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The word Christmas conjures up excited children waiting
for Father Christmas to silently slip presents under the tree.
Happy, fun-filled memories remind us of those nostalgic
times celebrating Christmas with our children or grandchildren.
Sadly not all children are afforded the luxury of a family
Christmas. This was indeed obvious to me when we
visited St. George’s Home for Girls recently. What a
poignant sight it was to see the neat little beds in their
brightly decorated bedrooms.
These youngsters may not have a mom or dad to read
them a bedtime story or tuck them in at night, yet they are
lovingly cared for by wonderful, dedicated people.
Let’s think of them this Christmas - I now I definitely will!
You can read about our visit to this Home on pg.11.
‘Adults

are just outdated children’ - Dr Seuss

Ronnie Grace will keep you entertained with his MGC story
on pg. 9
Please be sure to send in your articles and reports by
15th December for publishing in the January issue of
this newsletter.
Wishing you all a perfect Christmas.

Fran
							
Front page MG owners:
Top:
Bottom:

Viv James - 1935 PA
Fred Phillips - 1934 ND
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Disclaimer:

Ex-Officio:		

					
			

Views, comments, opinions, advice or suggestions in this newsletter are
those of the contributors and advertisers and are not necessarily those of
the club or its committee. Availability and condition of items advertised
for sale are not guaranteed by the club or the committee. Whilst every care
is taken in compiling the contents of the newsletter the club, committee
and officials assume no responsibility for any effects arising therefrom.
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FROM THE CHAIR
Now that the annual subscription renewals have been sent to members it was interesting to
note on page 9 of the book ‘Keep the Flag MG Flying’, that when the MG Sports Car Register
was initially formed in the late sixties subscriptions were a mere R2 per year. Oh dear,
having revealed this fact will it now result in a deluge of complaints to the committee? Inflation
is a fact of life and our current subscriptions are more than reasonable considering the enjoyment we derive from being active MG owners and club members.
READ THE BREED. Often in general chatting with club members it becomes blatantly obvious
that many do not read or even peruse The Breed. This can be disheartening considering the
time and effort expended by contributors and the editor in compiling the monthly newsletter.
Needless to say frustration and ire soon cascades onto yours truly – the other evening the
kitchen filled with smoke from the well-charred remnants of spaghetti . How this mishap
suddenly became my fault is difficult to explain as the editor was actually engrossed in
setting out The Breed and completely oblivious about the pot she left on the gas hob.
All was forgiven with a promise of a drive in her favourite MG!
Regarding the annual charity, our members certainly did the club proud by heeding the call
for requested toiletries for the girls of St. George’s Home. What a sobering experience it was
to be shown around this Home, one should be grateful for establishments such as this where
the well-being of children in need is top priority. Thank you to all who contributed to this very
noble charity. In particular our gratitude is extended to both Shirley and Philip Roux for their
co-ordinating as well as arranging the delivery of these items in true MG style.
Committee comments:
At the risk of nagging please be reminded as from the March AGM one new face is required
on the committee. Please would you also bear in mind the committee welcomes constructive
criticism from members, afterall it is your club and your ideas and opinions are of paramount
importance. The committee sincerely appreciates the attendance and efforts of club members
who regularly attend the Natters and club events.
After Show Day there are no more club events until the Natter in January 2020 – now is the
opportunity to use this respite to tackle all those outstanding jobs on your MG.
Such as..... Oil leaks…..oil leaks……and even more oil leaks!
May you all enjoy the festive season and stay safe on the roads,

Mike							

				

							
								

										

3

OUT AND ABOUT

			
DECEMBER
Sunday

1st

MG Show day at Dave & Janet Lyon’s home in Hout Bay - details pg. 6

JANUARY
Saturday

11th

Braai Natter & Noggin at Crankhandle Clubhouse, Riebeek Str. Wynberg
@ 2-5pm

Sunday

19th

Timour Hall Classic Car Show 2020 - details pg.5

Thursday

30th

Veterans’ run - details to be advised

STANDING RULES
The Constitution requires that the Standing Rules of conduct be published in The Breed annually.
The rules are listed below and members are encouraged to read and adhere to them.
ROADWORTHINESS
Any member participating in a Centre event in an MG which is not in a roadworthy condition, shall
immediately be suspended from membership until he has demonstrated to the Register Secretary
that the vehicle has been restored to a roadworthy condition.
NAME BADGES
Name badges shall be worn by all members at all Centre events.
COURTESY
Courtesy and assistance to other road users should be the concern of all Club members.
INDEMNITIES
Members and passengers taking part in Centre events shall hold SAMCA indemnities.
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SOCIAL NEWS
		
