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FROM THE CHAIR
The recent event, which was originally planned as an economy run, grew into something much
bigger and it was quite unusual. Thanks to the ingenuity of Roger Lewis, this run consisted of a
combination of an economy run, an activity run and a regularity rally all rolled into one. It was
most enjoyable and I hope that more members will be encouraged to participate in this kind of
event.
The KZN Indaba in Drakensberg is just around the corner and the Cape Town participants should
have their cars prepared for the trip by now. I decided to do some very late but long overdue
preparation on my MGB, and have done a cylinder head job to de-carbonise and clean out all the
rubbish that has accumulated over at least the last 25 years. I also replaced the gearbox mountings,
and at the time of writing this I am half way through fitting the anti-clunk thrust washers in the diff.
So it should feel like a new car when the work’s all done – the only thing missing is the warranty!
We look forward to the events planned at the Indaba, and are very pleased to be taking the rocker
cover cars of Bill ten Oever and Len Victor along, to participate in the rocker cover racing – thanks
to Bill and Len for lending their cars to us. Brian Dallimore will have his MGC on Concours d’Etat,
a number of us have entered our cars for Tops and we will have members competing in the driving
tests. I wish all the participants safe travels to and from the Indaba and lots of fun along the way.
On the final evening of the Drakensberg Indaba we will be unveiling our plans for the 2020 Indaba.
Since most Cape Town members will not be present at this year’s Indaba we will also add an
“Indaba 2020” tab on our website. If all things go according to plan the invitation for the 2020
Indaba should be available for you to view on the website on Sunday, 6th May.
I hope that, amongst those members who are not attending the Indaba, there are some who will
be attending the Knysna Motor Show and the Simola Hill Climb. Good luck to those members who
are participating in the hill climb.
The May natter will be in the form of a braai on Saturday, 12th May – come along and enjoy some
MG companionship. Shirley and I will be away on another rally that weekend however, Mike, Fran,
Martin and Sue will be there to share some news of the Drakensberg Indaba.

Philip
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It’s the final countdown !!
Soon we will be making our way to the Drakensberg
to be part of the 2018 Indaba. Looking forward to
meeting old friends and making new ones in what
is said to be one of the most spectacular, scenic
surroundings of Kwazulu-Natal.
Hours of preparation checking that our classics are
‘fit to travel’ will be so worthwhile when we do finally
arrive in Bergville.
For members traveling from Cape Town the journey
there will be a holiday in itself. A four night stopover
en route will enable us to appreciate some friendly,
hospitable country stays.
Wherever you are driving from to join the Indaba take
care, enjoy the journey and in the words of the Danish
author Hans Christian Andersen.......
“To travel is to live”
Another interesting story about ‘Me and My MG’ has
been submitted by my partner in crime (after much
persuasion) and appears on pages 6/7. Without
repeating myself too much, please take the time to
write about your classic and send in your story.
Please note a change of date and time for May Natter.
Articles for the June issue of The Breed are due by
23rd May.
Safe driving,

Fran
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Disclaimer:
Views, comments, opinions, advice or suggestions in this newsletter are
those of the contributors and advertisers and are not necessarily those of
the club or its committee. Availability and condition of items advertised
for sale are not guaranteed by the club or the committee. Whilst every care
is taken in compiling the contents of the newsletter the club, committee
and officials assume no responsibility for any effects arising therefrom.
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OUT AND ABOUT
MAY
ThursdaySunday

3-6

2018 MG Indaba in Bergville, Drakensberg - hosted by
Kwazulu-Natal MG Car Club

Friday-Sunday

4-6

Simola Hill Climb, Knysna

Saturday

12th

Bring & Braai Natter at CHC Clubhouse, Wynberg @ 4pm

Thursday

31st

Veterans’ run - details to be confirmed at a later date

Tuesday

12th

Natter & Noggin at CHC Clubhouse, Wynberg @ 7.30pm

Thursday

28th

Veterans’ run - details to be confirmed at a later date

JUNE

MAY BIRTHDAYS
1- Tony Bruton				
		
2- Tracy London
7- Pat Masterson 				
10- Jo Hitchcock			
11- Gavin Kemp John Whitakker
13- Ian Irvin
14- Brenda Bulman Neville Frost Donald Campbell
16- John Morrison Jon Taljaard
17- Brian James Peter Mitchley
27- Frits Rossouw Esilene Kemp
30- Roger Lewis Neville Whitney Thomas de Moyencourt

