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joanrparker@gmail.com

Trustees 			
			
			
		

Stuart Leach
021 785 3189 / 082 491 0687
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We all seem to be in the same boat at the moment, riding
out the COVID-19 ‘storm’. There are many of us who have
family and friends all around the globe and we are bound
to feel pretty anxious at times. Don’t despair or feel alone
~ there is always someone on the other end of a phone,
Skype or even an email.

Gareth McConkey
021 712 4260 / 079 494 2997
gareth@jantech.co.za

In fact now may be the best time to haul out all your old
photos and MG memories and send them to me for
publishing in The Breed.

Chairman 		
			
			
			

Mike Johnson
021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
franjohnson35@hotmail.com

Ronnie Grace from Langebaan was awarded the 2019
Penman Trophy ~ you too could be in line for this award
next year. Doesn’t this sound all too familiar? Off she goes
again....Nag, nag, nag!
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Brian Aslett
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Committee

If you missed the AGM you can read all about it in the Minutes on pg. 11/14. All articles and reports to be in by 23rd
April please.
Sending big MG hugs - from a distance.
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Fran Johnson
021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
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Membership Secretary
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Ex-Officio:

(sung by Bette Midler)

Fran
_______________________________________________
Front page photos by Viv James:
Top:
1954 MG TF owner - Glynn Barton
Bottom: 1950 MG TD owner - John Elliott
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Colin Cromhout
021 715 5497 / 082 576 6392
colincromhout@gmail.com

Club Historian 		

Vacant

Crankhandle Club Liaison
Mike Johnson (temporary)
			
021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
			
franjohnson35@hotmail.com
			
					
			

From a distance there is harmony
And it echoes through the land
It’s the voice of hope
It’s the voice of peace
It’s the voice of every man

Geoff Ballantyne
021 531 4849 / 078 405 0889
geofferyballantyne@gmail.com

Bank: 			
Standard Bank
Account: 		
MG Car Club – Cape Town Centre
Branch code: 		
036 309
Internet Branch code: 051001
Account number:
271157925
Disclaimer:

Views, comments, opinions, advice or suggestions in this newsletter are
those of the contributors and advertisers and are not necessarily those of
the club or its committee. Availability and condition of items advertised
for sale are not guaranteed by the club or the committee. Whilst every care
is taken in compiling the contents of the newsletter the club, committee
and officials assume no responsibility for any effects arising therefrom.
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FROM THE CHAIR
With the 2020 AGM behind us we can look forward to another year of MG activities but what a
dismal beginning thanks to COVID-19. This pandemic has curtailed the activities of many sporting
and motoring clubs, including ours. As frustrating as it may be, we should all appreciate and be
extremely grateful for the timely action taken by our Government. We can do our bit by playing by
the rules. In the interest of members health it was decided that all Club events be cancelled until
further notice when hopefully we can once again safely take our MGs out on the road. It must be
said that our MG Club appears to be one of the first motoring clubs to initiate this action, with
which a number of our members have heartily concurred.
From a Club perspective regrettably leaving our MGs in the garage is one negative aspect of
this sorry state of affairs. Most of us will take this opportunity to catch up on some outstanding
‘fine tuning and fiddling’ on our MGs. Don’t forget the battery!
The AGM attendance was heartening with 41 members plus 7 proxies. My sincere thanks to
those members who took the time to attend and to the committee for ensuring it was a
successful meeting. With the arrival of COVID-19 in South Africa the committee felt it prudent
and in the best interest of our members, to display a cautionary sign at the clubhouse entrance,
requesting members to adhere to safe greeting practice. It was indeed gratifying to note our
members taking cognisance of this request. Considering the recent, rapid developments we now
realise it was the correct decision to take.
Your committee remains largely unchanged for 2020/21 except that Club veteran, Geoff
Ballantyne replaces Martin Davies as Social & Events Secretary. Martin has done a sterling
job in his portfolio for 4 years for which he must be congratulated. A big concern ahead
is the 2021 AGM when a number of committee members will have completed their term
and as repeatedly stressed, new faces are needed to take over. A comment from the floor
suggested that our members are obviously satisfied with the committee’s performance. Be that
as it may, human nature will prevail and members certainly would not like to have a committee
that develops an untouchable and complacent attitude, this so easily happens. More of my
nagging to follow in the year ahead!
Below is a comment from club member Roger Tipping, which was shared with the committee.
“Owning and driving an MG is merely a hobby to us and can be shelved at any time –
COVID-19 is not a hobby!”

Keep your distance and stay safe.

