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Just imagine if we had our bumps, dents and dings
remoulded over the years, perhaps we would age as
gracefully as the classics on the front cover.
Old models with new bodies? Food for thought!
‘Psst... Mike where do you keep the body filler and spot putty’?
Hazel Walton thanks everyone for attending the Heritage
Day event she hosted in September. Money collected
(R5000) went to ROAR, a charitable organisation that
operates in remote, rural areas to sterilise dogs and cats.
In case you have not yet made your booking there is an
updated Indaba 2020 notice on pg.3
Please remember to support the St. George’s Home
for Girls, details on pg.5. Still time to donate at the
forthcoming Natter on 12th November.
Many thanks to members who have already contributed.
1st December is the MG Club Show Day, be sure
to check the details on pg.7 - come along and enjoy the
day with like-minded people.
All articles and reports for the December newsletter need
to be sent in by 23rd November.

Fran

								

Non-MG club events:
International Motor & Music Festival - 23rd & 24th November
(Green Point)
Killarney Car Show - 8th December

Front page 1950 TD owners:
Top:
Mike & Fran Johnson
(photo: Mike Johnson)
Bottom: Craig & Veronica Browne (photo: Tony Bruton)

Our bank details:

Regalia			
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021 715 5497 / 082 576 6392
colincromhout@gmail.com

Club Historian 		

Vacant

Bank: 			
Standard Bank
Account: 		
MG Car Club – Cape Town Centre
Branch code: 		
036 309
Internet Branch code: 051001
Account number:
271157925

Crankhandle Club Liaison
			
			

Martin Davies
021 712 0762 / 083 269 5483
mgtddavies@gmail.com

Disclaimer:

Ex-Officio:		

					
			

Views, comments, opinions, advice or suggestions in this newsletter are
those of the contributors and advertisers and are not necessarily those of
the club or its committee. Availability and condition of items advertised
for sale are not guaranteed by the club or the committee. Whilst every care
is taken in compiling the contents of the newsletter the club, committee
and officials assume no responsibility for any effects arising therefrom.
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FROM THE CHAIR
From the front cover you will note the TD is 70 years old, emerging from Abingdon in November
1949. Despite criticism from earlier MG die-hards the TD is still an attractive car in the old
fashioned style - of course we TD owners are a biased bunch!
Much is to be seen in the press about driverless cars. Perhaps a good idea for S.A. roads come
to think of it. Imagine how the accident rate would drop with a car that has more road sense
than some of the maverick mini-bus taxi drivers, amongst others. Regarding our hobby cars, not
in our lifetime will we see driverless MGs, I hope. ‘What’s the point’? one must ask. Allow your
MG to take you on a country drive while you sit back and enjoy the scenery? Definitely not!
With the re-appearance in S.A. of the Bloodhound supersonic car it seems as if it is ‘all systems go’
in preparation of the anticipated and long awaited land speed record of 1000mph (1600 km/hr) next
year. This project was revived after a new financial benefactor injected a substantial amount. Last
week test runs in 50mph increments were attained on the dry Haksteen Pan in the Northern Cape.
Whilst generating a great deal of interest with speed enthusiasts, one has to question if there will
be beneficial payback, both financially and technically to the commuting motorist. Possibly there
will be advances in motoring technology to out-do the Tesla crew where the trend is to electric cars.
Once the back-slapping hype and champagne toasting is over the results will possibly be confined
to the Guinness Book Of Records – to be largely forgotten.
Another annual event which includes a classic car component, is the Kuns & Kultuurfees in Prince
Alfred Hamlet which took place on Saturday, 26th October. This year the car section was very
ably handled on behalf of the show organisers, by MG CT club members Danie Marnewick and
Ronnie Grace from Langebaan. Unfortunately with the threat of rain many exhibitors cancelled,
however the weather could not have been kinder for this country show. An interesting and varied
display of cars were presented drawing keen attention and discussion from the visitors. In
attendance there were 4 members from MG CT club including Richard Grinstead and myself.
Committee Matters: Most members who are regulars at the Natters will be aware that the
Crankhandle Clubhouse kitchen is currently undergoing an extensive and much needed
renovation. The MG club have been asked to consider a contribution towards the cost and the
committee has voted in favour of an amount of R20 000 towards this project. Over 40 MG
members are also active members of the CHC with whom we have had a congenial and
harmoniuos relationship for many years in the use of their quaint, ideally positioned premises.
This upgrade should be completed by early December and all eagerly await the final finish,
especially our esteemed barman Stuart Leach!