If your name is not on the birthday list, then we do not have your birthday on our database.
Please update your details with the Membership Secretary - Shirley Roux

					
.
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COMMITTEE NEWS		
				

Club Historian / Librarian

The club needs a keen member to act as the Club Historian and to take charge of the club’s
stock of books in the library. This will be a very interesting position for someone who is so
inclined, as there is a vast amount of interesting MG literature to be enjoyed.
For more information please contact: Philip Roux 021 683 6979

New Club Name Badges

Please remember to place your order for the new magnetic club name badges. The cost is
R66.00 per badge. Should you wish to order a name badge, there will be an order list and
an opportunity to view the new name badges at any of the Natter meetings or please contact
the Membership Secretary: Shirley Roux

New Membership Booklets
These booklets have been printed and are available free to Club members. Thank you for all
the positive feedback received. If you are able to, please could you collect your copy at a Natter
or Club event. Those booklets not collected by the end of May will be posted to members.

Register Matters
To allow updating of register records members are kindly requested to inform the Register
Secretary or a committee member when acquiring or disposing of their MGs.
					

**************
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CLUBMAN POINTS
These points are awarded to Club members who attend Natters, participate in Club events and
organise Club runs. Each year the ‘Clubman Trophy’ is awarded to a member who attains the
highest number of points, and the ’Admiral’s Trophy’ is awarded to a member who attains the
highest number of points for Veterans’ runs.
The points system is as follows :1 point for attending a Natter or Club event.
1 additional point for coming in an MG to the above mentioned.
1 additional point if you organised the event / run.

Members participation in any of these events is recorded by means of the ‘Attendance Register’
‘ that is provided at events. So if you come to an event it is important for you to sign-in in order
for you to have Clubman points recorded against your name.
All Club members who participate in events / runs are eligible for these Clubman points - all
except the committee members.
Below is a list of the top 14 Club members and their Clubman points from January to the end
of March 2018.
Sue Jones

16

Joan Parker

13

Pat Coyne

11

Dieter Reck

11

Loraine Reck

11		

Celia Baylis

10

Chris Nel

10		

Roger Manton

9

Angela Manton

9

Ken Ensor-Smith 8		

Pauline Nel

8		

Tinus de Jongh

8

Colin Cromhout

Peter van Breda

8
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Below is a list of the top 12 Club members and their points for attending the Veterans’ Runs,
from January to the end of March 2018.
Buddy Mockford 6

		

John Bulman

6

Brenda Bulman

6

Geoff Ballantyne

5

Rosa Ballantyne

5
5

Sue Jones

6

Tinus de Jongh

5

Richard Grinstead 5

Jenny Grinstead

Chris Nel

5 		

Pauline Nel

Andre Swanepoel 5
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ME AND MY MG

mike johnson

In the absence of any other contributions to our lady editor’s request for “Me and my MG” articles
and to maintain matrimonial harmony in our household, I have been compelled to yet again, tell
my MG ownership tale. Some of it has been in a past issue of The Breed a few years ago.
Having had much older siblings there was always a flow of interesting sporty type cars calling at
our family home. This generated an enthusiastic desire in me to one day own a sports car and of
course MG was synomous with an affordable sports car in those days. Eventually, after determined
saving and a small loan from my mother I bought, on the 6/12/1963 at the age of 18, my TD for a
mere R320. My old man could not understand why anyone would want a two seater car and
without a boot at that!
Three weeks later on Christmas Eve I was showing off the TD to my friend who had just bought a
boring VW Beetle. Along the N7 pushing the engine to about 5500rpm and with the windscreen
down, (really showing off) I regrettably did not hear the bearing knock from under the bonnet until it
was too late. With minimal oil pressure and clattering bearings I limped home with an embarrassed,
long face. Boxing Day was spent removing the engine to examine the damage. What a shocking
Christmas present to myself! To this day, along with my later marine engine experience, I have a
great aversion to over revving an engine. It is very easy to talk about high RPM and road speed
however, to visualise what is actually happening mechanically within the engine, should ease the
accelerator foot.
The previous owner of my TD told me that I was the 3rd owner. In 1965 at a Shell service station
a passing guy asked me if the TD had a Durban Motor Assemblies No.67. Most surprised, I
replied in the affirmative and he said “I owned this car once – please look after it” and he promptly
got back into his car and drove off. Wish he had given me his name! Nowadays with my involvement in the MG Club register matters some details for the car history file would have been noted.
In 1964 the TD had a minor rear end difference of opinion with a Kombi after a chafed through
brake pipe on the differential casing ruptured. The result of this was 2 dented mudguards and
grille. The dents were easily repaired but the grille presented a problem; me with no money and a
grille not that easy to obtain. I heard about a derelict TC standing in a field in Parow. This wreck
was bought for a mere R25 and towed home where the grille was removed and fitted to my TD.
Whilst hoping to keep the TC my oldman’s comment was to the point – “get that junk out of here,
this is not a scrapyard!” Whatever happened to that TC?
					
