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 CONTACT DETAILS             EDITOR’S CORNER
     

MG National Chairman, Norman Ewing has written a very 
poignant and fitting tribute to dear Pepi Gaspari on (pg.5).

Judging by the photos received, Valentine’s Day was 
celebrated by many, and my thanks to those members who 
shared their ‘romantic’ treats on (pg.7).  A special mention
goes to member, Eugen Köhler in Germany who is always 
quick to respond to my plea for photos.  His faithful dog 
Fee, as always, is more than happy to oblige.

Photos taken on the MG figure 8 run are on (pg.8) and the 
‘winning photo’  as well as the report on the run will be in 
the April newsletter.

All notices and details pertaining to the forthcoming March 
AGM can be found on (pgs.11-15).  Although no awards or 
trophies will be presented at the AGM, the ‘Penman Trophy’ 
could not have been awarded to any particular member for 
2020.   The reason being, so many members have been 
absolutely tremendous throughout the past year, responding 
to my requests, nags and pleas for photos or articles.  
All of you are so deserving of the ‘Penman Trophy’ and my 
sincere thanks for being my ‘lockdown lifeline’ in assisting 
me in keeping The Breed alive!

Please send in your articles and photos for the April
newsletter by 23rd March.     ~ Fran 

Front page photos:
Top:         Dieter Reck with granddaughter Maya in the rain
Bottom:  Dieter, Loraine, Nikki and Maya Reck with their 
                  classic  1946 TC 

CLUB OFFICIALS         2021-2022

President   Joan Parker
   021 671 8379 / 082 214 7561
   joanrparker@gmail.com

 
Trustees    Stuart Leach
   021 785 3189 / 082 491 0687
   autolea@netactive.co.za 
  
                                                Gareth McConkey
   021 712 4260 / 079 494 2997
   gareth@jantech.co.za

Committee 

Chairman   Mike Johnson
   021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
   franjohnson35@hotmail.com
   

Honorary Secretary   Philip Roux
   021 683 6979 / 083 448 7352
   philipjroux@gmail.com

 
Honorary Treasurer   Brian Aslett
   021 671 9250 / 083 267 3742
   brazzle@iafrica.com

   

Social & Events Secretary       Geoff Ballantyne
   021 531 4849 / 078 405 0889  
                               geofferyballantyne@gmail.com

   
Editor & Publications               Fran Johnson
   021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
   franjohnson35@hotmail.com

Membership Secretary Shirley Roux
    021 683 6979 / 083 360 7300
   shirleyroux@gmail.com

Registers   Neville Wyness
   021 782 9651 / 083 307 9936
   nwyness@mweb.co.za

Ex-Officio: 
   
  
Regalia   Colin Cromhout
   021 715 5497 / 082 576 6392
   colincromhout@gmail.com

Club Historian   Vacant

Crankhandle Club Liaison  Mike Johnson  (temporary)
   021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
   franjohnson35@hotmail.com
   
     
 
   

Our bank details:

Bank:       Standard Bank
Account:      MG Car Club – Cape Town Centre
Branch code:      036 309
Internet Branch code: 051001
Account number:     271157925

Disclaimer:
Views, comments, opinions, advice or suggestions in this newsletter are 
those of the contributors and advertisers and are not necessarily those of 
the club or its committee. Availability and condition of items advertised 
for sale are not guaranteed by the club or the committee. Whilst every care 
is taken in compiling the contents of the newsletter the club, committee 
and officials assume no responsibility for any effects arising therefrom.
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This report commences with the profoundly sad news of the untimely passing of Northern Centre 
Chairman, Pepi Gaspari, due to the dreadful virus.   When we first met Pepi it felt as if he was someone we 
had known for years, his charismatic demeanour instantly appealed to both Fran and I.   His enthusiasm 
and passion for people earned him the respect and trust of so many.  His optimism of life gave him self-
confidence and people wanted to be in his company because his fun-loving personality was so infectious, 
and he had the ability to make everyone feel they were ‘extra special’.  Pepi had so much more to offer with 
his zest for life and dedication to the MG movement, a fine gentleman who has gone too soon and will be 
sorely missed by Cape Town Centre members.  We convey our sincere condolences to Pepi’s dear family, 
his fellow Northern Centre members and their families.  “A life that touches others, goes on forever”

From the many photographs submitted for this newsletter it would seem that members were eager to
blow away the lockdown cobwebs from their MGs to see if their odometers still clicked over.  Having
not seen many other members for some months the comments would have been rather amusing, i.e.
“What has she done to her hair ~ wasn’t she blond before?”   or  “Did he always have a beard?” 
So what and who cares! ~ the cars still look good and provided other motorists with classic eye-candy.

