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Ex-Officio:

So........when you indulge your ‘someone special’ with a
Valentine’s Day surprise please be sure to indulge the Editor
with a photo of this romantic occasion.
Be it, a dinner by candlelight (thanks to Eskom) or a social
distanced picnic in your garden (thanks to Covid) enjoy the
day and the extra special moments.
Please send the photos to: franjohnson35@hotmail.com or
whatsapp 082 733 7258 for inclusion in the next newsletter.
Perhaps you have had a ‘Was my face Red’ moment as poor
Mike experienced (pg.5). If you have, please share it with
the MG members ~ let’s have a laugh.
The forthcoming AGM will take place on 13th March,
details and notices can be found on (pgs. 9-13).
Please send in your articles and photos for the March
newsletter by 23rd February.
Happy Valentine’s Day.

Fran
Front page photo:
Rod Green with his 1934 MG J2
under a magnificent Flamboyant Tree

Our bank details:

			
		
Regalia			
			
			

Colin Cromhout
021 715 5497 / 082 576 6392
colincromhout@gmail.com

Club Historian 		

Vacant

Crankhandle Club Liaison
Mike Johnson (temporary)
			
021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
			
franjohnson35@hotmail.com
			
					
			

February is the month of love ~ a time for Valentine’s Day
celebrations that highlights the importance of love in our
lives. February is also a very significant month for Mike and
I as we will celebrate our 50th wedding anniversary.
Incredible how the years have flown by!

Bank: 			
Standard Bank
Account: 		
MG Car Club – Cape Town Centre
Branch code: 		
036 309
Internet Branch code: 051001
Account number:
271157925
Disclaimer:

Views, comments, opinions, advice or suggestions in this newsletter are
those of the contributors and advertisers and are not necessarily those of
the club or its committee. Availability and condition of items advertised
for sale are not guaranteed by the club or the committee. Whilst every care
is taken in compiling the contents of the newsletter the club, committee
and officials assume no responsibility for any effects arising therefrom.
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FROM THE CHAIR
Looking on the bright side, the sun is out even if MG club members are not and the strong ‘Cape
Doctor’ is blowing the ever lurking ills and threats out to sea. To brighten my life and compel me to
think of past enjoyable MG moments, I have removed the covers of my TD and what a joy! ~ the
entire garage looks so much brighter and pleasant, which perhaps explains the number of hours spent
their recently.
Often pondering on what to scribble about, inspiration suddenly comes from the strangest places.
Whilst waiting in a car park recently, another car parked alongside me. Attached to the windscreen
was a phone or Garmin holder ~ this made me realise just how dangerously distracted modern
drivers can become. Surrounded by the abundance of electronic gadgets available; cell phones, radios,
cd players and ‘what not’ there is so much for them to focus their attention on. Just imagine a TC
driver trying to steer his car on the straight and narrow whilst occupied by all this paraphernalia.
I do know of one TC driver who came to grief because of a Garmin device ~ I can still see him
forlornly surveying the slight ‘Reck-age’ to his car and mine!
Committee News: A Zoom committee meeting was held this month which was a novel experience
for some of the members. The main topic of discussion being focused on the forthcoming March
Annual General Meeting, which will more than likely be conducted in this manner should the
Crankhandle clubhouse still not be available because of current restrictions. Details for a Zoom
meeting will be sent out beforehand. Once again, an appeal goes out to our members to please
consider volunteering for the many committee positions that will be available.
It is hoped that the current hiatus of events and runs is not misconstrued as an indication of a nonfunctional club. Despite the club’s current inactivity there has been a surprising number of new
members joining our ranks over the past few months. We hope to meet them all in person when
conditions will allow.
Our main focus remains on the welfare and health of our members and ensuring that we all get
through this desperate and worrying period, so that we may enjoy our MGs and social events once
again. From the many comments received it appears that the majority of our MG members appreciate
the cautious stance that has been taken. Other MG centres have also chosen to cancel or postpone
their future events until further notice, thereby showing consideration towards their members.
Mike		
P.S. Not once in the above report has mention been made of the dreaded C-19 word!
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CONDOLENCES
			

Club member, Mervyn Corbishley sadly passed away on Thursday
7th January. Mervyn will be fondly remembered by many as a good
friend and an uassuming, true gentleman. He was Honorary Treasurer on
the MG National Body as well as the MG Car Cub Cape Town Centre for a
				
number of years. He was most
supportive of the MG Club whenever called
upon to do so, in particular when it came to Cape Centres gatherings or
Indaba events. He was also a keen, amateur racing driver in his trusty MGA.
The MG Car Club committee and members wish to convey their deepest
sympathy to Laurette and the family. Our thoughts are with them all at
this very sad time.
				