During the late 60s another TD in poor condition, was purchsed from a SAAF pilot, with my
intention of bringing it back to its former glory. This did not materialise and so the car was sold
minus engine and gearbox, to a local garage owner. Last year I learnt that this TD was acquired
by the late Garth Green from John Skaife, as a donor car when Garth restored his well known TD.
In 1975 the TD went into hibernation and sadly remained in the garage for many years. Living
close to the beach the salt laden air took its toll and the deadly “coastal cancer” had its wicked
way with both steel and woodwork. In 1996 the late, legendary Ralph Clarke advertised a TC as
a ‘father/son’ project. My then,14 year old son and I went to view the car. When mentioning to
Ralph that I had a TD waiting to be restored Ralph, in his gentlemanly manner suggested that I
immediately go home and get started, refusing to sell me the TC. Sensible advice from a true
gent however, I still hanker after a TC.
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Restoration began in 1996 with the TD ending up in a dismantled state, only to be mothballed
for a further 10 years thanks to work commitments. It was convenient, however, working for a
shipping company, in that I was often on business trips to the UK where anticipated spares
could be bought and shipped back to Cape Town freight free. How the parts left the ship in
Cape Town harbour and ended up in my garage is another story!
Being able to limit the last few years of my working life to a 3-day week allowed ample time
to finally get the TD back where she should be – on the road. What a pleasure and with such
a fun car we enjoy every turn of the wheel.
Today we also own an MGA but the TD still has pride of place and rightfully so after these past
54 years of ownership.
That said, I could very easily adopt the most beautiful MG in Cape Town – the dark blue and
silver SA in Dave Lyon’s stable.

							

Happiness is..................

			

			

					

(photo credit: Frenske Otzen Photography)
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TECHNICAL TALK
AIRING A PROBLEM

-

Peter Cranstone

I have had this problem with the EML (Engine Management Light) or ML (Management Indicator
Light) on my MG TF coming on then going off for no apparent reason. This has been a problem
I have been having over a number of journeys abroad and occasionally in the UK. France has
been an issue, but I have always put this down to the additives used in their fuel, which are
generally different to ours.
The problem was starting to get worse with the EML/MIL coming on more regularly and having a
fault code of P0420. This code refers to “Catalyst System Efficiency below Threshold (Bank 1)”.
Other symptoms I was having were difficult starting when hot and a sludgy black water mix
coming out of the exhaust. Now, the most common thing is the catalytic converter itself or a
Lambda sensor not working properly for the code P0420 to appear. Other areas could be
exhaust leaks, damaged exhaust pipes or Lambda sensor wiring damaged.
The first and easiest thing to do was to swap the Lambda with my spare (none pattern type)
one. No change. Having a look at the exhaust system there was no damage or leaks I could
see or feel at joints etc. I could see my catalytic converter had excessive heat discolouring and
it had been on the car for a long time. After fitting a “Eurocat” catalytic converter, I thought the
problem was sorted. Less than 1,200 miles the light was back on and same code appeared.
After having spoken with the supplier I purchased the cat from with no great help, I contacted
the manufacturer’s head office who were located not far from me. Having spoken with their
technical guy, he said I needed to get the four gas readings i.e. CO, CO2, HC and O2 and with
this information, they can input it into a computer and it will identify possible areas that were
causing this code to appear. This I was able to do and emailed him the results. He replied as
follows: “Please see attachment. Hopefully it will give a better insight to what may need looking into.
There seems to be air getting into the system from somewhere which is causing the cat to fall
on Idle, but the cat passes on fast Idle. The good news is the cat is still ok, however it’s having
trouble converting the gasses on idle as there’s air being drawn into the system, on fast idle
the air is being pushed out and is not affecting the gas values as much, and it won’t be long
before this brings the cat down if the issue is not corrected”.
Following a telephone conversation with the technical guy, he said whilst he had marked air leak
to be the exhaust manifold, it could be anywhere in the exhaust up to the cat. When I told him
my down pipe did have the outer protection mesh detached from one end around the flexi area,
he said there could be a hair line crack in the flexi area and air is being drawn in. He had come
across cracks in the flexi area on a number of down pipes in the past and did say he was not a
fan of flexi joints and preferred solid down pipes.
With a road trip just a couple of weeks away, a new down pipe was ordered and fitted and
hopefully the end of the problem.
Life is never that simple when owning an MG, yes you may have guessed the problem came
back and on a number of occasions. Luckily I do carry an ODBII code reader, so I was able to
check what the fault code was coming up and clear it.
This problem
		 was not going to beat me. There is a reason for it happening, so a cure will be
found.
Having gone over the				
whole exhaust system sealing it with new gaskets and using a
				