Mike							
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OUT AND ABOUT

			

APRIL

Due to the current emergency situation in South Africa all MG Car Club
meetings, Natters and events are cancelled until further notice
British Sports Car Tour organised by The Triumph Club has been postponed
until 11th October 2020 (details to follow at a later date)

MAY

TBA

				
					

SOCIAL NEWS

New Members
# 1372 Shaheed Shaik, Ottery - 2003 MG TF 021 703 6858 / 084 586 9488
email: stonefountain@connectedsa.co.za
# 1373 Frans Theunissen, Fisherhaven - 1962 MGB Roadster (ex Doug Peiser)

028 315 1990 / 082 559 4290 email: fransfisherhaven.co.za

Resignations
# 1331 Mike & Julia Hoare

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
3- Henry Watermeyer
			
10 - Glynn Barton		
			
13 - Robert Windebank
			
16 - Brian Hogg
		
19 - John Bulman		
		
25 - William Ribbans, Rita Floyd		
28 - Roger Manton, Caryl Phillips, Pat Lawson

4 - Jane Landau, Liz Greenwood
12- Stefan du Toit
		
14 - Pauline Nel, Riaz Ismail
18 - James Ballantyne
22 - Annie Carson
26 - Veronica Browne			
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February Veterans’ Run to Toeka Stoor - Paarl
				
			

Photos: Philip Roux
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THE LIGHTER SIDE OF MG LIFE
A short technical Clutch problem

On two occasions of late the clutch on the MGB disappears, the usual suspects are
the hydraulics at one end or the other, but in this case neither, all was new.
Thanks to a tipoff the criminal in this case was the cap of the reservoir, the crime a
partial blocked breather hole. Sentence was a good cleaning of the cap and making
sure the breather was clear. - Roger Lewis
					
					
***************
MG Blues
I took my MG out for a spin and health check.
It hasn’t washed its hands (or any other part) for a while, but no dry coughs
from the engine and the carbs are not having any breathing difficulty.
Both water and oil temperatures stayed well below fever level.
It also stayed at least 2 metres from any spitting tailpipes in front.
It will now be practicing self-isolation in the garage.
Morbidly Grounded for now.

- Roy Zazeraj

					

IF MY BODY WAS A CAR

***************

An in depth analysis of aging - courtesy of Ed Beyer

If my body was a car, this is the time I would be thinking about
trading it in for a newer model.
I’ve got bumps and dents and scratches in my finish
and my paint job is getting a little dull...
But that’s not the worst of it.
My headlights are out of focus, and
it’s especially hard to see things up close.
My traction is not as graceful as it once was.
I slip and slide and skid and bump into things even in the best of weather.
My whitewalls are stained with varicose veins.
It takes me hours to reach my maximum speed.
My fuel rate burns inefficiently.
But here’s the worst of it.......
Almost every time I sneeze, cough or
splutter, either my Radiator leaks
or my Exhaust backfires!
					

		

sent in by Celia Baylis							
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AWARDS PRESENTED AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
						
						
										

		
Clubman Trophy - Sue Jones
						

Chairman’s Workhorse Trophy - Shirley Roux

Most interesting Veterans’ Run - Colin Cromhout

			

						

Gold award for Concours d’Etat - Buddy Mockford

						
								
								
									

Thank you Joan 				

Thank you Frenske

		
Trophy for the most interesting Veterans’ Run

Photos: Frenske Otzen Photography
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FOR SALE

			
				
				
				

1970 MG Midget Fair condition, complete with soft top & tonneau
cover. Price R85,000 or nearest close offer.
Contact: Roger Bagshaw (member) 082 224 3909

			
				

1958 MGA (1500cc) with spoked wheels and luggage carrier.
Engine rebuilt 5 years ago, in stunning mechanical repair with
no rust. Brakes newly repaired - fully serviced last year.
Often driven 350kms to visit family and join monthly runs with
the Overberg Classic Car Group. Price: R395 000
Contact: Maureen James (member) 083 724 7777

						
						
						
						
						
						
						
						
						
						
						

1980 MG B GT (ex-Jimmy Alexander) Registered 1982.
Good, daily runner with 5th gear and 2 passenger seats
for children. When folded down, the backseats make a
large carrying area. No rust and excellent paintwork.
Price: R135 000
Contact: Maureeen James (member) 083 724 7777
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1975 MGB - white, recently had a complete engine rebuild,
fitted with Standard pistons. New clutch etc., diff de-clunked,
brakes and steering overhauled. New brake and
clutch master and slave cylinders. Re-profiled camshaft with
new followers, new distributor and an extra cooling fan.
Cylinder head acid cleaned, valve seats hardened and
valves re-seated. Fitted with extra, supporting suspension.
Re-upholstered in leather and re-carpeted, hood and
tonneau cover in excellent condition. Stainless steel exhaust
system. Price: R120 000
Contact: Neville Wyness (member) 083 307 9936/ 021 782 9651

2004 MG TF135 - Well kept.

Low mileage: 29997 Miles (48275 km)
New correct tyre sizes recently fitted. Full service history
Price: R75,000
Contact: Brian James (member) 082 5520586
email brian@brabek.co.za