This past year the pandemic has stifled club activities and demoralised many of us, especially considering 
we were unable to hold monthly Natters, depriving us of chatty get-togethers.  Imagine MG members 
struggling to recall some names with a whispered “Who the devil are they again?”  Never mind after a 
few glasses of ‘whatever’ and MG reminiscing, all will be back to normal once more.  COVID.....get lost!

On a recent drive from Cape Town to Knysna it brought home to me how towns and traffic enroute 
have changed over the years.  Certainly no place for our MGs on the motorways, where compared to a
modern vehicle travelling at 130km/hr, the MG would be likened to an irritating, slow ox-wagon.
Definitely no room for our classics, unless we hog the yellow line!  During the 500km trip only one 
classic was to be seen, a Triumph TR4 ~ not a MG in sight.

Committee News:  We recently had our last committee meeting before the forthcoming AGM in March 
and there are still more volunteers needed for committee duties.  Please give some thought to this request 
and offer your services if you are able to do so.  Fran will be continuing as Editor of The Breed in an 
ex-officio role, this will open up a vacancy on the committee.  The AGM will be conducted by a Zoom 
platform as the Clubhouse is currently out of bounds.  Details of the Zoom meeting along with the voting 
procedure will be sent out in due course.

After 8 years on the committee it is time for me to bow out and make room for a new face.  Therefore, this 
is my last ‘From the Chair’ as my 2-year term as Chairman will come to an end at the AGM.  My sincere 
thanks to MG members for their positive encouragement, feedback and support during my committee 
tenure.      
Mike                         
                                 
        

                    
             
              
         

  FROM THE CHAIR 
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     SOCIAL NEWS

Condolences 

Long-standing member, Neville Whitney sadly passed away on the 22nd January.  
The MG Car Club committee and members wish to convey their deepest sympathy to his 
daughter and family. 
Our thoughts are with them all at this very difficult time.

    * * * * *
 

New Member
#1384   Basil Huber, Constantia - 1971 MGB GT  082 775 3941  basilhuber3@gmail.com

    * * * * *

OUT AND ABOUT
13th  March        Annual General Meeting   (pgs.11-15)   
11th   April           British Sports Car Tour hosted by Triumph Club (TBA)
May             Cape Centres Gathering - Morgan Bay (cancelled)
May              Knysna Car Show (cancelled / postponed until 2022)
May  Simola Hill Climb (postponed)              

       
    * * * * *

 MARCH BIRTHDAYS
  3 - Joan Parker                                 5 - Andrew Lewis
  6- Sue Terrapon                                 7- Dave Hendry   
  8- Suzette Squire-Howe             
10- Rosa Ballantyne, Buddy Mockford 
13- Shirley Hill                                 15- Bill Cox 
17- Len Victor                                   19- Maiselle MacDonald 
21- Samuel Katz                               22- Gavin McNaughton 
26- Arthur Owen                          
27- Ronnie Grace,  Shirley le Roux                      
31- Bruce Hodkinson           
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      FAREWELL TO PEPI ~ A BELOVED MG FRIEND                 - Norman Ewing                                                                   
 
   
    It had to be the most heart breaking, and shattering of tragic calls ever.  When Robin Clarke phoned I simply could
    not believe what he was telling me ~ Pat was on the house phone being told the same thing by Steven Grover.   We
    were just looking at one another in total disbelief.   Not Pepi! not the one person who has travelled  with us on our 
     journey through life since the very day he joined.    I sat for ages unable to think straight, but remembering the very 
    day he joined.   This cheery faced, young Italian, who came over and introduced himself, with a smile, as the owner of 
    a dark red MGA close by.   I can still remember how I felt smiling that a young Italian architect had chosen to buy a 
    MGA, because he loved the look of it, in spite of his father believing an Alfa was the way to go.  

