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 CONTACT DETAILS                     EDITOR’S CORNER    

Someone missed the deadline for Fathers Day photos !
Considering that this particular MG is my favourite ‘B’ 
in the Cape Town MG Club, plus their fur-child Ruff is such
a delight ~ all is forgiven as you will note (pg.1).

Deon Rousseau a member of the Gqeberha MG club gives 
undisputedly apt reasons for driving and enjoying his old 
cars (pg.5). 

MG National Chairman, Norman Ewing once again keeps us
entertained with nostalgic MG memories from many years 
ago (pgs.7/8).

A reminder to members who have registered for the May 
2022 Indaba taking place in Gqeberha ~ the 1st payment is 
due on the 30th August.

To all MG lady members, enjoy Women’s Day on Monday,
9th August and MG gents.....spoil your ladies on this special 
day!

-  Fran
 
         “We cannot expect people to have respect for 
             law and order until we teach respect to those 
              we have entrusted to enforce those laws.”
                  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Front page photos - Frenske Otzen Photography:   
1970 MGB Roadster - owner Brian Aslett 
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   021 671 9250 / 083 267 3742
   brazzle@iafrica.com
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Honorary Treasurer   Theo van der Hoek
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                               geofferyballantyne@gmail.com
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   philipjroux@gmail.com
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   021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
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Our bank details:

Bank:       Standard Bank
Account:      MG Car Club – Cape Town Centre
Branch code:      036 309
Internet Branch code: 051001
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Disclaimer:
Views, comments, opinions, advice or suggestions in this newsletter are those 
of the contributors and advertisers and are not necessarily those of the club or 
its committee. Availability and condition of items advertised for sale are not 
guaranteed by the club or the committee. Whilst every care is taken in compiling 
the contents of the newsletter the club, committee and officials assume no 
responsibility for any effects arising therefrom.
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     FROM THE CHAIR

                         
 
 

         NOTICE TO MEMBERS (POPI Act)

  The Protection of Personal Information Act came into force on 1st July 2021. 
  We take this opportunity to assure you that any personal information that
   you share with us – such as your address, phone numbers, e-mail address 
  and details of your MGs, is well protected in compliance with regulations. 
  We will not share this information with third parties.
  On an annual basis this information is compiled into a booklet format for 
  the ease of contacting other members. This is not published electronically, 
  but a printed copy of the booklet is available to members who request it
  when renewing their annual subscriptions. This booklet is only available to 
  members of the MG Car Club - Cape Town Centre.
	 	 The	information	in	the	booklet	is	strictly	confidential.	
  We request that members, when disposing of old booklets, do so in a 
  responsible manner (i.e. please shred or burn the booklet).
  If you prefer that your details are not published in the annual membership
  booklet, or if you have any queries in this regard, please advise us by
  emailing us at:  mgccct@gmail.com
         

We were fortunate to be able to have a Natter at the clubhouse in June and those who attended enjoyed 
a complimentary glass of sherry. We also were able to have a Veterans’ run on the 24th June and our 
thanks to Martin and Sue for organising a lovely, scenic drive followed by lunch at Pier 23 in Simonstown.

It was good to see a number of members at the Zoom Natter in July and to catch up with news from the 
UK with Ian and Tina Irvin.  Sadly with limited cellar stock available or in some cases none at all, the 
glühwein was in short supply!  Unfortunately other events for July could not take place due to further 
lockdown restrictions being imposed.

Whilst club activities might have been quiet, it definitely has not been quiet around the country. Cape 
Town is in the middle of a violent taxi strike and as a result no one can get to work, and the sheer 
heartbreak of Gauteng and KZN rioting and looting.  President Cyril Ramaphosa has addressed the 
nation 4 times in the last 5 weeks. We are indeed living in unprecedented times.

At the President’s most recent ‘family meeting’ we were moved to adjusted alert level 3, which means 
that we will once again be able to hold our monthly Natter at the clubhouse with the same limitations and 
protocols that applied before.