						

						

1973 MGB GT - dark blue. New, reconditioned engine

						
						
						
						
					
			

This is a Show car for Motor Shows only. Won 1st prize
as Best Car on Show at the Prince Alfred Hamlet Festival.
Lack of garage space forces sale. Price: R130,000
Contact: Ronnie Grace (member) Langebaan			
072 229 8859 / email: rongrace@mweb.co.za		

		
									

1967 MGB GT

Colour - old English White. Wire wheels plus spare wire wheel. With overdrive.
Still with generator fitted. Good running condition, car is presently in Cape Town area.
Price: R95,000
Contact: Lance Palmer (non-member) 082 921 9260 / email: palmers@cybersmart .co.za
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FOR SALE
M-type

Chassis number is not legible but part is 177
Engine Number: MGA 2114.
Comprises of the following as per photo:
Chassis, front axles, engine, rear axle, radiator and cowl,
2 x 3-speed gearboxes, one 4-speed Moss gearbox,
UK-reconditioned speedometer, spare cylinder head,
wheels, headlights, support brackets for headlights,
steering wheels x 2, steering column, wire wheels x 8 in
various state of disrepair, hood frame and lots of other
small bits and pieces. POA
Contact: Neil Beck (member) 021 674 1624 or
email: jdbeck3101@gmail.com

WANTED
									
MG Midget - 13inch Rostyle wheelrim

Contact: Tinus (non-member) 083 293 5495 / 027 318 1076 (Niewoudtville)

															
						
								
		

These advertisements are placed for the benefit of MG Club members.
The MG Club has no involvement in these advertisements and does not warranty

			

the accuracy or content of the items listed.
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
					
						
				
THE MG CAR
CLUB, CAPE TOWN CENTRE

		

					
HELD ON
				
SATURDAY 14th MARCH 2020
			
AT THE CRANKHANDLE CLUB CLUBHOUSE
				
9 RIEBEEK STREET, WYNBERG
						
AT 15H00

1. Welcome and apologies The Chairman, Mike Johnson called the meeting to order and
welcomed all present. A special welcome was extended to those members present who
had not been seen at the club meetings for some time. He thanked the attending members
									
for taking cognisance of the COVID-19 precautionary sign placed on the gate.
It was noted that apologies were received from the following members who were unable to
							
attend the AGM: Paul & Wendy Wilcox, Stuart and Pam Leach, Carol Cromhout,
Mervyn Corbishley and Laurette Ford, Pat and Rongzi Coyne, Darryl and Victoria Dickerson,
Neville Whitney, Vernon and Sue Terrapon, John & Stella Elliott, Chris and Karin Champion,
Nigel and Joan Stokes.

		

								

2. Verification of quorum With 41 members present and 7 members represented by proxy,
it was confirmed that the quorum requirements had been met and the meeting could proceed.

							
3. Remembering those who have passed away (Reflective quietus)
The Chairman read out the names of six members who had sadly passed away since the
previous AGM in 2019. A minute’s silence was observed in their memory and in recognition of
their contributions to club affairs.

4. Adoption of the Minutes of the previous AGM 		
		 4.1 The Minutes of the 2019 AGM were accepted as accurate.
		
Proposed by Neville Wyness and seconded by Dr Joan Parker
									
								
4.2 Matters arising from the previous AGM.
No matters were raised.

5. President’s report The President, Dr Joan Parker presented her report.
She expressed sadness and concern over the fewer number of members attending events.
However, she thanked the committee for the effort they have put into running the club in the past
year. She also thanked the Indaba committee for the work that was being done in preparation for
		
the 2020 Indaba.
Joan highlighted the need for new members to join the committee in 2021 when many of the
existing committee reach the end of their terms of office.
She thanked the members for participating in events during the year, and mentioned the
impressive attendance of Cape Town members at the Cape Centres Gathering in Cradock in
May 2019.

Joan suggested that some variation at the Natters would be beneficial, particularly a
technical talk or the presentation of a club member’s car.
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6. Chairman’s report The Chairman, Mike Johnson presented his report.
He thanked the committee, on behalf of the members for their dedication in attending to their duties
and furthering the aims of the club. In particular, Mike complimented the ladies for their attendance
and participation in club meetings and events.

							
Mike highlighted two events that took place in the year. Firstly the Cape Centres Gathering in
Cradock, hosted by the Port Elizabeth Centre in May, which was supported by 19 MGs from the
Cape Town club.
		
Secondly the Show Day in December, held in Hout Bay at the splendid home of Dave and Janet
		
					
		
Lyons and where
more than 80 members and guests			
were present.

		

		
				
				
Mike reminded members of the Indaba to be held in September 2020 and encouraged members to
offer support to the organising committee.
In closing, he thanked members for their participation in events during the year.