      
    
    He and Marizabel, were to prove not only the most incredible members, but also dear friends, and in the years
    ahead, would be the Ewing anchor in the years to follow.   We would never ever have coped after losing Jane
    without the continual love and support, and it was thanks to Pepi that I even came back to the Club.  His caring
    nature directed not just to my family, but indeed to everyone in need, or not just in need, has convinced me 
    that we have just lost an MG Saint.  He had this incredible ability to be interested in each and every one he knew, 
    and to not only be interested but to contribute in a way that made that person feel so very special.  
    
    In 1992 he bought a P-type, happy to be able to compare the driving characteristics of the two cars, ever the enquir-
    ing mind.   He took over the tour to Australia at Jane’s passing in ‘93 making many new friends in the process, not
    only Australian but with Philippe Douchet and Ralph Clarke who took him to see rare K3s.  His friendships ensured 
    that he was invited to meet and visit many MG personalities, from the Allisons, Thornleys and Hayters to the warm 
    and special relationship he had with Andy Green.   I will always remember the fun times, with my sister Sandra and 
    daughter Sarah in Singapore, our stand building with Stirling Moss, which absolutely thrilled him, as did meeting 
    Fangio and Phil Hill with whom he watched a Ferrari win ~ only possible because he had taped the whole thing.   
     
    His friends from all over the world have responded with overwhelming sadness at the news, Andy requesting 
    Renatta’s e-mail so that he might send a personal message to Pepi’s mum.   It really was thanks to Pepi staying in 
    touch with Andy, that we were invited up to dinner and a ‘show’ on the Pan, with Bloodhound the star.  To say that
    he was absolutely adored by the Ewing family would be putting it mildly, and like everyone here, we know full well 
    that he was the cog that has kept the Club vibrant, an impossible hole to fill, for thanks to his untiring energy, 
    enthusiasm and leadership, what the Northern Centre has done for the local community in need in Pretoria, has
    been nothing short of miraculous.  His love and care for brother Roberto, who had a hellish time with prostate 
    cancer, and sister Renatta who is looking after his mother ‘Mighty Mouse’ whom a great many of us truly love, has 
    been an inspiration to witness.  It will be up to all of us, to ensure that the Gasparis all receive the love and warmth 
    that Pepi gave so generously to others.   
                    Truly, he was a Saint.
            
   
     

5



  Treasure under the Trash                
         
   
   A 1960 MG MGA roadster has been found covered in debris 
   in Dorset having been stored in a garage for some 20 years.  
   The vehicle was discovered by auctioneers after the executor 
   of a will instructed them to visit a cottage near Shaftesbury to
   identify valuable items.  Imagine their suprise when they 
   found the MGA covered in rubble in the garage.

   Having removed the MGA from beneath the piles of wood, 
   plastic, cables and general household waste, the car is to be 
   sold at an auction in April with an estimated value, in its 
   current condition, of between £8,000 and £15,000.   

   However, following a significant excavation effort by auctioneers it is set to find a new owner when it goes 
   under the hammer.  The 1960 model, finished in Iris Blue with the registration 190 RTJ had completely flat
   tyres and sagging seats after the open-top motor had been bearing the weight of clutter for years.  
   Boxes, tins, broken wicker furniture and even the chassis of a remote control car was scattered over the top 
   of the bodywork and interior.

   As well as the car, photographs documenting the history of the classic vehicle were also found.   Showing the  
   MGA had undergone a part restoration in the 1980s but was placed in the garage soon after and before a
   rebuild of the engine could be completed.  Photos also showed that the car had arrived at the cottage some 50 
   years ago and passed through the hands of three owners, all from the same family, who lived in the same,
   16th Century, thatched-roof cottage over time.  The car would seem to have been bodily restored, and then 
   wheeled back into the garage for work to the engine, and there it stayed, unfinished.
     
   The the mileage of the car can’t be verified however, the host of paperwork and accompanying photographs - 
   fully documents the step-by-step stages of the unfinished restoration.  This could be used to clarify its 
   authenticity.  If the winning bidder is willing to spend the necessary funds to turn it back to its best, they 
   could make a small profit at the end of the day!
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                VALENTINE CELEBRATIONS                                       
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                      Martin and Sue celebrating Valentine’s day with ‘Meg’
               

            

           Victoria Dickerson enjoying a Valentine picnic
                       
                   
          Theo van der Hoek having a Valentine
                                   breakfast à la MGA

 

        

        

         
      

        Sabine Kohler sharing Valentine ‘kuchen’ with Fee

      

       

                      Valentine roses for Carol Cromhout



                             SUNDAY FIGURE 8 DRIVE-BY
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         MISCELLANEOUS

                  

‘   
  
     
       

              Colin Cromhout’s MGB in need of a ‘cat-scan’

                                                MG pedal car in British Racing Green

                          

        

                
 Wooden model of Tony Bruton’s MGB 
        
        Another Robin who readsThe Breed ??

