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FROM THE CHAIR
Despite the winter hibernation we had a very good attendance at the July Veterans’ run to the
Lawhill Maritime Centre in Simon’s Town. It was a real eye-opener to see what can be achieved
by a few dedicated individuals, despite a total lack of funding from government. We had 32
members and 5 guests present on this run.
The August club run was the ‘Amazing Race’ that turned out to be a most enjoyable event.
However, we only had 14 cars participating which was disappointing, this was down on last year’s
18 cars for the same event. I am not sure what can be done to improve this but I won’t give up,
we have some new ideas for next years ‘race’ which will make it just as entertaining.
At the August natter we opened the library to members, this was after re-organising the display
of the Club’s books and ensuring that each book was correctly labelled. The library will be opened
at each natter so come along and make use of this facility.
Although, at the time of writing, we are experiencing a particularly cold spell, the arrival of spring
usually brings warmer weather, and there are many events planned for your enjoyment during
September. These include the first braai natter since the winter which you may look forward to.
This natter will be held on Saturday, 8th September so please come along and join in.
In last month’s editorial Fran reminded everyone that our payments for the 2019 Cape Centres
Gathering were due by 31st August, in case you have not yet paid yours this is another reminder.
I see that there are currently 20 Cape Town entries for this event and as there are another 5
places available, you still have time to enter. The Port Elizabeth Centre are hosting this event.
The time has almost arrived for the opening of entries to the 2020 Indaba – entry forms will be
posted on the Club’s website on the 1st September, keep a lookout for this and be sure to get
your entry in early.
Drive safely,

Philip
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It will soon be time to pack away those drab, winter
woolies and put some colour back into our world.
The lovely month of Spring is about to arrive!
In the words of the late Robin Williams:
Spring is nature’s way of saying “Let’s Party”
Once again there are changes to the Out and About
calendar - please do your ‘homework’ and don’t get
left behind.
Club President, Dieter Reck is hoping to revive and
recapture “The Good Old Days” with a nostalgic
trip down memory lane. Make sure you do not miss
this one of a kind event. Find out more on pgs. 5/6.
The Veterans’ run scheduled for the last Thursday in
September, has now been changed to Monday, 24th
September (Heritage Day). The kind invitation on
pg.6 from Hazel Walton to join her Heritage Run,
should get you into a Spring mood - put your names
on Hazel’s list, come along and enjoy the camaraderie
of other car clubs.
Thank you once again to all the photographers for
their perfect pictures. All articles for the October
issue of this newsletter are due in by 23rd September.

Fran

---------------------------------

Dates to diarise

Whales & Wheels festival - Hermanus
29th September
Car Show - Killarney
4th November
Kuns & Kultuurfees - Prince Alfred Hamlet 1st December
S.A. Historic Grand Prix - Franschhoek
1+2 December
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Colin Cromhout
021 715 5497 / 082 576 6392
colincromhout@gmail.com
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Club Historian 		

Vacant

Crankhandle Club Liaison
			
			

Martin Davies
021 712 0762 / 083 269 5483
mgtddavies@gmail.com

Bank: 			
Standard Bank
Account: 		
MG Car Club – Cape Town Centre
Branch code: 		
036 309
Internet Branch code: 051001
Account number:
271157925

						
MMM & T Register Captain Mike Johnson
			
021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
			
franjohnson35@hotmail.com
MGA Register Captain

Vacant

(Mike Johnson)

MGB Register Captain
			
			

Neville Wyness
021 782 9651 / 083 307 9936
nwyness@mweb.co.za

Moderns Register Captain
			

Vacant

Disclaimer:
Views, comments, opinions, advice or suggestions in this newsletter are
those of the contributors and advertisers and are not necessarily those of
the club or its committee. Availability and condition of items advertised
for sale are not guaranteed by the club or the committee. Whilst every care
is taken in compiling the contents of the newsletter the club, committee
and officials assume no responsibility for any effects arising therefrom.
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OUT AND ABOUT
SEPTEMBER
Saturday