Classic Car Show - Timour Hall, Plumstead
Sunday, 19th January 2020
Members who wish to put their MGs on show at the Classic Car Show, Timour Hall, Plumstead
please supply your name, make, model, year and registration number of your MG.
Contact: Martin Davies 083 269 5483 email: mgtddavies@gmail.com

					

*********

New email address:
#407 Glenn Harris - glenn@chocolate.co.za

			
					

*********

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
3 - Jenny Knott					
7 - Alex Stuart 					
9 - Theo Andrag, Ralph Weiner			
12 - Rongzi Coyne					
16 - John Whittington-Jones			
20 - Hilda Clarke		
		
26 - Dave Lyons					
29 - Peter Flowers					
					
					

4 - Gordon Bruce, David Jack				
8 - Helga Sandak-Lewin					
11 - Sean Carson, Tracy Hennings		
15 - Riyana Ismail, Wendy Wilcox		
19 - Henk Lombard		
		
21 - Gordon Chunnett					
27 - Eileen Dallimore, Shirley Roux		
31 - Mike Hoare

*********

SUBSCRIPTIONS - 2020
2020 Subscription Renewal notices have been sent to all members. Subscriptions are payable
before the 1st January 2020. Please ensure that your subscription is paid timeously and that
you use your membership number and surname as the reference.

		

--
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MG SHOW DAY
1st December - Sunday (from 10.00am)
Last year we all enjoyed the club’s 70th anniversary celebration in grand style with a spit-braai
and a Dixie Jazz band. Unfortunately this splendour cannot be repeated every Show Day,
however this year club members Dave and Janet Lyons have most kindly offered to open their
premises in Hout Bay to host the club for Show Day. As many will know Dave has a stunning
collection of classic cars 3 of which are MGs including the very attractive MG SA in dark blue
and silver - the most beautiful MG in Cape Town.
This event will be a relaxing picnic on the lawns, please bring along your own picnic lunch and
refreshments including glasses, plates, cutlery as well as your chairs and umbrellas.
MGs will be parked in the courtyard in front of Dave’s garages, any additional MGs will be on
the paved area and lawn in front of the lower garage. All plastics are to please park outside
the premises in Valley Road due to space limitations. During the course of the afternoon Dave
will open his garages for viewing of his collection.
Judging of cars will commence at 11.00am. Prior to show day entrants will have received an
e-mailed score sheet indicating the scrutiny criteria for preparation guidance.
A standing rule is for cars to have hoods up and side screens in place, however for convenience
MMM / T-type / MGA need only display one screen next to the car.
Winners will be announced at the 2020 AGM.
					