I leave you with these words once said by former President Nelson Mandela.
“It is so easy to break down and destroy.  The heroes are those who make peace and build”.

Stay safe, be positive and look for the silver lining.

Shirley
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  SOCIAL NEWS           
   

                                           
Condolences
Sadly, club member Michael Cohen passed away on Tuesday, 13th July 2021. 
Mike had been a member of the club since 1998 and frequently attended club events. 
Our thoughts are with his family and friends at this difficult time.

     * * * * * * * * * *

OUT AND ABOUT
Despite the lockdown and all our events having to be cancelled we will still have a Natter on Tuesday, 
10th August at 19hr30.  This will either be at the Crankhandle clubhouse or via Zoom, with a talk by one of our 
members.  I will advise which it will be via a ‘Google’ email as soon as I know if the clubhouse is available.
At the end of August we hope to have a Veterans’ run ~ Covid lockdown permitting.
On 14th September we will have a club Natter either at the Crankhandle Clubhouse or via Zoom. This will be 
confirmed closer to the time.   At the end of September we will have another Veterans’ run.  
We are endeavouring to get back to a normal club calendar, unfortunately we are restricted by what we are 
able to do.  As soon as the lockdown levels are lifted we will continue with as many events that we can.
  - Geoff Ballantyne
  
MMM MG 2022 Gathering
After a break of four years, the MMM Gathering will once again be held and this time in Swellendam from 
24th-28th March 2022.  We hope this is of interest to all MG enthusiasts and that MGCC members can
visit our show day on Sunday, 27th March 2022 in Swellendam.   -  Rodney Green    
 
     * * * * * * * * * *

New Members
#1212  John & Veronica Taylor of Table View are re-joining the club, having purchased a 1982 MGB GT
                078 881 3082  email: vbtaylor66@gmail.com
#1387  Werner Slabbert, Somerset West -1958 MGA Coupe 
               082 565 6561 email: werner@rustichomes.co.za

         
                                                           
   AUGUST  BIRTHDAYS
    2    Linda Keller,   Peter Jack,   Willem Swanepoel
     3    Brevan Robinson
    4    Conrad Minnaar
    5    John Macdonald
    6    Roger Sleight
    8    Mignonette Du Plessis,   Karin Champion
    9    Barbara Collins
  10    Aubrey Keller,   Marjorie Van Heerden
  16    Philip Katz
  20    Bruce Robertson,  Steven London
  22    Damian Enslin
  23    Keith Poole,  Frances Johnson,  Kathy Matthews 
  25    Mike Porter
  27    Nigel Stokes,  Peter Knott
  29    Linda Benwell
  31    Karen Swart 
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    WHY I ONLY DRIVE OLD CARS                                                                               - Deon Rousseau
    
 
   
     My friends often ask me why I only drive old cars when they spot me cruising in the 1969 MGB,
    the 1975 Pontiac Firebird or 1981 BMW.  Why do I spend so much time and money on engine and 
    body repairs?  Why all this time on something so old?

    The only answer for me is “you need to feel the car to understand it”!

    There are no ABS brakes, no sensors, no power boosters on older cars.  Engines are simple and 
    straight forward to work on, no plastic covers hiding the engine compartment, no complicated 
    electronic ignition systems for tuning Onboard computers and GPS devices are non-existent! 
    The only thing that controls the car is you, so vulnerable and yet so alive!

    In my MG it is only me, my car and the road ahead.  One is intimately involved with the car, the
    road and its surroundings.  Nowadays much of that early excitement for speed and thrills of the ride 
    has been replaced by efficiency and mind-numbing comfort.  No wonder many people are longing
    for the past ‘golden age’ of motoring.  In my younger days I would often forget the girl next to me 
    and just hug the road ahead in my MG.