8th

Bring & Braai Natter at Crankhandle Clubhouse, Wynberg @ 2.30 - 4.30pm

Sunday

16th

Picinic run to commemorate the 50th anniversary of MG Sports Car Register
details on page 5

Monday

24th

Heritage Day Run replaces the usual Veterans’ Run - details on page 6

Saturday

29th

Whales & Wheels Festival (Car Show) - Hermanus

OCTOBER
Tuesday

9th

Natter & Noggin at Crankhandle Clubhouse, Wynberg @ 7.30pm

Thursday

25th

Veterans’ run - to be advised

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
4- Frenske Aslett 		
6- Paul Wilcox
		
11- Neville Wyness 		
14- Shirley van der Hoek 			
17- Noel Oberem, Caro Sands 			
19- John Perkins 				
22- John van Rooyen 				
28- Brian Dallimore, Brian Crawford

5- Ian Glass
9- Eric Detering
13- Jenny Armstrong, Hybré Lombard
15- Joan Stokes, Richard Ratcliffe
18- Viv James, Lionel Baird, David Knott
21 Douglas Wilson
26- Bokkie Markus, Adel Visser, Eugen Kohler		
30- Celia Baylis, Michiel Visser, Stella Elliott 		
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COMMITTEE & SOCIAL NEWS

			

The Club Library

The library was opened at the August Natter and a number of
members took advantage of the opportunity to have a look and
see what we have.
The club library consists of a collection 81 different books,
ranging from technical books, books covering the history of MG
and other motoring and sports car books. These include the recent
additions of books kindly donated by ex-member, Leon Havenga.
We have a dedicated section in the Crankhandle Club library where
our books are on display. Members may borrow books from the
library for a month (to be returned at the next natter). A loan book will be used
to record books borrowed from the library, there will be a committee member
			
on duty when the library is open during a natter. The library will be open once
again at the September Natter, so if you are interested come along to see what is on offer.

Club Historian / Librarian

The club needs a keen member to act as the Club Historian and to take charge of the club’s
stock of books in the library. This will be a very interesting position for someone who is so
inclined, as there is a vast amount of interesting MG literature to be enjoyed.
For more information please contact: Philip Roux 021 683 6979

New Member

# 1354 - Gordon Chunnett, Constantia (MGTD 1950) 021 794 5692 / 083 455 7981
email: gchunnett@yahoo.com

Well wishes

Well wishes are extended to club members who have recently undergone operations or
have suffered ill health.

					

*************					
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FUTURE EVENTS
		
In the beginning there were the T-Types

-

Dieter Reck

Half a century ago a couple of guys got together in Cape Town and decided to form a club under
the motto: T-Owners Unite
On second thoughts however, they felt that owners of other MGs such as MMMs, ultra-modern
MGAs or 1100s should be made welcome as well, thus the MG Sports Car Register (Southern
Africa) was founded.
After an initial get-together of 21 T-types outside Robbs Motors in Rondebosch, the ground was
laid for the formal establishment of the new club. On 17th September, 1968 the first official
outing was organised in the form of a picnic on a stretch of lawn surrounded by huge gum trees,
somewhere along the road to Franschhoek. On the base of a photo published in the book,
‘Keep the Flag Flying’ recounting the history of the MG Car Club in Cape Town, the very same
spot has now been chosen to commemorate the occasion of the formation of the Sports Car
Register, 50 years ago.
The Cape Town Centre of the MG Car Club as it exists today, came into being by way of a
merger of the MGSCR and the MGCC and by ultimately being granted affiliation to the MG Car
Club Ltd. Abingdon in March 1973.