Mike
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OUT AND ABOUT

			

NOVEMBER

Tuesday

12th

Natter & Noggin at Crankhandle Clubhouse, Riebeek Str. Wynberg @7.30pm

Thursday

28th

Veterans’ run to Noordhoek - details on pg. 6

DECEMBER

Sunday

1st

MG Show day at Dave & Janet Lyon’s home in Hout Bay - details pg. 7

OBITUARY
George Stoddart (ex-member of Cape Town MG Club) sadly passed away on 23rd September
in hospital in England. George and his wife June were members of the club from 2000-2007
then emigrated to Swindon, Wiltshire.
They took part in several club events in their TF135, including the Combined Cape Centres
gathering in Oudtshoorn, as well as the 2006 Drakensberg Indaba, travelling in our group.
George sold the TF and bought a smart, red MGB roadster. When he emigrated he sold the B
to a member in Napier and I believe it is still there. George had a great sense of humour and
loved his MG.
We saw them both in 2015 when Eileen and I spent a holiday with them in Portugal.
George will be sorely missed by us as well as his other friends.
Our condolences and fondest thoughts are with his wife June, son Steve and daughters Sonia
and Kim.
- Brian and Eileen Dallimore
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SOCIAL NEWS
		

Member resignation
#1188 Rosemary Rademan

				
					

*********

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
8 - Mervyn Corbishley 						
11 - Craig Browne					
		
19 - Stuart Leach				
			
24 - Geoff Ballantyne 						
26 - Moira Peche, Peter van der Spuy, Markus van den Oever
28 - Bronwyn Bruton							
					
					

9 - Harold Chapman
17 - Chérie Setzer
23 - Chris Champion
25 - Peter van Breda
27 - Andre Nel
29 - Laurette Ford, Marius Herholdt

*********

MG Club Charity
The MG Club has decided to support St. George’s Home for Girls in Wynberg. The home
provides a safe haven for up to 40 girls (between the ages of 3 and 18) who are abused,
abandoned, neglected or orphaned. Children from failed foster placements are also cared
for. Their needs are continual and the MG Club will donate necessary funds to purchase
school shoes for all the girls for the new school year.
The Home have also requested a great need for toiletries for these girls. We ask all our
members to please donate any toiletries especially soap, deodorant or shower gel, they do
not however require sanitary items.
Items can be dropped off at the November Natter or given to any committee member.
It would be most appreciated if you can support this initiative and make a difference.
					

*********
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FUTURE EVENTS
Veterans’ run - Thursday 28th November
Please meet at Constantia Village Shopping Centre at 10.00 to depart at 10.30.
We will proceed past ‘Peddlers’ and Pollsmoor Prison (not over Ou Kaapse Weg) to the traffic
lights and turn right, through the back of Westlake Golf Course and over Boyes Drive to Fish
Hoek. At the circle turn right to Sun Valley and then left to Noordhoek where we will be having
lunch at the ‘Red Herring’. (approx. 12 noon)
We will provide clearer directions and a map on the day of the run
Lunch Menu Options: *Prices are based on current menu, new menu to be introduced in November
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

Crispy Calamari - deep-fried calamari strips with home-made tartar sauce served with chips or salad
Beer Battered Hake - with home-made tartar sauce served with chips or salad 			
Asian Stir Fry - mixed peppers, spinach, carrots and jasmine rice topped with toasted sesame seeds
Naked Burger - (beef or chicken with chips or salad) 					
Jack & Cheddar Burger - Jack Daniels BBQ sauce & cheddar (beef or chicken with chips or salad)
Onion & Camembert Burger - caramelised onion & baked camembert					
(beef or chicken with chips or salad)
						
g) Blue Cheese & Bacon Burger - topped with crispy bacon & blue cheese
(beef or chicken with chips or salad)		
					
h) Ortolana Pizza - roasted red pepper, egg plant and marinated artichokes 			
i ) Fab Three Pizza - bacon, feta and avocado 						
j) Jamaican Jerk Pizza - jerk chicken, pineapple, green pepper and spring onion 			
k) Cheeky pig Pizza - shredded pork shoulder topped with fresh coriander
			
l) 280g Rump steak - served with chips or salad						

Members to pay for own meals and drinks - separate bill per table (tables of 4 or 6)
Please let us know if you are attending as well as your choice of meal beforehand.
Contact: Pete and Liz van Breda 021 671 4960 email: lizvb@mweb.co.za
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R112
R112
R 89
R 90
R110
R110
R110
R 98
R105
R105
R115
R159

