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FROM THE CHAIR

The club’s AGM was held on the 10th March, and I thank those of you who attended.
A special thank you to those members who, not being able to attend, gave proxies, as we
were 1 member short of the quorum requirement and those 8 proxies made a huge difference.
The committee for the next year remains unchanged – this must be quite unusual, but as
much as I welcome change, it is reassuring to have this committee who work tirelessly and
are enthusiastic in getting work done for the benefit of the Club. However at next year’s AGM
there will be a number of committee members who will have completed their 2-year terms of
office, so I would like to encourage members to step up and consider serving on the committee.
We continue to look for a Club Historian - if you are prepared to serve in this role please
contact me. We also have a good selection of books in the library, and this needs to be
properly catalogued and controlled, and our members need to be encouraged to utilise the
library material. If you are interested in exploring the library material, then perhaps you might
like to take care of the library – it need not necessarily be part of the formal Club Historian role.
I look forward to the economy run on the 15th April, and this year it will be a run with a
difference – please see the details in the Breed and be sure to enter for this event.
The KZN Indaba is fast approaching, and although there are only 8 cars participating from
Cape Town we will do our best to represent the Cape Town club.
Wishing you all a Happy Easter, and if you’re travelling please keep safe on the roads.

Philip
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CONTACT DETAILS
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President			
			
			

Dieter Reck
021 852 4277 / 083 233 8437
reck.dieter@gmail.com

Trustees 			
			
			

Robin Rich
021 903 3426 / 082 660 3538
robin@richpumps.co.za

			
			
			

Joan Parker
021 671 8379 / 082 214 7561
joanrparker@gmail.com

Committee
Chairman 		
			
			

Philip Roux
021 683 6979 / 083 448 7352
philipjroux@gmail.com

Honorary Secretary 		
			
			

Roy Zazeraj
021 715 9694 / 082 514 5680
roy@artique.co.za

Honorary Treasurer 		
			
			

Brian Aslett
021 671 9250 / 083 267 3742
brazzle@iafrica.com

Social & Events Secretary
			
			

Martin Davies
021 712 0762 / 083 269 5483
mgtddavies@gmail.com

Editor & Publications
			
			

Fran Johnson
021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
franjohnson35@hotmail.com

Membership Secretary
			
			

Shirley Roux
021 683 6979 / 083 360 7300
shirleyroux@gmail.com

Register Secretary 		
			
			
			

Mike Johnson
021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
franjohnson35@hotmail.com

If you were not able to attend the recent AGM you can
peruse the Minutes of the AGM Meeting on pages 13/15
and also enjoy the photographs on pages 10/11.
Thumbs up to Frenske, our photographer at the AGM.
Frenske, you certainly captured ‘the moments’ - as editor
of this newsletter I am much obliged to you for your
willingness to happily snap away and produce such
quality memories.
Another interesting story about “Me and My MG” has
been submitted by Dieter Reck, appearing on pages 6/7.
Please jot down a few lines and share the wonderful,
bygone days of your MGs with your fellow club members.
Think back to why you first wanted - then bought an MG.
When you first drove it after a rebuild - how you became
involved with the MG Car Club.
Read Dieter’s story and maybe that will inspire you!
Articles for the May issue of this newsletter are due in
by 23rd April.
Have a safe and Happy Easter.

Fran

Ex-Officio:		
Regalia			
			
			

Colin Cromhout
021 715 5497 / 082 576 6392
colincromhout@gmail.com

Our bank details are:

Club Historian 		

Vacant

Crankhandle Club Liaison
			
			

Martin Davies
021 712 0762 / 083 269 5483
mgtddavies@gmail.com

Bank: 			
Standard Bank
Account: 		
MG Car Club – Cape Town Centre
Branch code: 		
036 309
Internet Branch code: 051001
Account number:
271157925

						
MMM & T Register Captain Mike Johnson
			
021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
			
franjohnson35@hotmail.com
MGA Register Captain

Vacant

(Mike Johnson)

MGB Register Captain
			
			