MG Sports Car Register Anniversary Run

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the inaugural drive of the MG Sports Car Register to
Franschhoek, an outing has been organised for Sunday, 16th September 2018.
This event will take the form of a picnic in a shady grove on L’Ormarins Estate, for the use of
which we have kindly been given permission for this occasion.
We will meet at 12.00 outside Stellenbosch on the R310 for departure up Helshoogte Pass
at 12.30.
Directions to the meeting point are given overleaf, separately for those coming from the
Southern or Northern Suburbs.
Latecomers will find the picnic spot on the road to Franschhoek R310, where MG banners
will mark the entrance to Normandie Farm. (Once you have passed the entrance to the
L’ Ormarins Motor Museum you have gone 200m too far…)
Please bring along your own picnic provisions, chairs, blankets, umbrellas etc., unfortunately
braai fires will not be allowed. Members of the earlier generation are welcome to bring along
some historic regalia/photos or dig out some of the stories that relate to these good old days!
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ROUTE DESCRIPTION TO L’ORMARINS
Members coming from the Northern Suburbs.
Assuming you travel towards Stellenbosch via Bottelary Road M23 - follow route below:
At the T- intersection turn right onto R304
Once in Stellenbosch, with the Mercedes Benz showroom to your right, turn left at the intersection
onto R310 towards Franschhoek.
Keep to the right lane and at the next traffic light turn right onto Helshoogte Road R310.
After 1.5km (1 mile) join the MGs parked on the open field, in front of a University of Stellenbosch
complex.
Members coming from the Southern Suburbs
Assuming you travel towards Stellenbosch on Baden Powell Drive R310 - follow route below:
After passing the Stellenbosch Railway Station on your left, follow the R310 (Adam Tas Street) to
the next traffic light.
Pass through another 3 traffic lights on Adam Tas Street.
At the following traffic light turn right onto Helshoogte Road R310.
After 1.5km (1 mile) join the MGs parked on the open field, in front of a University of Stellenbosch
complex. Contact: Martin Davies 021 712 0762 / 083 269 5483 mgtddavies@gmail.com
					

*************

HERITAGE DAY RUN TO STELLENBOSCH AIRFIELD - 24th September
Instead of the usual Veterans’ run taking place on the last Thursday of September, this has now
been changed to Monday, 24th September (Heritage Day). Hazel Walton of Starstruck Autos
has very kindly sent out the below invitation for car clubs to join her annual event.

My annual inter-club Heritage Day event on public holiday Monday, 24th September meets from
9.30am alongside the Village Green in Station Road, Observatory. We set off at 10.30am sharp.
Rusty, a nearby, new auto-orientated coffee shop in Observatory will be open for teas, coffee etc.
Our destination is the Stellenbosch Airfield. Participants are invited for a semi Bring ‘n Braai.
The deal is: Bring your own meat to put on the fire. Bring your own eating utensils and camping
chairs if possible, as they may be useful should this event draw as large a crowd as last year.
ALL beverages, both alcoholic and non-alcoholic are to be purchased through the very
reasonably priced clubhouse bar. The Airfield will provide 3 different salads. The price will be a
huge R50 per person. This covers the salads and a contribution to a street animal sterilising
project (my pet project!!) Should anyone wish to contribute food for street cats and dogs any
contribution would be more than gratefully received!
A few vintage/classic car and bike owners have hangers which house their vehicles, they may
very well be persuaded to allow us to have a look. For those interested to join us on the day
please contact:
Hazel Walton email: starstruckautos@gmail.com or whatsapp/sms 084 603 1584
Thanks, Hazel of Starstruck Autos
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PAST EVENTS 				

Veterans’ run to the Lawhill Maritime School

Thursday - 26th July

We had a good turnout for this run with 22 cars, 38 members and guests. The weather was
dry, visibility good and most ‘tops’ were down.
There were: TCx1 TDx4 Ax3 Bx8 GTx3 TFx1 and a plastic.
We met at Constantia Village (except for a couple of members from the Fish Hoek / Simon’s
Town area who joined in later) and headed down the Peninsula on some of the most scenic
roads, with a few all-too-brief stops. First we proceeded along Spaanschemat River Road to
Boyes Drive, overlooking the vleis and Muizenberg. We had a short stop at Glencairn before
reaching Simon’s Town, where we went up and along Runciman Drive that overlooks the town
and harbour, stopping again for the beautiful view.
Our destination was the Lawhill Maritime Centre, a part of Simon’s Town High School. After
we were welcomed by Debbie Owen (Head of Lawhill Maritime Centre), Brain Ingpen (the
Founder) and several of the pupils, we were treated to tea and an inspirational talk by Debbie.
The Lawhill Maritime Centre is a great educational success story, taking pupils from often
simple, rural backgrounds and preparing them for further maritime education and careers in
maritime-related companies. We were taken on a tour of the boarders’ rooms and the
navigational classrooms by some of the impressive, well-spoken and confident pupils. One
could say so much about this amazing School, but perhaps the best is to refer members to
their web site www.lawhill.org.
For lunch we went to Neptune’s Galley at the Simon’s Town yacht Club, with a view over the
harbour. Martin Davies organized a collection from the members present, thereby raising a
donation for this excellent Maritime School.
- Ian and Hettie Glass
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The Amazing Race