*********
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1968 MGC ROADSTER
Back in the late fifties the MGB had been conceived by MG’s Chief Engineer, Syd Enever, to
replace the beautiful MGA which was suffering from a drop off in sales.
It was also painfully obvious by this time that new rivals such as the Sunbeam Alpine and
Triumph TR4A were proving to be very stiff competition. So, during the MGB’s development
the emphasis was placed on retaining the driver appeal of the MGA. The MGB would have a
lot to live up to. The MGA was quite simply the most successful sports car of its time. The
extent of its success must have surprised everyone.
The front suspension and rack and pinion of the MGB was carried over from the MGA. The
springing rates were much softer than the MGA’s. The MGA’s B series engine was enlarged
from 1622cc to 1798cc for use in the MGB. At the 1962 London Motor Show, MG wheeled out
their new car, the MGB, to considerable praise.
The road testers saw it more as an inexpensive GT roadster than an out-and-out sports car.
Three years after its launch, the MGB was still seen as a highly desirable car. Launching the
Mk11 version of the MGB in 1967, the writing was surely on the wall for the car as an export
market leader.
At the same time the MGC was launched, in an attempt by BMC to fill the gap in their range
left with the demise of the Austin Healey 3000. The MGC was firmly based on the MGB and
was intended as a replacement for the Austin Healey 3000 which, by the time the MGC was
announced in 1967, had had its day.
The MGC was powered by an inline, six cylinder pushrod, overhead valve engine of 2912cc
capacity that was capable of developing 150hp. People believe that this was the Austin
Healey six cylinder engine but it was really the Austin 3 litre saloon car engine which was
slightly different. The body shell was essentially a basic MGB unit.
The car was not received well by the Press, despite the fact that it had a top speed approaching 120mph. They complained that its handling and acceleration were poor and that it looked
too much like the MGB. It was however a very good, long-legged touring car.
The MGC should have been one of the best-selling sports cars of all time, because in concept
it offered a much improved performance over the MGB on which it was based, at a similar
price. Sadly the MGC was to be very short lived, for in 1969 it was dropped from the MG
range. Only 4 542 of the roadsters were made and 4 457 of the GTs were made. During this
period 8 999 were produced compared to the MGB of which 55 000 were produced over a
similar period.
No doubt that its poor reception by the Press affected sales, and by then MG had come within
the British Leyland group, where Triumph products were looked upon with favour – and the
MGC could have made life difficult for the Triumph TR6.
The MGC’s 6 cylinder, in-line engine turned out to be around 25kg too heavy and the previous
balance of the car was destroyed. The car meant to replace the Austin Healey 3000 had lost
the Abingdon touch, but its other qualities have ensured that it is still much sought after today.
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MG did its best with the weighty problem of fitting the C-series engine into the MGB body shell.
The main problem was that they were unable to place the engine as far back in the car as they
would have liked to maintain the weight balance. It had to be able to accommodate the relatively
bulky automatic transmission for the American market. The engine had to sit well forward in the
engine space. This made the MGC very nose-heavy.
To accommodate the engine, some changes had to be made to the body shell and mechanics
of the MGB. From the outside the most obvious changes were the bulge in the bonnet and the
15inch road wheels. The MGB had 14” wheels. It was also found necessary that the front crossmember upon which the suspension and engine were mounted in the MGB, had to be removed to
clear the bottom of the engine. This meant revising the front suspension from the original coil
spring set-up of the MGB to one which used torsion bars and telescopic shock absorbers as the
springing medium. The rear suspension was essentially the same as the MGB, but a much
		
stronger rear axle had to be fitted to accommodate the increase in power and also the spring
rates had to be increased both front and rear to accommodate the extra power and weight.
									
There was also a new stronger, all synchromesh transmission for the same reason.
When the first road test reports on the MGC appeared, the MG Engineers could not believe
that the Press had been driving the same cars which they had. The general handling of the car
was criticised by the Press, it was said to suffer from terminal understeer and to be an unworthy
successor to the Austin Healey, which had by now been discontinued. The Press did not like
the fact that it was so similar to the MGB, and felt that it should have been a little more modern
in its interior appointments. However, there were few MGCs which would actually fail to get
round a corner – the understeer was not terminal. The weight balance of the car was 53-47
this is less than most saloon cars of that period and of most pseudo sports cars.
		
Two factors contributed to the contemporary feeling that the car was nose heavy. First the car
looked like an MGB and it was expected that everything else was the same as the MGB. It is
likely that the Press were lulled into a false sense of security by the quiet and smooth running of
the car. These two points combined, and drivers found that they were travelling faster than they
thought they were, with the result that the next corner would not have been ‘on’ in any car!
The poor reception the Press gave the MGC undoubtedly shortened its production life.
Its introduction was soon followed by the formation of the British Leyland Group - and the fact
that the MGC and the Triumph TR6 were competing for the same sector of the sports car market,
ended the life of the MGC. There was considerable feeling against anything emanating from the
old BMC part of the Group at the time, it took only a month or so for the Board to make a
decision on the future of the model.
The MGC was dropped from the range in 1969, while the TR6 continued until 1976.
- Ronnie Grace