Neville Wyness
021 782 9651 / 083 307 9936
nwyness@mweb.co.za

Moderns Register Captain
			

Vacant

Disclaimer:
Views, comments, opinions, advice or suggestions in this newsletter are
those of the contributors and advertisers and are not necessarily those of
the club or its committee. Availability and condition of items advertised
for sale are not guaranteed by the club or the committee. Whilst every care
is taken in compiling the contents of the newsletter the club, committee
and officials assume no responsibility for any effects arising therefrom.
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OUT AND ABOUT
APRIL
Tuesday

10th

Natter & Noggin at CHC Clubhouse, Riebeek Street, Wynberg @ 7.30pm

Sunday

15th

MG Car Club Economy Run Challenge - details below

Thursday

26th

Veterans’ run to the San Cultural Village, West Coast - details on page 5

Sunday

29th

The Knysna Motor Show

MAY
ThursdaySunday

3rd-6th

2018 Kwazulu-Natal Indaba in Drakensville, Bergville
hosted by KZN MG Car Club

Friday-Sunday 4th-6th

Simola Hill Climb, Knysna

Saturday

12th

Bring & Braai natter at CHC Clubhouse, Wynberg @ 4.00pm

Thursday

31st

Veterans’ run - details to follow later

Economy run challenge - 15th April

This years event is going to be so much more than trying to drive as economically as possible,
along the way you are going to be challenged, once each challenge is completed you will receive
your next set of instructions. On the way there are plenty of places to stop and enjoy the
surroundings. Bring along a flask of tea/coffee or stop and take time out as you please.
Date: Sunday 15th April - starting at 9am at the Checkers Hyper in Sun valley (Noordhoek)
Before the start you must have filled up at the local BP garage supervised by the Marshal at hand,
so you need to be at the garage by about 08:30
The run will finish at Sun Valley at about noon and we will have lunch at the Nordhoek Café where
you can choose from their menu.
We need your entries by no later than the 10th April - please submit your entry to:
Brian Aslett email: brazzle@iafrica.com or 083 267 3742

					
.
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COMMITTEE & SOCIAL NEWS		
				

Club Historian / Librarian

The club needs a keen member to act as the Club Historian and to take charge of the club’s
stock of books in the library. This will be a very interesting position for someone who is so
inclined, as there is a vast amount of interesting MG literature to be enjoyed.
For more information please contact: Philip Roux 021 683 6979

New Club Name Badges

Please remember to place your order for the new magnetic club name badges. The cost is
R66.00 per badge. Should you wish to order a name badge, there will be an order list and an
opportunity to view the new name badges at any of the Natter meetings or please contact the
Membership Secretary: Shirley Roux

April birthdays

310121416192528-

Henry Watermeyer		
			
Glynn Barton			
Stefan du Toit
Pauline Nel, Riaz Ismail
Brian Hogg					
John Bulman			
William Ribbans, Rita Floyd			
Caryl Phillips, Pat Lawson, Roger Manton,

Membership changes
# 1178
# 1185
# 1325
# 1335

-

4- Jane Landau, Liz Greenwood
11- Ken Ensor-Smith
13- Robert Windebank
15- Frank Peche
18- James Ballantyne
22- Annie Carson
26- Veronica Browne

(Resignations)

Gavin Opperman
Ken and Gloria Smith
Pierre van Hell
Terry Bresler

					

**************				

BYGONE DAYS
The below photograph, taken in 1984 at the National Gathering in Port Elizabeth
was sent in by Brian Hogg.

l/r: Garth Green, Pat Ewing, Annie Hogg,
Norman Ewing and Dick Knudson
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Veteran’s Run - Thursday 26th April

Venue:

!Khwa ttu San Cultural Village, West Coast

We shall be visiting the San Cultural Village off the R27 on the West Coast. There we will have
a guided tour of the museum highlighting the culture, heritage and skills of the San people,
followed by a tea tasting of medicinal herbs and a San language session, featuring the different
‘clicks’. The tour which takes about 45 minutes will end with some ‘entertainment’.
Cost of the tour is R95 per person which is payable at the venue.
Meet at Milnerton Lighthouse, Woodbridge Island car park at 10.00am to leave by 10.30am
Directions:
Over the bridge and turn left.
Travel on the R27 for 64km (40 miles) and look out for !Khwa ttu signs on the right.
Turn right and drive up a short gravel road to the restaurant.
Lunch choice:
a) Eland burger, lettuce, tomato and chips
b) Butternut, red onion and feta quiche with mixed salad and potato wedges.
c) Chicken wrap with wedges.
Meals include small glass of wine or cool drink. Please indicate your preference when booking.
Cost R95 per person – each table responsible for their own account.
Bookings for this run need to be in by 20th April - please contact:
John Bulman 084 501 4287 email: jaybee@vitalitybroadband.co.za
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ME AND MY MG

DIETER RECK

First recollections of coming across an MG (pronounced em gè in German) go back to the early
50s when an American GI, living in our house in Stuttgart, got himself a brand new TD, shortly
before returning to the States. To me and the kids in the neighborhood this was not a serious
motorcar but rather an old fashioned curiosity which did not measure up to anything the
Germans produced.
This bit of history had totally slipped my mind until 1967 when, by now living and being employed
in Cape Town, a chap with an American accent joined the company, arriving at work daily in this
funny, spider-like, topless, red motorcar on ‘Marie Biscuit’ wheels. The name of the car I was
taught to pronounce as MGTC!
Just like the TD a couple of years earlier, the car was a curiosity, but now in South Africa had
more of an appeal to me than before. So when the car was offered for sale at a price of
R550.00 I found myself saying yes before considering the consequences. R200.00 in cash
was all the newly-wedded Recks could scrape together, until mother-in-law chipped in to make
the deal possible.
What was supposed to be our daily transport soon turned out to be our daily nightmare:
oil pressure, generator, wheel bearings, half shafts, carburetor, door locks, wiring and steering
box – all problems I had never encountered before and had no idea how to fix. On the other
hand, when on the move, the car really went well and was an absolute pleasure and delight to
Loraine and myself. Pictures come to mind of two young people belting down oak lined avenues
somewhere in the southern suburbs, windscreen flat, hair straight back in the wind and eyes
reduced to slit size.
							
Enter the MG Sports Car Register. Handwritten notes wedged into gaps of the bodywork or
under windscreen wipers made me aware of the fact that there were other MG owners around.
After a number of unsuccessful chases Grenville Wilkinson managed to catch up in his TC with
me in my TC and invited me to join a group of guys who were about to form a Club.
What a relief to find that there were dozens of other TC owners who experienced similar
problems and emotions as my own. There was one marked difference though, they seemed to
know all about originality and how to repair things properly! This set me off on a whole string of
restoration projects. As an example - dashboard and wiring. The existing job on the car must
have been done by a German, high voltage electrician. Heavy gauge wires all bent neatly at
right angles, and a dashboard full of switches, little square indicators and warning lamps. The
steering box was another sore point:
Imagine having to elaborate and praise the virtues of the VW steering box that was installed in
my TC: Turning in as light as a feather and oh so precise, but a turning circle twice as wide as
that of the standard steering. I just could not win an argument and had to contend with skew
looks and jokes.
As my know-how of the technicalities of the car increased, so did its reliability and the intervals
between major overhauls. To put it all to the test a holiday trip was planned, together with Pete
Jooste and his wife Cheryl, to drive to Port St. Johns in our two TCs. Although travelling and
camping in mist and rain most of the time, our spirits were high and we reached this most
beautiful spot on the Transkei Wildcoast without any hassle.
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It was on our return trip on a steep incline on an untarred road halfway up the pass outside
Port St. Johns when disaster struck: A side shaft snapped and left us immobile and stranded.
While Pete drove back to East London to organize a spare, Loraine and I slept the night side
by side, with the hood down in the “comfort” of our little TC. By the light of the full moon we
were rewarded with magnificent views of the Executioners Rock directly above us and the
valleys below!
There were other occasions however, when the TC was the only reliable transport around.
Loraine’s phone call to my place of work to tell me the arrival of our first child was imminent,
put me in a difficult position. The brakes of the Mercedes had unexpectedly packed up, so
the TC was the only option to get Loriane from Somerset West to the Mowbray Clinic in time.
To crown it all, a sudden downpour of rain half-way into town made life rather uncomfortable
for our Bullterrier in the back of the car, so he insisted sitting on what was left of Loraine’s lap.
As a result Loraine’s maternity bag was drenched by the time we got to the hospital, but the
Bully was dry.
Our gynaecologist, a man of great knowledge and reputation was already waiting for us to
arrive. He sent Loraine upstairs into the care of the nursing staff and persuaded me to open
the bonnet of the car. I don’t think Loraine has ever fully forgiven the doctor and I for showing
greater interest in an XPAG block than in her, about to go into labour.
51 years is a long relationship in terms of motorcars. It almost equals the time-span I have
spent in this beautiful country.
Changes that have taken place over the years in our lives and in our environment are too
numerous to mention. The TC on the other hand has retained all its old-fashioned virtues
and values. It excites me to look at it, inspires me when I hear it and makes me feel younger
when I drive it. Above all I feel a great sense of gratitude towards this little MG for being the
catalyst to meeting so many interesting people and making lifelong, dear friends here and all
around the world.