MG SHOW DAY
1st December (Sunday) 10.00am
Last year we all enjoyed the club’s 70th anniversary celebration in grand style with a spit-braai
and a Dixie Jazz band. Unfortunately this splendour cannot be repeated every Show Day,
however this year club members Dave and Janet Lyons have most kindly offered to open their
premises in Hout Bay to host the club for Show Day. As many will know Dave has a stunning
collection of classic cars 3 of which are MGs including the very attractive MG SA in dark blue
and silver - the most beautiful MG in Cape Town.
This event will be a relaxing picnic on the lawns, please bring along your own picnic lunch and
refreshments including glasses, plates, cutlery as well as your chairs and umbrellas.
MGs will be parked in the courtyard in front of Dave’s garages, any additional MGs will be on
the paved area and lawn in front of the lower garage. All plastics are to please park outside
the premises in Valley Road due to space limitations. During the course of the afternoon Dave
will open his garages for viewing of his collection.
Members wishing to enter their car for judging under the following categories, please advise
Mike Johnson: 021 554 1097 / 082 7337 258 or email: franjohnson35@hotmail.com before
27th November.
Judging of cars will commence at 11.00am - entries will be limited to 1 car per member for
Concours d’Etat or Tops. Judging can be a lengthy process therefore only a total of 10 cars
will be scrutinised to afford the judges more time to also enjoy the day’s activities.
Prior to show day entrants will receive an e-mailed score sheet indicating the scrutiny criteria
for preparation guidance. A standing rule is for cars to have hoods up and side screens in
place, however for convenience MMM / T-type / MGA need only display one screen next to the
car. Winners will be announced at the 2020 AGM.
Concours d’Etat
This is a formal scrutiny for originality, condition and cleanliness. Judging is according to the
standing rules for d’Etat as prescribed by the MG Car Club Combined Centres of South Africa.
Tops
This competition was introduced to afford members a chance to enter their MG to be judged
on cleanliness and condition, both interior and exterior, without the seriousness of originality
and authenticity.
Concours d‘Elegance
Dress up in typical period style to suit the era of your MG and parade with your car.
Concours Comique
Get imaginative and act out a short, funny skit involving your MG. Remember, the louder
the applause - the funnier you are!
‘Car of the Day’ or ‘Ladies Choice’
As usual there will be an opportunity for the ladies present to vote for the MG they would
most like to take home. All attending MGs are eligible. We encourage ladies not to vote for
their own cars.
					

*********
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MG TD 70th Anniversary

			

Some Club members will recall that 20 years ago we celebrated the 50th anniversary of the TD
with an extensive tour in the Western Cape. Sixteen TDs and a back-up vehicle drove some
1450kms over 7 days to Montagu, Stilbaai, Prince Albert, over the Swartberg pass to Calitzdorp,
Matjiesfontein and back to Cape Town.
Somehow, the celebration of the 60th got forgotten so it came about that a few of us decided
that we could not let the 70th anniversary suffer the same fate. On Wednesday 25th September,
Chris and Karin Champion, Nigel and Joan Stokes and myself set off to do just this!
We had a very pleasant hoods down drive to
Ridgeback Winery in Windmeul for wine
tasting and lunch. Suitably refreshed, we
made our way to Dunstone Manor Guest
		
House outside Wellington where we dined
and spent the night.
									
The next day, Thursday 26th we stopped
over in Riebeek Kasteel for brunch with 		
friends of the Stokes. Only mad dogs and
Joan, Chris & Nigel outside Dunstone Manor guest house
Englishmen then drive in the heat of a 38C
day (with the drivers sitting over the exhaust pipe) across country to Paternoster! We stopped
outside Hopefield where we found a few trees to let the TDs and ourselves cool off a little
(wishful thinking!). My TDs temperature gauge was hovering at 95C.
		
		
After buying plenty of cold water in Hopefield we pressed on
					
with the hope that the sea breeze would soon relieve us and
			
after all, everyone tells you that the wind ALWAYS blows in
					
Paternoster. Well, they lie – not a breath of wind greeted us.
				
Poor Joan Stokes was on the verge of sun stroke when we
					
got to our guest house (ah! Guest House) in Paternoster.
					
We managed to cool her down with cold water and ice packs
					
and she recovered. We had an excellent dinner at our guest
					
house that night.
Nigel & Grizelda cooling off outside Hopefield

		
On Friday morning some us went walking along the
beach before breakfast so we could justify a wonderful
gourmet breakfast, prepared by our hosts Arnold and
Annalise.
A lazy day sightseeing in Paternoster with lunch at
Voorstrand Restaurant ended with a very special meal
at Wolfgat - a fitting end to the celebration of 70 years
of a very special MG.
							
On Saturday, 28th September we made our way back
to Cape Town with all three TDs purring sweetly.			
		