		

7. Honorary Secretary’s report

The Honorary Secretary, Philip Roux presented his report.

Membership. Although Club membership remains healthy, it has declined marginally in the past
year (from 265 members in January 2019 to 261 at the end of the year)
Events. The club provided 29 events in the year, and many of these events were well supported.
Apart from the Show Day in December where 83 members and guests were present, Philip also
		
highlighted an additional 5 events where the attendance exceeded 35 members and guests.
He thanked Martin Davies for his excellent work in arranging the club events and thanked Shirley
Roux for maintaining the club membership records.

8. Honorary Treasurer’s report The Honorary Treasurer, Brian Aslett presented his report.
Brian highlighted the following important factors contributing to the clubs strong financial position.			
Subscription Income and Investment Income increased by 3.5% and 8% respectively during the
year. The club expenditure was well managed, the most significant items of expenditure being the
donation towards the Crankhandle Club kitchen renovations, the rental paid for the use of the
premises and the donation made to the St. Georges Home for Girls at the end of 2019.
The surplus for the year was approximately 20% higher than the surplus in 2018, and the Balance
Sheet was healthy.
In addition to the club funds, a substantial amount of money had been received from entrants to
							
our 2020 Indaba and this money had been invested until later this year, when most of the event
expenses would be payable.

		
			
			

12

9. Trustees’ report Robin Rich presented the Trustees’ report on behalf of himself and Stuart Leach.
He reported that all the club assests were now housed under one roof at the Crankhandle Club. As
a follow-up to the previous year’s report, he mentioned that the whereabouts of the MG/Sunbeam
Cup had been established and that the club spares had been donated to Chris Champion.
He also reported that old, disused trophies that were valuable but in disrepair could be refurbished
at a fraction of the new cost.
Robin thanked Philip and Shirley Roux for their involvement in the library and assistance with the
check on the club assets, the committee and members for looking after the Club assets and Stuart
Leach for his support as fellow Trustee.

			
10. Acceptance of Dr Joan Parker as President								
The Chairman noted that the President was elected for a one year term, and may be re-elected,
with the approval of the club.
The meeting unanimously accepted the nomination of Dr Joan Parker as President.

		
11. Appointment of Trustees
The Chairman thanked retiring Trustee, Robin Rich for his service to the club as Trustee, and
advised members Gareth McConkey has been appointed as a new Trustee for a two year term.
Stuart Leach continues for the second of his two year term.

12. Appointment of Cape Town Centre representatives on the National Body
It was recorded that Stuart Leach and Philip Roux would represent the club at National Body
meetings.

13. Presentation of awards The President, Dr Joan Parker officiated at the presentation of the
following trophies.
1.1 The Clubman Trophy (for the highest number of attendances at club events) was awarded to
Sue Jones.
1.2 The Penman Trophy (for the best article published in The Breed) was awarded to Ronnie Grace.
1.3 The Chairman’s Workhorse Trophy (all round willing contributor) was awarded to Shirley Roux.
1.4 The MG Motor Car Trophy (the most interesting Veterans’ Run) was awarded to
Colin and Carol Cromhout.

						
This was followed by the presentation of the following certificate awards:
2.1 Concours d’Etat - Gold award - Glynn Barton (1954 TF)
2.2 Concours d’Etat - Silver award - John Elliott
(1950 TD)
2.3 Tops - Gold award - Buddy Mockford
(2003 TF135)
2.4 Tops - Silver award - Stuart Leach
(1959 MGA)
2.5 Ladies Choice - Glynn Barton
(1954 TF)
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14. Election of committee members, appointment of ex-officio members and
thanks to outgoing officials
The committee position for Social and Events Secretary (vacated by Martin Davies after 4 years
in this position) needed to be filled this year. A single nomination had been received and members
unanimously accepted Geoff Ballantyne to fill this position.
The committee members for 2020/2021 are as follows:		
Chairman – Mike Johnson
		
Honorary Treasurer – Brian Aslett
		
Honorary Secretary – Philip Roux
		
Membership Secretary – Shirley Roux
		
Register Secretary – Neville Wyness
		
Publications Secretary – Fran Johnson
		
Social and Events Secretary – Geoff Ballantyne

					

15. General		

			

					

Roger Manton raised the issue with regard to the imbalance in the termination of the
committee positions, with just one portfolio being filled this year and six next year.
The Chairman replied that steps will be taken to remedy this next year.
Roy Zazeraj supported the President’s suggestion that members would benefit from a wider
variety of activities at natters.
Gareth McConkey complimented the Editor on the quality of the monthly newsletter.
Martin Davies reminded members of the upcoming club events.

16. Thanks and closure

The Chairman thanked members for attending the meeting.
The meeting closed at 16H10.
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