							
		

			
			

					

‘Emotion in Motion’
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THE BRITISH SPORTS CAR RUN - 2018

The British Sports Car Run was held on Sunday the 18th March in perfect weather. There
were 5 MGs entered, including a couple of ‘new’ MGs - Karin Champion’s white MGB and
the red MGC that Rodney Green had taken delivery of the day before.
The route took us from the Engen 1-Stop on the N1, through Stellenbosch and over Helshoogte to Franschhoek, then up the Franschhoek Pass. Shirley and I stopped at a lay-by
near the top of the pass, where we enjoyed a flask of coffee, hot cross buns and the view of
the beautiful valley below. But it was not long before we were distracted by the roar of the
cars coming up the pass – Austin Healeys, Morgans, Jaguars, MGs and Triumphs.
Our lunch stop was at the outdoor restaurant, Aphrodisiac Shack, adjacent to Theewaterskloof Dam (looking more like Theewaterskloof Pan!), where we enjoyed the most amazing
lunch.
Each club provided prizes for a raffle and with the sale of raffle tickets R3030 was raised
for the Red Cross Childrens’ Hospital Trust.
It was a most enjoyable day with fellow British sports car owners, just a pity that there were
only 23 cars on the run – a handful from each club. The MG Car club was represented by 9
members and 5 MGs. Our thanks to Graham Goetze and his team from the Triumph Sports
Car Club for organising this event.
		
- Philip and Shirley Roux

		
				
				
								
Best of British – in red, white and blue
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TECHNICAL
TALK
		
The Good Old XPAG Engine
Last month’s issue of The Breed had an interesting article about the good old XPAG engine,
as used in the T-types from the 1939 TB to 1954 TF. These engines were so reliable and
durable they were soon to be destined for use in applications other than powering rickety
sports cars for show-off youngsters with some money to spare – or with rich daddies.
In the 1950s my late bother-in-law worked for a Cape Town panel shop specialising in sports
car repairs. This business was owned by a well known amateur racing driver, Walter Frewen
who raced his notorious, Studebaker powered ‘Frewen Special’. Walter owned a smallholding in the Philadelphia area on which he also housed, amongst other junk, a retired,
scrapped SAAF DC-3 Dakota, used probably as an over-sized hen-house on the farm. My
brother-in-law was given the task of mounting a XPAG engine onto a bed frame to drive a
centrifugal pump for use on Walter’s farm, where by all accounts it ran successfully for many
years.
During the late 1970s, club member, Gavin McNaughton, a long time ardent MG enthusiast
residing in Hermanus, was looking for a XPAG engine for his TC rebuild project. Through
the motoring grapevine he heard of this MG engine lying unused on a farm. He eventually
acquired this engine and after a thorough overhaul, fitted it into his TC. This splendidly
restored MG TC was recently passed to his UK resident son and subsequently exported.
This just proves how versatile XPAG engines can be and how many hours can be clocked up
even when not sitting in a MG chassis. Then again one can say the same applies to many
popular engines that were used in applications such as marine, motor racing and numerous
other power plant projects. Of course years ago, as today, a true MG enthusiast would use
what he knew to be real quality!
- Mike Johnson
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AWARDS AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Admiral’s Trophy presented by Dieter Reck is shared between
Sue Jones and Geoff Ballantyne