Now about this car of mine....
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ME 		
AND MY MG
My MG is a 1968 MGC Roadster. Overdrive was at the time optional and my car does not have
overdrive. I purchased the MGC from Rosemary Rademan, widow of the late Peter Rademan,
my next door neighbour in Langebaan. Peter passed away about four years ago and the car
has been parked under a cover in Rosemary’s garage all this time. Occasionally I started the
car and pumped up the tyres - during this period, my friend Danie Marnewick did a complete
service of the car.
After Peter passed away, I mentioned to Rosemary that I would like to buy the MGC. Peter had
purchased this MGC in 2007 from an accountant, Rod Paxton in East London. I managed to
contact Rod Paxton to ask him about the history of the car. He, unfortunately told me he
moved house in 2007 and a box of files with MG information, was lost. Should anyone know
the history of this MGC before Rod Paxton owned it would they please contact me.
email: rongrace@mweb.co.za
About a year or so ago, Rosemary offered the car to me at a price which I was not prepared to
pay. At the same time I had made her an offer, which she did not accept. In January 2019,
Rosemary contacted me to say that I could buy the MGC at the offer I had initially made to her.
My biggest problem getting the car into my name was to get the personal licence plate number
68MGC-WP transferred into my name, as I wanted to keep that number. Without the help of
Hazel Walton, (starstruckmotors@gmail.com) I don’t know what I would have done to keep the
number. It took about 5 months for registration of this number into my name as well as for the
number to remain on the car.
Having stood for so many years, I had to do a few adjustments to get the MGC running as she
should. I overhauled the twin SU carburettors, reset the timing, fitted new spark plugs/wires
new rotor, points and condenser. The car is running beautifully right now, I find it to be a very
nice car and as I do not drive excessively fast, the handling has not been a problem.
It drives as well as my MGB GT although the exhaust sound is so much better.
At present I own both, an MGB GT and the MGC Roadster and they are great cars. In fact,
when Sterling Moss visited the Crankhandle Club some years ago, a member in the audience
asked him, what in his opinion was the best low priced sports car on the market. His reply was,
the MGB GT ! He said at the time that he was thinking of getting one himself.
- Ronnie Grace

		
									

Ronnie with his MGC
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RECENT EVENTS				
			
Veterans’ Run to Babylonstoren - Thursday, 31st October
MG members met at the Ou Meul Bakery (formally The Farmyard) on the R27 West Coast road
at10am. With only 9 MGs which included; 2xTD 4xMGB roadster 2xMGBGT and 1 MG3,
along with 16 members and 1 guest Jill, who accompanied Celia Baylis, departure was made in
an orderly fashion at 10:30 for a leisurely run through the farming areas of the northern suburbs.
The weather was kind and as we further progressed inland from the coastal areas, air temperatures climbed to real summer conditions. Roads were relatively clear of traffic and conditions
were good. I say that with ‘tongue in cheek’ as a relatively long section of the Old Mamre Road
between the M19 and Philadelphia was heavily undulated with numerous potholes so care was
needed to navigate our elderly ‘ladies’ to avoid the worst undulations. This was compensated
by acres of unspoilt farmland, clean air (except when passing the aroma of sweet violets
emanating from the cattle farms along Philadelphia Road) and sunshine along our route.
Babylonstoren is a delightful place to visit, the gardens are at the heart of the farm. It was
inspired by the Company Gardens of the Cape, where for centuries ships would replenish with
sweet water, vegetables and fruit at the halfway station between Europe and Asia. It also hales
back to the mythical garden of Babylon.
Spanning 8 acres, Babylonstoren garden is formal in structure. Every one of over 300 varieties
of plants in the garden is edible and it is grown as biologically as possible. Fruit and vegetables
are harvested year round for use in the restaurant situated in the grounds. The garden is
									
divided into 15 clusters spanning vegetable areas, berries, bees, indigenous plants, a prickly
pear maze including some ducks as well as chickens. Gravity feeds water into waterways from
streams into the garden in the same manner as it has for over 300 years. Following various
directions, walks span over 3 kilometres in the garden. During spring 7000 Clivias bloom down
															
by the stream, where a secluded path runs in the shade of wild olives and oaks. During our
						
visit the Clivias had diminished quite considerably due to the end of their season.

								

Lunch was enjoyed at a long table set up under the trees in a farmyard atmosphere of the Ou
Meul Bakery at Simondium, close by Babylonstoren. Food was good, hot and the service by
our jovial waitress was rather efficient. It was quickly discovered the bakery was not licensed
to sell alcoholic beverages however, we were informed a bottle store was situated close by. It
was amusing to witness some members (yours truly included) returning from the bottle store
with their prize bottle of vino obscurely tucked under their arm. A very pleasant day was
enjoyed, albeit by a relatively small number of MG club members. This did not diminish the
hearty banter and laughter from those present.
- Martin Davies		
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St. George’s Home for Girls
						