    In today’s rushed society one is always expected to be somewhere, attend urgent meetings, reply
    to emails, etc.  Everything in life is somewhere and you need a new car to get there as fast as you 
    can.  The beauty of driving classic cars is the world needs to wait for you to arrive at your own time. 
    Many people today, regret having had to sell their old cars.  My motto has always been “do not get 
				excited	or	discouraged	and	sell	your	old	faithful.		Any	day	you	may	find	a	place	to	park	it”

    Driving an older classic also has many social benefits. It puts you in contact with many people who 
    share your passion and love for heritage motoring.  Joining car clubs helps to make new friends and 
    share mutual interests.  I have always regarded it a privilege being a member of the ‘Octagon Society’ 
    and participating in old motor car shows and gatherings.  Just going back to the ‘super times’ when 
    motoring was still a unique life experience. 
                                                         
    Driving an older model car resembles a ‘throwback’ to the past.  Wherever I drive or park my car, 
    people will notice it.  Often, they will come and talk to me with fondness of a family member or 
    acquaintance, who owned a similar car.  If they happened to have owned a similar model, they will 
    often regret having sold the car.  When driving my car, other passing traffic will always look with
    appreciation and respect at what they see.  When I come across similar ‘family’ on the open road
    I will always greet by flashing my headlights.

    That is why I am only driving old cars!  
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    Veterans’ run to Pier 23, Simonstown  (24th June)         -  Martin Davies         
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     After cold and rainy days prior to the run, Thursday, 24th June turned out to be mild and sunny.

    Members arrived at Constantia shopping centre car park at 10:30 such to depart on our run at 
    11h00.  A reasonably good turnout of MGs was experienced, comprising: 
        TCx2   TDx1  MGAx1  MGBx4  MGBGTx1  TFx1

    Our run took us to Pier 23 restaurant next to the False Bay Yacht Club in Simonstown, such to 
    arrive at 12h30. 
 
    From Constantia shopping centre, we made our way to Tokai and Ou Kaapse Weg to Kommetjie. 
    A right turn after Long Beach Mall guided us to Misty Cliffs where some of us made a brief stop to
    admire the stunning views over the undulating rocks and cliffs to the left and spacious beach and 
    sea areas to the right.  Continuing along this amazing 
    route eventually led to the winding and narrow pass 
    leading downwards, towards Simonstown.   
     
    A stop at the top of the pass with its amazing view site 
    overlooking the naval harbour was made even more 
    amazing by the row of gleaming MGs comprising 
    different models parked neatly in the lay-by.   
         
    After departing the pass, we made our way to the bottom and turned right onto Main road leading 
    into Simonstown.  After entering the Yacht Club car park, arrangements had been made by Carl, 
    the proprietor of Pier 23 for our MGs to enter the yacht club slipway.  I don’t think the slipway 
    had experienced this phenomenon before, being strictly reserved for the launching and recovery 
    of pleasure craft.  It was quite a rare sight amplified by visitors, both local and international 
    experiencing an array of MGs.  Many photographs were taken and one would imagine being 
    treasured by those, from whichever country they came from.

    Lunch was served under the very efficient management of Petro, in a relaxing atmosphere over-
    looking the lawns of the yacht club and Simonstown waterfront.  Plenty of light banter and laughter 
    was experienced from those attending, which made the day and venue an even more pleasant 
    place to be.        

     

      
             
  
  

       
  .     

                           Roy & Sharon Zazeraj with Dieter & Loraine Reck

                           Sue Jones chatting to Margaret, a visitor from Scotland                                

                            



    THREE OUT OF THREE!                                                  - Norman Ewing                                                     
  

    
    

 

 

Editor:  Stuart Leach found the below photograph and Norman Ewing, with his affable narration,
            reveals where and when it was taken.
              

This photo was taken on the opening night of the 1986 Indaba at the Johannesburg Sun. 
We invited Phil Hill as not only the fastest man in an MG, but also as the 1961 Ferrari F1 World Champion, and 
three times winner of Le Mans.  Of course, it was more important that he held the Bonneville Class F record of
254mph, which he took in 1959 AND which he still held in 1986, only to be beaten three years later by Foyt in a 
car of 1997cc, nearly another half a litre more than the engine in EX181.  