 

                                        
                                                                              
        

        

I’M A SEENAGER                   (sent in by Martin Davies)    
I’ve just discovered my age group!
I am a ‘Seenager’ (Senior teenager).  I have everything that I wanted as a teenager, only 55-60 years later.
I don’t have to go to school or work.
I get an allowance every month.
I have my own iPad.
I don’t have a curfew.
I have a driver’s license, my own car, and it’s an ‘MG’.
I have ID that gets me into bars and the wine store.  I like the wine store best.
The people I hang around with are not scared of getting pregnant, they aren’t scared of anything, they 
have been blessed to live this long, why be scared?
And I don’t have acne.
Life is Good!  Also, you will feel much more intelligent after reading this, if you are a ‘Seenager’.
Brains of older people are slow because they know so much.
People do not decline mentally with age; it just takes them longer to recall facts because they have more 
information in their brains.
Scientists believe this also makes you hard of hearing as it puts pressure on your inner ear.
Also, older people often go to another room to get something and when they get there, they stand there 
wondering what they came for.   It is NOT a memory problem; it is nature’s way of making older people 
do more exercise.
So there you have it. The truth at last.
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     FOR SALE          

        
  

                                                    
 

        
                                          
 

                                    
                               
           

               
             

                  

                                                     
   
                                                                      
                    
                                                
                                    
              
 

     

                            
                           
                           
        
                 

         
          
                   
                                                                         
         

 
   2003 MG TF160    
Mileage:  low 87 500 Km, excellent condition.  Price:  R78 000
Engine:  4 cylinder 1800cc VVC -  Gearbox: 5 speed manual
Colour:  British racing green with black leather interior
Tyres:     All brand new – correct size.   Full service history 
complete with all paperwork, handbook and workshop manual.
Contact:  Steven Brown (non-member) 083 260 0229
email:  stevenbrown@woolworths.co.za

          

                    2004 MG TF 135 (NON V.V.C.) Metallic silver, correct 
                      original wheels with Michelin Pilot Exalto Tyres. 133000km. 
                  Good condition but has overheating problems.  Engine
                    replaced in 2012 with brand new engine, has done approx.
                  30 000km, now new engine overheating.  Car sold with
                  original engine which has been refurbished correctly.   
                              Air conditioner fitted.
                  Price:  R90 000 for car and refurbished engine (onco)
                  Contact: Mike Plows (member) 
                                                                                          079 038 0714 / 036 352 6433.

  

  New MGC complete water pump -- Moss Motors price $99-99, Brown & Gammons GBP 70-86. 
  Both exclude freight and SA VAT.   Will accept R1500 onco.
  and
  Immaculate set of 4 MGB painted steel Rostyle wheels, including hub caps and good tyres.  No dings or rust on 
  the wheels which have only done 67 000 Kms from new, on the Highveld - R2000 onco.  No longer available 
  from either Moss or B&G.  
  and
  Free for anyone wishing to collect:  A collection of Classic and Sports Car magazines from mid 1980s -2020
  focusing on MGs in particular however, a wealth of material on the Classic Car movement.
  Contact:  Justin Moore (member) 082 777 0952  or  Jennifer 072 106 4268

       These advertisements are placed for the benefit of MG Club members.   

              The MG Club has no involvement in these advertisements and does not warranty 

                   the accuracy or content of the items listed.
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          MG CAR CLUB - CAPE TOWN CENTRE
       NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
	 	 	 	 							 		Saturday	13th	March	2021

 In terms of Clause 9.1 of the constitution, notice is hereby given of the Annual General 
 Meeting (AGM) of the MG Car Club Cape Town Centre to be held as follows:

	 Date:   Saturday 13th March 2021

	 Time:   15.00

	 Venue:  The meeting will be held using the Zoom platform.

 Agenda:  See attached AGM agenda.

 Minutes of the previous AGM were published in The Breed in April, 2020. 
 Please refer to these if needed.