very high
temperature silicone gasket sealing compound, I thought job done, No!
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I was now scratching my head, but as luck would have it, I attended an evening with an MG
dealer who was doing a talk on the K-series engine. At the Q&A, I raised my issues I had and
what I had done. He too had had the same problems and it was eventually pinned down to the
evaporator emission control system, or EVAP for short. It was not the whole cannister at fault
but the purge solenoid on top. The EVAP is the charcoal cannister that sits next to the ECU in
the back end of my engine bay next to the boot. What should be happening is the valve opens
and closes on engine loads and you should hear or feel the valve clicking.
Well my one was not working at all and it was possible the valve was stuck open. You cannot
buy the valve separately and a cannister assembly is priced around £108 with vat.
Down to my local breakers I went and retrieved the valve unit for a princely sum of £3
New used valve fitted and a good road test done, problem now seems solved.
Time will tell.
				
(Editor’s note:
This article was published in “Enjoying MG” - March 2018 issue and submitted by
Buddy Mockford, with kind permission of MG Owners’ Club.)
					
					

**************				

Roller Thrust Bearings
Some time ago I discussed the fitting of roller thrust bearings, with a number of members who
all felt they were good. I was confused as my experience was mixed.
The American guru, John Twist is against fitting them to MGBs and has a video talk explaining
why. My “B” was fitted with a clutch kit and roller thrust about 15,000kms ago with all working
well. On the way back from a club Veterans’ outing the engine over heated so has been pulled
to check for damage.
Well Twist is right again !
You can see the damage on the thrust where it is worn oval, the real damage is to the input
shaft which means a gearbox job.
Hope this is of interest.
Pat Coyne
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VISIT TO THE MERCEDES MUSEUM IN DURBANVILLE
VETERANS’ RUN - Thursday 29th March

Chris and Pauline Nel

Once again we all met at the N1 Stop near Paarl on a dark and gloomy day. We left at 10H30
for a slow, scenic drive to Durbanville however, for some not slow nor scenic, as the heavens
opened and drenched those in the open cars. No one complained, as Capetonians we were
very thankful for the much needed rain.
We arrived at the Mercedes ‘merc-seum’ and were able to wander around and look at all the
interesting exhibits on display and not only cars. The ‘merc-seum’ is very neat and well laid
out, all the cars and exhibits were in superb condition. A brief history of each car was
displayed, with some very interesting cars and stories behind the cars . The owner, Graham
van Heerden was also very accommodating and answered all questions and queries, we
spent about an hour at the ‘merc-seum’.
After the museum we went around the corner to Alberto’s restaurant for a lovely lunch and
refreshments.
We had 44 members and 5 guests attending the run in 23 MGs and 3 plastics.
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Hungry, happy MG members dining at Alberto’s Restaurant