Mike Johnson received the Chairman’s Workhorse Trophy

														
							
								

Sue Jones received the Clubman Trophy
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Brian Dallimore received a Silver Certificate for his MGC

					

					

Dieter with the Penman Trophy 		
									
									
								
Bokkie Markus with a Bronze Certificate
for his MGB
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awarded to Norman Ewing

FOR SALE

MG SA Tickford Coupe
44 years of an Edwardian MG. (built in 1936 in King
Edward 8’s reign). It is time to find a younger custodian
of the elegant MG SA Tickford Coupe which lives in
McGregor. Extensive work history available.
Price: R680,000 to the ‘right home’
Contact: Keith Poole 023 625 1306
email: k-mpoole@lando.co.za
1949 MG TC
British racing green, with aero screens. Running, but needs attention to overheating, braking
and usual oil leaks. Various spares and literature included. Licenced and SAVVA dated.
Price: R350,000 Contact: Roger 083 415 3184 (email: mantons@afrihost.co.za)
					
1982 MGB Roadster Unrestored original car. Black in colour.
Engine previously overhauled. Licenced and registered. Price: R130,000 (negotiable).
Contact: Rajesh Thulsie 081 354 0612 (email: RajeshT@openserve.co.za)
1953 MG TF Restored and licenced. Red with chrome wire wheels.
Price: R500,000 (negotiable). Contact: Rajesh Thulsie 081 354 0612
(email: RajeshT@openserve.co.za)

					
WANTED

**************			

MGB Roadster pre-1970 wanted by Cape Town based car enthusiast for personal use.
Contact: A.K. Mitchell 082 412 7514
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE
				
MG CAR CLUB, CAPE TOWN CENTRE
			
HELD ON SATURDAY 10th MARCH 2018
			
AT THE CRANKHANDLE CLUB CLUBHOUSE
			
9 RIEBEEK STREET, WYNBERG
						
AT 14H00
1. Welcome and apologies: The chairman, Philip Roux, called the meeting to order
and welcomed all present. He drew attention to the fact that this was the 70th AGM
of the Club. It was noted that apologies were received from: Stuart & Pam Leach,
Lester & Dinky Braun, Celia Baylis, Feliciano Martins, Gavin Kemp, Roger Lewis,
Mervyn Corbishley, Philip & Jo Hitchcock, Frank & Moira Peche, John & Stella Elliott,
Ken Ensor-Smith, William & Anne Ribbans.
								
2. Verification of quorum: With 39 members present, together with the 8 valid proxies
received, it was established that the meeting was quorate and could proceed.
				
3. Remembering those who have passed away (Reflective quietus): The chairman
read out a list of members who had sadly passed away during 2017. He requested a
moment’s silence in their memory and in recognition of their contributions to club affairs.
4. Adoption of the minutes of the previous AGM:
4.1 The minutes of the previous AGM were accepted as accurate. Joan Parker
proposed their acceptance and this was seconded by Richard Grinstead.
4.2 Matters arising from the previous AGM (not covered below): none were raised.
5. President’s report: The President, Dieter Reck, presented his report, styled the
“State of the Club Address” (SOCA). He reflected on the major events of the year and
congratulated the committee on the successful management of the club. He further
noted that the club was stable and healthy and thanked all members who participated.
A copy of his full report is attached to these minutes.
								
6. Chairman’s report: The Chairman then presented his report, which included many
words of thanks to all who participated in and organised the various club events, as well
as to his fellow committee members. He concluded that the club was “in good nick”.
A copy of his full report is attached to these minutes.
				
7. Secretary’s report: As the report of the Honorary Secretary, Roy Zazeraj (including a
record of membership and event information) was circulated in advance; it was decided
to take it as read. There were no questions.
A copy of his full report is attached to these minutes.
					