		
This year the MG Car Club decided to support St. George’s Home for Girls which is situated in
Wynberg. The Home is a registered Child and Youth Care Centre. In fact, it is currently the only
residential care facility in the Wynberg District which provides for girls between the ages of 3 -18
who are abused, abandoned, neglected or orphaned. Children from failed foster placements and
those with behavioural problems are also cared for, as well as children infected and affected by
HIV/Aids. This Home can accommodate up to
40 girls. Only 50% of their required funds 		
are met
						
						
by Government subsidies, the rest is obtained through donations and sponsorships.
St. George’s Home has also recently introduced a new programme called the Life Campus
programme. The Life Campus offers a different kind of residential care for young girls between
the ages of 16 and 18 years (occasionally up to 21 years). This is an 18 month programme that
focuses on developing a range of skills that is required by the young women to live productive,
independent, adult lives in mainstream society. This all happens in a cottage on the premises
of the Home.
When St. Georges’ Home was approached by the Club, they requested help with the purchasing
of school shoes for the girls for 2020 and they also required toiletries. The Club very generously
									
donated 35 pairs of school shoes and these have been delivered to the Home.
Members were asked to drop off any kind of
toiletries at the October and November Natters.
		
The response							
was overwhelming and a
wonderful assortment of toiletries was collected.
We also had a fantastic donation from our
German member, Eugen Kohler and his friends.
They had collected a box filled with German
sweets, chocolates and clothing which Eugen
brought out from Germany when he visited
Cape Town in October. Thank you Eugen and
friends, we are very grateful to you all.
All the toiletries that were collected were boxed and labelled and on Wednesday 20th November,
Mike & Fran Johnson, Dieter Reck and Philip & Shirley Roux went to St. George’s Home to
deliver them. Graeme Cairns (Director) and Bonita Roodt (Administrator) welcomed us and gave
us a tour of the Home. We were impressed to see the facilities the girls have and how well-run
this Home is, despite minimal assistance from Government subsidies. It was also encouraging
		
to see how dedicated the staff are and how much love they have for the girls.
									
							
								
							
St. George’s Home is constantly requiring
							
donations so should you have anything,
							
please think of donating items to this very
							
worthy cause.
							
							
Many thanks to the members who contributed
		
							
so generously, it is very much appreciated
							
-Shirley Roux
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LETTERS
			
31-10-2019

Dear Mike,
We thank you most sincerely for this generous contribution.
As you know the kitchen receives regular use and has needed an upgrade for
some time. The work is presently in progress and although not complete we
can already see the difference that this will make.
We look forward to continued synergies in our clubs with many overlapping
interests and memberships.
Once again thank you to all your members.
Regards
Ralph Thomas
Chairman - The Crankhandle Club
					
					

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *		

29-10-2019

Dear Shirley,
On behalf of the staff and girls of St George’s Home, I would like to thank
you for your generosity shown towards our girls here at the Home. Thank
you so much for the kind donation of school shoes we received today. It is
highly appreciated and it will go a long way in making life so much more
pleasant for our girls.
I believe in giving them the best and making them feel special. You are
helping us maintain that high standard. Thank you for helping us put
the smiles back on the faces of our girls.
Please pass on our thanks to all the members of the club. I pray that
you are blessed in whatever you do, especially for those who cannot repay you.
Bless you,
Regards,
Graeme Cairns
Director – St. George’s Home for Girls (Wynberg)
					
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 						
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FOR SALE
1973 MGB GT in pristine condition - (dark blue).
Kept under cover inside garage,
New re-conditoned engine , everything works.
This is a show car used only for Motor Shows
and the occasional club outing.
Come along, see for yourself and drive the car.
Price: R130 000
Contact: Ronnie Grace (member) - Langebaan
072 229 8859 / (022) 772 1916
e-mail rongrace@mweb.co.za.

						
						
						
						

1970 MG Midget fair condition, complete with soft top,
tonneau cover.
Price R90,000 or nearest close offer.
Contact: Roger Bagshaw (member) 082 224 3909

1954 TF 1250 (black).
This car featured in ‘Tribute to the T-Type’.
New black top, tonneau cover and carpets.
Original engine plus gearbox.
All matching numbers and comes with original
spotlights, luggage carrier & brand new wiring loom,
still to be fitted. Great provenance!
Price on application as I am wanting to find a really
good South African MG home.
Contact: Norman Ewing (member)
email: mgewing@polka.co.za

							

1973 MGB (1800cc 4cyl) Price: R135,000
This car was owned by the late Bill ten Oever.
							
Contact: Gareth McConkey 079 494 2997
									
(member)
							
or Geoff ten Oever 082 905 7148 (to view)

				
		

These advertisements are placed for the benefit of MG Club members.
The MG Club has no involvement in these advertisements and does not warranty

					

the accuracy or content of the items listed.
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