Henry Stone was Works mechanic at Abingdon, being present at every single, record breaking attempt post-
war from Goldie Gardner in Belgium at Jabbeke, to all the Bonneville runs, also preparing pre-war K3s and ‘R’ 
types, including Ralph Clarke’s, which he prepared for the Evans family, and which Doreen drove to hill climb 
victory.  His book ‘The Insomnia Crew’ is a true gem of MG competition history.  He was such a hit in 
Johannesburg, that MG Johannesburg Centre voted to provide air tickets for he and Winnie, to attend the
Cape Town event as their guests, two years later.

                Phil Hill, Norman Ewing and Henry Stone during question time

After the welcome by the Mayor of Johnannesburg, Harold Rudolf and heckled by Aussie, David Pearson and 
Rodney Wilson, Phil Hill and Henry Stone then described their record attempts in 1957 & 1959.  Phil had done 
the trial runs in 1957 for Stirling’s record run in EX181, and in 1959 with an engine bored to just over one and a 
half litres, and the tail removed, took the next record up at 254mph.  

They then took questions for quite a long time, to the delight of everyone.  After the talk at least a dozen people 
came over to congratulate me and ask if they could have a copy of the tape. I was absolutely dumfounded, as 
that was the one thing I had not done - tape it!  So, after I brought the Hill family and Henry and Winnie back 
from the Kruger, I sat the two of them down with a tape recorder, and we did it all again.  I have not been able to 
find that tape ~ when I do I will make lots of copies.

Before the Hills arrived, Alma sent me a ‘shopping list’ ~ she wanted to see Winnie Mandela’s house, she had
wanted to meet Helen Suzman and Bishop Tutu!   As Helen Suzman used the house next door for the 
Progressive Party office, I told Alma I could do two out of three.

As we arrived back from the Kruger, Helen’s little Lancia was parked on the pavement.  Whilst the others went 
inside for a cuppa, I dashed in to ask Helen to just come and say “Hello”.  When she walked in, Alma got such a
fright that she spewed her mouthful of tea.  On our tour around Johannesburg before the Indaba, in combis 
kindly loaned by Avis, we went into Soweto to show her Winnie Mandela’s house ~ two out of three. 

However, what they really wanted to do was go on the Blue Train.  I simply did not have the budget, but Alma 
assured me they did not expect us to pay for that, and at this late stage were simply asking because Jane had 
said her dad could organise anything and could get them on the train.  On hearing that, I just prayed that the 
train was not full.  As luck would have it, I had sufficient in the budget to fly the family to Cape Town.   
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    CORRESPONDENCE                                                                                            

         
 

SAA was one of my advertising accounts so I had great connections with both Faan Dippenaar & Peet Viljoen.  
We also had 17 pilots in the local centre, with Brian Wallace as the Chief training Captain.  Brian organised 
himself as Captain, and Les Rhind to be 1st officer, thus I was able to grant Phil his wish of seeing the cockpit.  
Brian did far more ~ Phil and daughter Vanessa were invited to do the flight in the cockpit.  Job done!

It didn’t end there.  Brian Hogg took them Safely and Fast to see the sights of Cape Town and Table Mountain 
before putting them on the Blue Train.  When we collected them from platform 16, Alma ran the full length of 
the red carpet, shouting: 
  “Thank	you,	thank	you!	That	was	fantastic!”   I agreed it was a wonderful train.
	 	“Not	the	train” she said, “Bishop	Tutu!”	
	 	“What	about	Bishop	Tutu?”  I responded.
	 	“Oh,	come	on	Norm”  she said. “When	Phil	and	Vanessa	went	to	the	flight	deck,	they	brought	
															Bishop	Tutu	to	sit	next	to	me	for	the	whole	flight,	how	did	you	organise	that?” 

Not only did I not organise that, but years later when Brian was describing how Alma had suddenly rushed 
across the car park when they landed, to hug Bishop Tutu and how he probably wondered who she was ~ 
THAT was when I told Brian the story of the Bishop’s upgrade.