8. Treasurer’s report and adoption of accounts: The report of the Treasurer, Brian Aslett,
was circulated in advance, but he took the meeting through the highlights of the financials
for the past year. The club was in a strong financial position, enabling the club to keep fee
increases to a minimum and to provide some support for club events. The club was also
able to make a donation to the Rotary Knysna Fire Relief Fund. The motion to adopt the
financials was proposed by Roger Manton and seconded by Chris Nel. The Honorary
Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statements for 2017 are attached to these minutes.
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9. Trustees’ report: Robin Rich presented the Trustee’s report on behalf of himself
and Joan Parker. He noted that all club assets and memorabilia were now stored in
the clubhouse. It is the intention of the club to sell all MG spare parts at the earliest
opportunity. A copy of the Trustee’s report is attached to these minutes.
The updated register of assets was handed to the Chairman.
10. Acceptance of Dieter Reck as President: The Chairman noted that the President
was elected for a one year term, and may be re-elected, with the approval of the club.
Dieter Reck had indicated that he was willing to stand as President for another year,
but that, if approved, this would be his last year. The meeting unanimously accepted
the nomination of Dieter Reck as President.
11. Appointment of Trustees: The Chairman explained the appointment process for
trustees. The committee appoints the trustees for a two year term each and they
retire by rotation. Joan Parker continues for the second year of her two year term
and Robin Rich has been re-appointed for a new two year term.
12. Appointment of Cape Town Centre Representatives on the National Body: It was
recorded that Roger Lewis and Philip Roux remain the appointed representatives.
13. Approval: Honorary Life Membership – Dr Joan Parker. A proposal for HLM status
had been received, considered and approved by the committee. This was put to
the meeting and approved by a 98% majority (46 votes for, 0 against , 1 abstention;
motion approved), to acclaim from the floor (and a comment that it was long overdue).
14. Approval: Honorary Life Membership – Mr Brian Hogg. A proposal for HLM status
had been received, considered and approved by the committee. This was also put to
the meeting and approved by a 96% majority (45 votes for, 0 against, 2 abstentions;
motion approved), to similar acclaim from the floor (and a comment that this was long
overdue).

15. Presentation of awards:
15.1
15.2
15.3
15.4

The Clubman Trophy (most attendances at all club events) was awarded
to Sue Jones.
The Admiral’s Trophy (most attendances at Vets Run events) was shared
by Sue Jones and Geoff Ballantyne.
The Penman Trophy (best article submitted to the Breed) was awarded to
Norman Ewing.
Chairman’s Workhorse Trophy (all round willing contributor) was awarded
to Mike Johnson.
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The TOPS certificate awards (Show Day) were awarded as follows:
		
Gold - Buddy Mockford
		
Silver – Brian Dallimore
		
Bronze – Bokkie Marcus
Lady’s Choice – once again the ladies had swooned over the 1937 MG SA Tickford
owned by Dave Lyons. Joan Parker noted that the Trustees had found a trophy in the
Club stores for this last award and it would be rehabilitated soon.
16. Election of committee members due for rotation, appointment of ex-officio members
and thanks to outgoing officials:
The only position up for re-appointment was that of Social and Events Secretary.
Nominations had been called for in the hope of attracting new members but none had
been received. Martin Davies has agreed to continue in this position. This was
unanimously approved and he was thanked for the great job he has done to date.
The ex-officio roles appointed by the committee were:
Regalia – Colin Cromhout
Crankhandle Club Liaison – Martin Davies
Historian/Librarian – still vacant
17. General:
Robin Rich thanked Philip Roux and the committee for the work put into running the
club. Frenske Aslett added a word of thanks to Shirley Roux for all the work she had
done for the AGM catering. Brian Aslett was wished all the best for the next day’s
Cape Town Cycle Tour. Alex Stewart then told the meeting that it was the 60th
anniversary of his ownership of his MGTC. It was also the 70th anniversary of
ownership of the car and he had had tea with the first owner of the car that morning
(now 91). The Chairman wished two members a happy birthday (Rosa Ballantyne
and Buddy Mockford).
18. Thanks and closure:
The Chairman thanked all who attended and reminded them of the complimentary
eats and drinks provided, as well as the bring-your-own braai to follow. He closed
the meeting at 15.00.
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