*

*

*

*

*

It has also come to our attention that Honorary life member, Muriel Billingham,
has passed away at the age of 90. Muriel and her husband Dennis were very
prominent members of the club from the 1950s up until Dennis’ death in 1985.
				

*

*

*

*

*

					

New Members
#1382 Eddie van Eeden, Worcester

1968 MGB GT
082 782 1396 ~ email: eddie@vls.co.za

#1383 Gerard Sasha Pats-Nougues, Somerset West

1981 MGB GT ~ 082 443 1534
email: sasha@sashainternational.co.za

					
Resignation
#1262 Stefan du Toit - emigrating to USA
				

*

*

*

*
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OUT & ABOUT
21st February
		

13th March

MG Club Run ~ Instead of the Chairman’s run we will organise a run with
‘no start and no end’. If you feel inclined to join in and take your MG for a run
please let me know and I will email the details. Looking forward to seeing you
all pass by. Contact: Geoff Ballantyne 078 405 0889
Annual General Meeting (pg.9-13)

April

British Sports Car Tour hosted by Triumph Club (TBA)

May

Cape Centres Gathering - Morgan Bay (cancelled)

May
Knysna Car Show (cancelled / postponed until 2022)
					
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
1- Ken Bromage, Annelise Waller

		

3- Audrey Hodgson		

5- Sharon Zazeraj, Stan Shield

		

9- Volker Schuttler

		

10- George Toop						

14- Liz van Breda, Martin Davies

15- Pam Leach, Lester Braun					

16- Peter Robertson

17- Cathy Shaw, Caro Sands, Jenny Eastman			

18- Barry Staak, Kevin Hill		

19- Peter Morrison, Johan Kriek				

20- Ken Priday

21- Fred Phillips, Brodwyn Wilson				

23- Loraine Reck

28- Mike Johnson, Hilary Wyness				

29- Geoff Husk

		
		

											
			
WAS MY FACE RED?
~ Mike Johnson
Over the years we must all have had some embarrassing moments with our MGs, some of which
we would prefer to forget. Others again are worth remembering if only for the sheer hilarity of the
moment.
As a smarty-pants 20-year-old, I had perhaps my most ridiculous, embarrassing experience. My
friend Ronnie and I were driving along the Sea Point promenade main road one pleasant, summer
evening when we decided to park and watch (from a distance) the interest the TD generated with
the strolling passer-by’s. Sure enough, there soon assembled a few gawkers. At this point I had
decided we should make a grand departure by stepping over the doors and slipping down into the
seats before roaring off.
This would not have been unusual but I decided to be even more of a ‘show-off’. As Ronnie
gracefully stepped over the passenger side-door and plonked himself into the seat I decided on a
more spectacular style. Stepping up onto the rear bumper I swung the other leg over toward the
seat, misjudged the distance, lost my balance and somehow ended up with my foot jammed
between the steering wheel and dashboard. The rest of me fell into the seat in a most undignified,
twisted heap.
Once I had extricated and unknotted myself I quickly started the TD and sedately drove away.
The open-mouth astonishment of the ‘pavement gawkers’ faces was a sight indeed. My TD
was red in those days ~ a shade that obviously would have matched my face!
I was probably far more agile and supple in those youthful years because I just cannot replicate
that almost impossible manoeuvre today ~ besides I may scratch my polished dashboard.
					

*

*

*
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*

*

How much is your classic worth?
A rare, classic Bugatti Type 57S, is to be auctioned in London on 19th February with a price estimate of

between £5 million and £7 million (a staggering R103 million). This Bugatti Type 57S is one of only 42
that were produced.
Little has been heard of this car for the last 50 years, as it remained in the North Staffordshire workshop
of its late owner, Bugatti aficionado, Bill Turnbull since 1969. Soon after buying the 57S in 1969,
Bill Turnbull corresponded with all four previous owners and, after a short period of use, stripped it down
in his workshop to embark upon a full restoration to his own high standards. His work was almost complete
at the time of his death.

The 57S - ‘S’ signifies a lowered body while the
3,257cc twin-cam straight-eight engine came
straight out of the Grand Prix racers. It was
originally ordered new by Robert Ropner, a
member of the Ropner Shipping Line family,
from a renowned London dealership.
Robert Ropner specified a custom-built fourseater sports Grand Routier body, fashioned by
the celebrated coach-builders Corsica of London,
to envelope its powerful 3.3-litre engine, which
made the 57S the fastest road car of its day with
a top speed in the region of 115mph. The car was
nicknamed ‘Dulcie’ due to its British registration
number ‘DUL 351’.
					