Philip Roux

				
This year the ‘race’ was made more challenging than before, with a longer route, more questions
to be answered and some difficult decisions to be made along the way. 14 cars participated in
the race, which started at Woodbridge Island. As organisers we had anxiously been watching
the weather forecasts in the week approaching the event, as a severe cold front with 35mm
rainfall on the day had been predicted. Shirley and I were, therefore very relieved that there
was no rain for the duration of the race.
After a briefing and distribution of instructions for the first section of the race, the cars were off.
This first section was 16km long, taking the cars northwards on the R27 to Melkbosstrand.
Along the way was a suburban detour to find and collect a specially planted MG spring flower,
there were also 3 fairly easy questions to be answered.
						
		
		
						
				
						
						
.

Some participants did not read the 			
instructions carefully enough and could
not find the park as they had turned too soon.
Participants then made their way to a farmstall
to answer another question, hand in their flowers
and collect their next envelope.				

The second section was a long one – 64km, which took the cars inland on the M19, a stop at
the Cape Town Ostrich Ranch to find the price of a coffee mug, then on to Klapmuts for some fun
and games. We expected 16 answers to the questions along the way – apart from those that
could be found along the route there were 3 more difficult ones, requiring some mathematics,
Google search, and mapping skills! There was also one question which was absolutely impossible
to answer because the signboard (which had been there for many years and which we had seen
when we checked the route just a few days before the event), had disappeared! To our surprise,
Martin and Sue had the correct answer, Martin having remembered seeing the board every time
he drove that way. We decided not to scrap the question as Martin deserved the ‘bonus’ point.
The section ended at a traffic control where
the ‘officer’ on duty checked the validity of
the driver’s and the vehicle licences.
As expected, all members of the MG Car
Club complied fully with this check and the
drivers received a ‘Compliance Certificate’,
then continued the next 20 metres or so to
collect their next envelope. It was surprising
that 5 participants returned to the traffic
officer, offering him R200 in exchange for
providing some additional route information!

‘Officer Roux’ at the traffic control stop

As a club we do not condone any form of bribery or corruption and I am pleased to report that
each of those 5 members were immediately issued with a fine, although the fine envelopes also
contained 2 peppermints, as a sweetener.
The third and final section was 23km long and the 7 answers to the questions were not too difficult.
This section ended at the Wild Clover farm outside Stellenbosch, where the finish times of the
cars were recorded. The winner of the event would be the participant with the highest score,
in the event of a tie, the finish times would be taken into account.
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The maximum score that could be attained was 30 points, made up as follows:
Section 1: 4 Answers required
= 4 points
Section 1: Collection of a spring flower
= 1 point
Section 2: 16 Answers required
= 16 points
Section 2: Valid Driver’s Licence
= 1 point
Section 2: Valid Vehicle Licence
= 1 point
Section 3: 7 Answers required
= 7 points
5 penalty points were deducted from the score of each offender who was issued with a fine.
				
		
			

James Ballantyne and
Kirsty Cox

					

							
		

Canola and Lavender fields abound!