- Joan Parker
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Karin Champion, Joan Stokes & Joan Parker relaxing

at the Crayfish Wharf in Paternoster			

GARAGE
		VISIT TO GODFREY CASTLE - MG TC RE-BUILD
Having met Godfrey at a natter some months ago a discussion took place on the difficulties in
doing a complete bottom-up restoration. Our committee felt that a meeting at Godfrey’s garage
may boost his morale and some good may come about from suggestions by those with past
experience. The meeting date was arranged with Godfrey for 13th October. The members
showed their spirit and 15 MGs (A, B, TC, TD, Moderns and a “Frog Eye” Sprite) arrived at
around 10am. 21 MG enthusiasts including Godfrey and Lyn Castle.
Godfrey opened the meeting by showing a number of screen shots of the arrival of the TC and the
work done with problems encountered. It must be said at the outset that Godfrey is a perfectionist
		
and gifted DIYer. Nothing is too big a task and all work is done by himself or he goes on courses
to improve or upskill himself. To mention a few he has attempted and succeeded in; using lead
									
to fill imperfections, as well as brazing and welding. We all know that there is also a large amount
of wood-working involved in this build.
After the initial photos came the big reveal - the cover was removed from the car and we all
realised what a big job still lay ahead. Godfrey explained at length the difficulties he had with the
parts (rear guards) received from overseas suppliers that do not fit, the woodwork which he is
now doing a third attempt on and the doors especially the left door, that refuses to mould into the
body. Neil Beck and other members have given Godfrey suggestions on fitting this door.
Godfrey at this stage has not spent too much time on the engine and transmission but has
scoped the engine which revealed some problems in the bore. Also the cooling system in the car
is rather rusted. When he fetched the car in Natal he was shocked to find it in a leaking garage,
with the result that rust everywhere was a major feature. The brake drums were rusted through!
After some 2 hours we were assembled on the veranda of Godfrey and Lyn’s beautiful home
where Lyn supplied us with delicious snacks, coffee and tea.
Thanks Godfrey and Lyn for opening your home and garage to the very keen members.
We all enjoyed the morning and most of us were in awe of your tenacity and skill. We sincerely
wish you well with the work ahead and trust that our modest support has encouraged you.
- Neville Wyness

Photos: Buddy Mockford
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FOR THE LOVE OF A TD

				

			
At times silly incidents befall us that erupt into a flurry of anger, not to mention language that
even we did not know we were capable of uttering. T-type owners will know the frustration
experienced when stowing side screens into the poorly designed compartment at the rear of
an already miserly space behind the seats. In the case of my TD it appears this compartment
has shrunk over the years. What I used to do 50 years ago with my eyes closed is now a mind
boggling exercise in frustration.
Recently, I was stowing the screens and with each futile attempt my patience waned. At one
stage with hood partially up to allow easier access, I was leaning over the rear mudguard,
delving into the back when my shoes slipped on the floor sending me headlong into the rear
luggage space. No big deal one may think, however when trying to extricate myself from this
undignified position my arm accidentally activated the dry-powder fire extinguisher stowed in
this compartment (the safety pin had fallen out) enveloping me in a sudden shower of white
powder!
All pretence at being a mild-tempered fellow was suddenly blown away in a fit of spluttering
rage, my face a delicate blend of powder-white on a glowing puce base coat. Accompanied
by most appropriate expletives I stormed off to get the vacuum cleaner at which time the
absurdity of the incident gave way to a good laugh. Then the sneezing started!
The screens were eventually stowed with ease using my trusty problem solver - a 4lb hammer !
- Mike Johnson
									
					
*********

FOR SALE
															
						
								
1971 MGB GT Mint condition - all original.
Price: R125,000
Contact: Steven Brown 083 260 0229
(non-member)

1982 MGB GT with wire wheels. Lovingly maintained and in excellent all round condition.
Price: R115,000 Contact: Rodney 0832519537 (member)

1962 MG Midget - Volvo engine - tyres slightly wider than a standard MG.
Hidden speakers that work with an iPod. Price: R100,000 o.n.o.
Contact: Danelle Datnow 082 834 8791 to view in Hout Bay area. (non-member)
Submitted by Angela Plows (MG Owners Club, Pietermaritzburg) on behalf of owner.
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MGA tonneau cover with fittings - grey (new) R500
						
1ltr Mocol Oil catchment tank (new)
R900
4kg copper grease R200
Su Carb balancer
R500
Bermuda hardtop for MGB - needs to be refurbished R1500
Contact: Chris Nel 084 337 1827 (member)			

Metal Badges for badge-bar
						
						
2x MG badges + 1x Wolseley badge
Contact: Jonathan Kaufman 076 463 9408
(non-member)

		

WANTED

		
Spares wanted for TC restoration.
200-250 Spare wheel spinner
406-855 Bonnet catch RH
406-800 Bonnet catch LH
									
2H-2338 lgnition warning lamp. Red
401-308 Striker
262-310 Steering
wheel centre
		
							
145-700 Starter switch
150-100 Copper contact set for starter switch
405-200 Plate sidescreen x4
Contact: Angela Plows (MG Owners Club, Pietermaritzburg)
036-352 1225 (work) / 082 401 0066 or email: plows@lantic.net
		
These advertisements are placed for the benefit of MG Club members.
The MG Club has no involvement in these advertisements and does not warranty
			
the accuracy or content of the items list.
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