					
					
					
					

With the success of the marque on the racetrack during the golden
era of the 1930s, Bugatti sports cars were regarded as Grand Prix cars
for the road and were often the off-duty transport for leading racing
drivers. The car’s second owner was Rodney Clarke, who was the
founder of the post war British Connaught Grand Prix racing team.

					
This classic, with almost perfect black paintwork, cream leather interior
					
and the original coach work will be offered to the highest bidder. It
					
also comes with certification and a well documented history file.
							
			
					
*
*
*
*
*
		

			

6

TECHNICAL TALK		

~ Pat Coyne

MGTF 135 Hooter Many of us hardly ever use our car hooter ~ until it stops working. Mine stopped

working and after all the usual fuse checks, the local auto-electrician told me the problem was something
called a Rotary Coupler @ R9000 plus two days labour. A quick internet search found the Coupler Rover
MG part YRC100300 for R3000 plus a video on how to do the job in 15 minutes. So after disconnecting the
battery for a day (the book says 20 minutes) to disable the airbags, the job was started.
Make sure the steering wheel is centred. Put a strip of masking tape from the wheel to the dash,mark a
line across and cut through. With a new torque socket the first of two airbag retaining screws were removed
the second (which had been loosened first) would no longer accept the torque socket. A fter a hour of frustration (with thoughts of setting the car on fire), Rongzi persuaded me to phone Roger Lewis for help. It was
found that the head of the Torque screw was blocked ! The tip of the Torque socket had broken off in the screw!
After much tapping / hammering with sharp pointed tools the offending bit of metal came out and the screw
removed. The airbag from the centre of the wheel could now be removed.
Disconnect the heavy yellow air bag wire. Loosen the 19mm nut on the wheel centre, pull wheel
towards you - when loose, remove nut and wheel. Remove the column covers.
Now you can remove the faulty rotary coupler, (4 screws) .
As the book says it is now the reverse procedure, plug in the new yellow cable into the back of the airbag
and remove the blue plastic lock from the RC (DO NOT REMOVE BEFORE)
Reconnect battery and you now should have a working hooter.
Huge thanks to Rodger Lewis who did most of the work.
				

*

*

*

*

*

LETTERS

Dear members of the MG Car Club,
Thank you for your condolences and the beautiful flowers I have received. Mervyn had many
happy years as a member and also taking part in the various activities. It was a part of his life that he
enjoyed tremendously. Stay safe.
Regards,
Laurette

Dear MG members,
March is AGM time and the time for changes in the committee and this means we need members to come
forward and offer to serve (or maybe to be cajoled!). We need young and new ideas and enthusiasm. If
Covid continues to curtail gatherings, we need innovative digital meetings and social distancing runs. We
need to keep the Club alive and with hope for the future.
In March, long-serving Chairman, Mike and Editor Fran, are standing down. Fran is happy to remain as
Breed editor as an ex-officio member of the committee (unless someone would like to offer to take on this
portfolio).
In fact the terms of office of the other members of the committee (except for Geoff ) come to an end in March,
and although they may stand for re-election if no suitable members can be recruited, it would be preferable to
bring new faces to the committee.
Please contact Mike by 15th February if you would like to ‘do your bit’ for the Club – its not onerous and
afterall it is your club! We are all hoping that we will once again be able to enjoy our MGs and the company
of our MG friends during 2021.
Warm regards,
Joan Parker - President MGCC-CTC
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FOR SALE

2003 MG TF160
Mileage: low 87 500 Km, excellent condition. Price: R78 000
Engine: 4 cylinder 1800cc VVC - Gearbox: 5 speed manual
Colour: British racing green with black leather interior
Tyres: All brand new – correct size. Full service history
complete with all paperwork, handbook and workshop manual.
Contact: Steven Brown (non-member) 083 260 0229
email: stevenbrown@woolworths.co.za

Due to moving to a smaller house, I need to rehome some MG ‘stuff’.
Contact: Pat Coyne (member) 072 348 9943

MGYA SPARES
A back end MGYA couch / 2x headlights & bar grille / Front windscreen with hinges
Bumper which has been cut in half / 2 front panels next to grille / Carburetor / Walnut dash with dials
Contact: Rose Gee (non-member) 061 236 4030 email: rose.gee7@gmail.com
			

    These advertisements are placed for the benefit of MG Club members.   
            The MG Club has no involvement in these advertisements and does not warranty
   

            the accuracy or content of the items listed.
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MG CAR CLUB - CAPE TOWN CENTRE
							
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
        Saturday 13th March 2021

In terms of Clause 9.1 of the constitution, notice is hereby given of the Annual General
Meeting (AGM) of the MG Car Club Cape Town Centre to be held as follows:
Date: 		

Saturday 13th March 2021

Time: 		

15.00

Venue:

The meeting will be held using the Zoom platform.