								

						
			
								
									

						

Shades of Silver
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The results were announced over lunch at the Wild Clover restaurant and the winners were:
										

1st place - John and Anne Morrison

							

			

2nd place - Martin Davies and Sue Jones

3rd place - Mike and Fran Johnson

				
								
								

Thank you Shirley and Philip for an
aMazinG Race

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------							
				
TABLE OF RESULTS AND SCORE			
Overall				
		
Finish		
Finish
Placing
Car No.
Participants			
Points
Time		
Seq.
1		
8		
John & Anne Morrison
29		
12:16:25
3
2		
6		
Martin Davies & Sue Jones
28		
12:28:17
6
3		
1		
Mike & Fran Johnson
28		
12:55:53
9
4		
7		
Brian & Frenske Aslett
27		
13:09:12
14
															
5		
9		
James
Ballantyne
&
Kirsty
Cox
23		
12:03:43
1
						
6		
5		
Brian & Beth James
23		
12:22:59
4
								
7		
12		
Roger Lewis			
22		
12:42:00
7
8		
3		
Stuart & Pam Leach
22		
12:54:09
8
9		
2		
Geoff & Rosa Ballantyne
21		
12:56:54
11
10		
11		
Chris & Pauline Nel		
20		
12:11:20
2
11		
10		
Neville & Hillary Wyness
20		
12:25:47
5
12		
14		
Robin & Hildegarde Rich
20		
12:57:17
13
13		
4		
Buddy & Jenny Mockford
15		
12:56:48
10
14		
13		
Brian & Eileen Dallimore
8		
12:57:06
12
					
We had 29 members and 3 guests on the run in 15 MGs and 2 plastics.
Thank you to all the participants for making this such an enjoyable day!
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LETTERS
LRP Additives
As a follow-up to my enquiry LRP Additives in the August issue of The Breed I received three
replies, including one from another MG Centre, thank you to those people who were kind
enough to respond. The brief summary of the replies is as follows:
1. William Penn in 200ml bottles at a cost of R23 each from a Motor Spares and
Accessories chain of stores - this treats 75 litres of fuel. Wynn’s Valve Guard
at about R45 for 200ml bottle from the same chain of stores - treats 50 litres of fuel.
2. The reply from the other Centre said the guys there who know, suggest one keeps
away from LRP as it has so much ‘gunk’ in it - it blocks up your carbs. If your
engine is fairly old it has a lead build-up around the valves. To be on the safe side,
I put in a bottle of Wynn’s lead replacement every time I fill the tank.
3. The third reply suggested the same as reply no.1 but the stores he used charged
more than Motor Spares & Accessories stores, so he appreciated the information.
The conclusion I have come to is that one must shop around as prices do vary considerably.
Thank you – Roger Manton
					

***********************

Honesty?
Angela and I were very sorry to have missed this year’s ‘Amazing Race’ as we were away
competing in the SAVVA ‘50 Year Anniversary Rally’ in the Hazyview area. It seems as if
those who did participate had a great time, even if some of them tried to bribe the ‘Traffic
Officer’!
The rally we were on had 50 competitors and on one part of the run we had to cross a railway
line which had a STOP at it. At the end of the day the competitors were asked to fill in ‘Yes’
or ‘No’ on a form and sign same. From what I saw when I filled in ‘Yes’ there were quite a few
others who also filled in ‘Yes” as well a few who filled in ‘No’. We had seen the rally official
parked on the other side of the line so we did stop and pause before proceeding, thereby
receiving a thumbs up from the official. However, when chatting to him later that evening, he
said we were just 1 of 4 competitors who did properly stop. Unfortunately while the Clerk of
the Course gave people the opportunity of changing their statement before threatening to fine
those who were not honest, I don’t know what the outcome was in the end, it just goes to prove
that some people are more honest than others. - Roger and Angela Manton

					

***********************
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FOR SALE & WANTED
FOR SALE
MGB GT - Can be viewed in Constantia.
Price: R95 000
Contact: J. Ward 084 430 6961

WANTED
For MGB GT:
			
- 1 x MGB spoked wheel – any condition
			
- 1 x MGB octagonal wheel nut RHS 12 tpi
Contact: Peter Taylor 084 970 6499 / 021 686 3106 email: taylorpstb@gmail.com
________________________________________________________________________________

INVITATION TO THE MG CAR CLUB CAPE TOWN CENTRE 2020 INDABA
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