However for the next twenty plus years I just could not convince Alma I had nothing to do with it. 
And the last line on many, many Christmas cards was  “Someday	you	got	to	tell	us	how	you	did	that	Norm!”
Three out of three! 
     
              

        

                                        
  

Dear MG Members,

Mirka Urbanc   (The Breed - July 2021)

When Mirka Urbanc joined the MG Cape Town Centre her first MG, from my memory, was a 
red MGA 1500.
This was an off the chassis rebuild by then member, Francios Immelman in Somerset West.

I remember the car well as I sold him a Jaeger oil/water gauge to complete the originality of the 
instrument layout.
It might be that this ‘A’ also went to Prince Albert.
Does anybody know what happened to this very presentable ‘A’?

- Robin Rich
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WANTED
      
A left-hand outside door handle for my MG TF 2004 model. 
Contact:  Miranda 062 262 7030  (non-member)

MGA water pump pulley 
MG Magnette fan blades
Contact:  Robin Rich (member) email: robin@richpumps.co.za 

A set of four 14” chrome wheel trims. 
Contact:  Ronnie Grace (member) 072 229 8859 or rongrace@mweb.co.za.

  

FOR SALE

  
  1950 MG TD
  Colour: British racing Green
  Excellent running condition
  Fully restored
  Includes a list of spares and extras
  Price: R485 000
  Contact: John Elliott (member) 082 377 4933
                   

    

1950 MG TD   The car has had a total body-off-chassis restoration over 3 years and was completed at the end 
of 2018.   This includes engine overhaul, new brake system, new wood to replace the bad bits, re-chrome where
needed.  New radiator core, new wheel bearings, and seals & suspension rubbers
all round.  Other new items: soft top, tonneau cover, side screens, luggage rack, 
paint, battery, engine mount rubbers, modern oil filter & fuel pump, wiring 
harness, carpets and marine ply floor boards plus many smaller items.  
There are 200 photos taken during the 3year restoration plus a file detailing the 
total amount spent.  Price:  R375 000 onco.  
Contact:   Theo van der Hoek (member)   082 440 2520
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 2003 MG TF 160    
 Mileage:  low 87 500 Km.   Excellent condition.   
 Price:      R60 000
 Engine:    4 cylinder 1800cc VVC  
 Gearbox: 5 speed manual
 Colour:  British racing green with black leather interior
 Tyres:    All brand new – correct size
 Full service history complete with all paperwork, 
 handbook and workshop manual.
 Contact:  Steven Brown (non-member) 083 260 0229
 email:  stevenbrown@woolworths.co.za

     

         2003 MGTF 160  This car has been in the club for many years, 
        ex-Bokkie Markus and Chris Nel.
        Brand new tyres, 70 000 kms, hard and soft top. 
        Full history of car available.
        Price:  R90 000 ono. 
        Contact:   Gareth McConkey (member)  079 494 2997

1965 MGB Roadster  ~  pull handle, recent respray, 
can be viewed in Kloof (KZN)  R135 000 onco.
Contact:   Mark Smith (non-member) 082 446 4436

  

1960 MGA Coupe 1600cc.   Valued @ R250 000 – R300 000 by MG club valuator.
Colour:  Royal blue, condition good.  Steel wheels.  Overall condition, good.

1960  MGA Roadster.  Valued @ R300 000 - R350 000 by MG club valuator.
MGB 1800cc Engine.  5 speed Nissan gearbox.  New spoke wheels and tyres.
Colour: British racing green   Needs a 50% respray due to faulty filler.
  
SPARES:  
MGA Coupe front windscreen.
2  MGA grilles and 1 grille surround.
2  MGA gearboxes.
1  Riley ??? engine.
1  Central gearbox mounting - new
2  MGA side screen.
Contact:  Keith Slade (member MG Club South Cape Centre)
                082 555  3010 - Plettenberg Bay (cars are garaged in Harkerville)
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