Agenda:

See attached AGM agenda.

Minutes of the previous AGM were published in The Breed in April, 2020.
Please refer to these if needed.
Proxies:

If you are unable to attend, please appoint a proxy (using the attached
proxy form) to vote on your behalf. Proxy forms must be emailed to
the Honorary Secretary prior to the meeting.

Meeting invitations will be emailed to all members during the week preceding the AGM.
The meeting invitation will include the login details for the meeting.
Philip Roux
Honorary Secretary
28th January 2021

‘			
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AGENDA FOR THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
		
THE MG CAR CLUB - CAPE TOWN CENTRE
					
TO BE HELD ON
				
SATURDAY 13th MARCH 2021
					
AT 15H00 VIA ZOOM
			

						
1.
Welcome and apologies										
MJ
								
2.
Verification of quorum										
MJ
			
					
			
				
3.

Remembering those who have passed away (Reflective quietus)					

MJ

4.
Adoption of the minutes of the previous AGM (14th March 2020)					
		
4.1 Corrections and proposer and seconder for adoption
		
4.2 Matters arising from the previous AGM (not covered below)

PR

5.

President’s report										

JP

6.

Chairman’s report										

MJ

7.

Secretary’s report										

PR

8.

				
							
Treasurer’s
report and adoption of accounts							

BA

9.

Trustees’ report											
				
						

SL/GM
			

									

				

10.
Acceptance of new President									
				
						

MJ

11.

		
				
Appointment
of Trustees									

MJ

12.

Appointment of Cape Town Centre Representatives on the National Body				

MJ

														
13.
Election of committee members, appointment of ex officio members and thanks to
					
14.

outgoing officials										

MJ

General												

All

			
							
15.
Thanks
and
closure										
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MJ

								
					
MG Car Club - Cape Town Centre

				

2021 Annual General Meeting
             13th March 2021

						
						

PROXY FORM

To The Honorary Secretary,
MG Car Club - Cape Town Centre

I,  _______________________________________________,  being a member of the
MG Car Club - Cape Town Centre, in good standing, hereby appoint
________________________________________________________________
		
or failing him/her, the Chairman, as my proxy to attend, speak and vote for me on my
behalf at the Annual General Meeting of the MG Car Club - Cape Town Centre, to be
held on 13th March 2021, and any adjournment thereof.

				
							
Signed: _________________________________________

								
					
		

				
								
Name in full: __________________________________________________
NB: This form is to be sent to and registered with the Honorary Secretary before
				
commencement of the AGM.
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The Annual General Meeting of the MG Car Club, Cape Town Centre,
			
    will be held on Saturday 13th March 2021

					

at 15H00 via Zoom

		
							
		

					

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

The following committee positions will be automatically vacated at the AGM.
Retiring committee members are eligible for re-election, should they be willing.
		
		
		
		
		
		

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Chairman
Honorary Secretary
Honorary Treasurer
Register Secretary
Membership Secretary
Committee Member (without portfolio)

		

Nominations are hereby called for election to the Committee to fill the above positions. 		
These are to be in writing, addressed to the Honorary Secretary, preferably via e-mail: 		
philipjroux@gmail.com to be received by him no later than 28th February 2021.
When nominating a member, please remember to state the member’s name, position
nominated for, and their willingness to stand. Nominees must have been members for at
least one year. Nominees for the role of Chairman must have been a member for at least
two years.
Election of the new Committee members will take place by a member’s vote at the AGM,
as per the agenda distributed.
		
			
Philip Roux

Honorary Secretary
28th January 2021
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MG CAR CLUB - CAPE TOWN CENTRE
NOMINATION FORM – 2021 AGM

As a member in good standing, I hereby nominate ……………………………………………………
for the position of ……………………………………………………………
My full name:………………………………………………………………………..

My signature:………………………………………………………………………..
(not required for email nominations)

Signature of nominee, indicating willingness to stand:…………………………………………………
(not required for email nominations)
The content of this nomination can be copied into an email and sent directly to the Honorary Secretary,
with a cc to the Nominee. The Nominee can indicate his acceptance by email to the Honorary
Secretary.

Philip Roux
Honorary Secretary
philipjroux@gmail.com
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