LETTERS
Hi Fran,
I was really honoured to be told that I had won the Penman, by the Chairman. I thank you and
the judges for the honour. I am no good on a PC and all the articles I wrote for Dick’s World
Books were hand written. The Great MG World Trek, Vic Ayson and George Tuck stories were
all done by hand, not with one finger, like this reply.
Please give our MG love, congratulations and best wishes to Joan and Brian on being made
Honorary members, we honestly believed that they had been for years. They should have been!
This is a wonderful MG family world wide - long may it thrive for many years to come.
Octagonally,
Norman
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FOR SALE
1982 MGB GT in excellent condition
with only 80,414 miles. Has its original
4-speed gearbox with overdrive. Seats
were re-upholstered by McCarthy
Trimmers in genuine leather to ensure
a more comfortable drive, (original seats
were simply too soft and offered little
support and comfort). Michelin tyres
have done very low mileage, they are
practically new - fitted to period-correct,
original Rostyle wheels. Engine recently
refreshed by renowned race car builder
in Cape Town - car runs well.
Price: R135,000 or nearest reasonable offer.
Contact: Derek Hitchcock 083 300 3011 (email: derekhi@me.com)
1969 MGB Roadster (red) in good condition. Price: R140,000
Contact: Gray Holland 021 790 1378
Electronic distributor to fit MGA or MGB. New - still in the box. Price: R2900
MGF / TF Cooling hose PEH000090.
New - make me an offer.
MGTF Key fob case - new. R250
MGA Factory work shop manual - new. R300
MGA Disc wheels x 5. Sand blasted and coated. Make me an offer
Contact: Pat Coyne 072 348 4493

		

WANTED
Gearbox – 4 synchro gearbox with Overdrive for 1968 onwards MGB GT.
Must be in good condition.
Contact: Geoff Spires 079 272 1755 (email: geoffspires@gmail.com)
MGB Roadster pre-1970 wanted by Cape Town based car enthusiast for personal use.
Contact: A.K. Mitchell 082 412 7514
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ELECTRICAL THEORY BY JOSEPH LUCAS

- submitted by Richard Grinstead

Positive ground depends on proper circuit functioning, which is the transmission of negative
ions by retention of the visible spectral manifestation known as “smoke”. Smoke is the thing
that makes electrical circuits work. We know this to be true because every time one lets the
smoke out of an electrical circuit, it stops working. This can be verified repeatedly through
empirical testing. For example; if one places a copper bar across the terminals of a battery,
prodigious quantities of smoke are liberated and the battery shortly ceases to function. In
addition, if one observes smoke escaping from an electrical component such as a Lucas
voltage regulator, it will also be observed that the component no longer functions. The logic
is elementary and inescapable! The function of the wiring harness is to conduct the smoke
from one device to another. When the wiring springs a leak and lets all the smoke out of the
system, nothing works afterwards.
Starter motors were considered unsuitable for British motorcycles for some time, largely
because they consumed large quantities of smoke, requiring very unsightly large wires.
It has been reported that Lucas electrical components are possibly more prone to electrical
leakage than their Bosch, Japanese of American counterparts.
Experts point out that this is because Lucas is British, and all things British leak.
British engines leak oil
British shock absorbers, hydraulic forks and disc brake systems leak fluid
British tyres leak air and
British Intelligence leaks national defence secrets
Therefore, it follows that British electrical systems must leak smoke. Once again, the logic is
clear and inescapable. In conclusion, the basic concept of transmission of electrical energy in
the form of smoke provides a logical explanation of the mysteries of electrical components,
especially British units manufactured by Joseph Lucas, Ltd.
And remember

.

A gentleman does not motor about after dark
- Joseph Lucas, the Prince of Darkness 1842-1903

A few Lucas quips:
The Lucas motto: Get home before dark
Lucas is the patent holder for the short circuit
Lucas - inventor of the first intermittent wiper
Lucas - inventor of the self-dimming headlamp
The three-position Lucas switch -- DlM, FLICKER and OFF
Three other switch settings - SMOKE, SMOLDER & IGNITE
The Original Anti-Theft Device - Lucas Electrics
If Lucas made guns, wars would not start
In the 70s, Lucas decided to diversify its product line and began manufacturing
vacuum cleaners. It was the only product they offered which did not suck.
Q: Why do the British drink warm beer?
A: Because Lucas makes their refrigerators.
This has been referred to as the smoke theory. When the smoke comes out it is finished,
cooked or done for.
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