearing 
race.

TABLE SAW:  A large stationary power tool commonly used to launch wood projectiles for testing
wall integrity.

HYDRAULIC FLOOR JACK:  Used for lowering an automobile to the ground after you have 
installed your new brake shoes, trapping the jack handle firmly under the bumper.

BAND SAW:  A large, stationary power saw primarily used by most shops to cut good aluminium sheet 
into smaller pieces that more easily fit into the trash can after you cut on the inside of the line, instead of 
the outside edge.

TWO-TON ENGINE HOIST:  A tool for testing the maximum tensile strength of everything you forgot to 
disconnect.

PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER:  Normally used to stab the vacuum seals under lids or for opening old-style 
paper-and-tin oil cans and splashing oil on your shirt; but can also be used, as the name implies, to strip 
out Phillips screw heads.

STRAIGHT SCREWDRIVER:  A tool for opening paint cans. Sometimes used to convert common
slotted screws into non-removable screws and butchering your palms.

HOSE CUTTER:  A tool used to make hoses too short.

HAMMER:  Originally employed as a weapon of war, the hammer nowadays is used as a kind of 
divining rod to locate the most expensive parts adjacent the object we are trying to hit.

DAMM-IT TOOL:  Any handy tool that you grab and throw across the garage while yelling ‘DAMM-IT’ at 
the top of your lungs.  It is also, most often, the next tool that you will need.
                                                                                                                     (sent in by Brian Aslett)
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