 Proxies:       If you are unable to attend, please appoint a proxy (using the attached 
                     proxy form) to vote on your behalf. Proxy forms must be emailed to 
                     the Honorary Secretary prior to the meeting.

 Meeting invitations will be emailed to all members during the week preceding the AGM. 
 The meeting invitation will include the login details for the meeting.

 Philip Roux 
 Honorary Secretary 
 28th January 2021
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      AGENDA FOR THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
             THE MG CAR CLUB - CAPE TOWN CENTRE
       TO BE HELD ON
        SATURDAY 13th MARCH 2021
      AT 15H00 VIA ZOOM

 

      1. Welcome and apologies         MJ

      2. Verification of quorum          MJ

      3. Remembering those who have passed away (Reflective quietus)    MJ

      4. Adoption of the minutes of the previous AGM (14th March 2020)    PR
  4.1 Corrections and proposer and seconder for adoption 
  4.2 Matters arising from the previous AGM (not covered below) 

      5. President’s report          JP

      6. Chairman’s report          MJ

      7. Secretary’s report          PR

      8. Treasurer’s report and adoption of accounts       BA

      9. Trustees’ report                                                             SL/GM  
      
     10. Acceptance of new President         MJ

     11. Appointment of Trustees         MJ

     12. Appointment of Cape Town Centre Representatives on the National Body   MJ

     13. Election of committee members, appointment of ex-officio members and thanks to 
 outgoing officials          MJ

     14. General           All

     15. Thanks and closure          MJ
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            MG Car Club - Cape Town Centre
             2021 Annual General Meeting
	 	 	 	 	 								13th	March	2021

      

      PROXY FORM

 

 
	 To	The	Honorary	Secretary,	
 MG Car Club - Cape Town Centre 

	 I,		_______________________________________________,		being	a	member	of	the	
	 MG	Car	Club	-	Cape	Town	Centre,	in	good	standing,	hereby	appoint	

	 __________________________________________________
	 or	failing	him/her,	the	Chairman,	as	my	proxy	to	attend,	speak	and	vote	for	me	on	my	
	 behalf	at	the	Annual	General	Meeting	of	the	MG	Car	Club	-	Cape	Town	Centre,	to	be	
	 held	on	13th	March	2021,	and	any	adjournment	thereof.

 
	 Signed:	_________________________________________	

	 Name	in	full:	_____________________________________
 
	 NB:	This	form	is	to	be	sent	to	and	registered	with	the	Honorary	Secretary	before	
	 commencement	of	the	AGM.
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  The	Annual	General	Meeting	of	the	MG	Car	Club,	Cape	Town	Centre,
	 	 	 						will	be	held	on	Saturday	13th	March	2021
	 	 	 	 	 	at	15H00	via	Zoom

  

     CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

     The following committee positions will be automatically vacated at the AGM. 
     Retiring committee members are eligible for re-election, should they be willing. 

  1. Chairman
  2. Honorary Secretary
  3. Honorary Treasurer
  4. Register Secretary
  5. Membership Secretary
  6. Committee Member (without portfolio)

     Nominations are hereby called for election to the Committee to fill the above positions.   
     These are to be in writing, addressed to the Honorary Secretary, preferably via e-mail:   
     philipjroux@gmail.com to be received by him no later than 28th February 2021. 

     When nominating a member, please remember to state the member’s name, position 
     nominated for, and their willingness to stand. Nominees must have been members for at 
     least one year. Nominees for the role of Chairman must have been a member for at least 
     two years.

     Election of the new Committee members will take place by a member’s vote at the AGM, 
     as per the agenda distributed. 

     Philip Roux 
     Honorary Secretary 
     28th January 2021 
   



      
   
       MG CAR CLUB - CAPE TOWN CENTRE

           NOMINATION FORM – 2021 AGM

As a member in good standing, I hereby nominate ……………………………………

for the position of ……………………………………………………………

My full name:………………………………………………………

My signature:…………………………………………… 
(not required for email nominations)

Signature	of	nominee,	indicating	willingness	to	stand:…………………………………
(not required for email nominations)

The content of this nomination can be copied into an email and sent directly to the Honorary Secretary, 
with a cc to the Nominee.  The Nominee can indicate his acceptance by email to the Honorary 
Secretary.

Philip Roux 
Honorary Secretary 
philipjroux@gmail.com
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