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FROM THE CHAIR
I am beginning to wonder whether the winter is behind us, or if there’s (hopefully) more rain coming
our way. I trust you have been making the most of the sunny days to take your cars out.
We have had good attendances at our meetings in the past month. Our visit to the De Poort
Wagon Museum was most interesting – I particularly enjoyed seeing the tools that were on
display, many of which are quite similar to some that I have at home, having been handed down
from my father and grandfather and maybe generations before.
The Tuesday natter was refreshingly different with the showing of the movie, “Genevieve”
and complimentary popcorn were enjoyed by all. The auction of club memorabilia after the movie
did not work well, we shall try this again on a more appropriate occasion.
The club run for the month was the “Amazing Race” – this was extremely well supported, we had
36 members and visitors participating in the “race”. With the 5 marshals we were 41 for lunch at
the Pepper Tree in Philadelphia. Thank you to all who took part and to those who sent messages
of thanks for a lovely day out – it is very rewarding to have a good turn-out at events and to
receive messages of appreciation from members.
We are about to enter a time of the year that is busier than normal, apart from our usual 3
meetings (natter, club run, and veterans’ run) we also have the Whales and Wheels in Hermanus
on 30th September, Killarney Motor Show on 15th October, and Prince Alfred’s Hamlet Festival on
20th/21st October - keep an eye on the calendar and get your names on the entry lists for these
events as soon as possible.
With the start of the spring we will be resuming our braai natters at the clubhouse, with the first
taking place on Saturday 16th September. I hope to see you there.
Keep your wheels spinning.

Philip
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EDITOR’S CORNER
No doubt you are all well-acquainted with the saying
“you snooze, you lose” - those members who did not take
part in the ‘Amazing Race’ missed a great day out. Once
again there was so much fun and good camaradie on a
beautiful Sunday.
It certainly proved to be one of the most enjoyable MG
outings we have been on. After the race I was surprised
to learn Mike and I were still married (my navigating skills
leave much to be desired!)
Brian Hogg shares personal memories of the late Garth
Green, showing how much Garth did for the MG Club.
Brian also makes mention of the MGC owned by the late
John Saunders - coincidentally this car is in the ‘for sale’
section of this Breed.
Roy Zazeraj ponders the question of ‘the future of Classic
Car Clubs’ on pages 6 & 7.
Be sure to check Out & About and a make note of the
changes.
Articles for the October issue of ‘The Breed’ need to
be in by 23rd September.

Fran
Dates to diarise:
30th September
Whales & Wheels - Hermanus
15th October
Killarney Classic Car Show
20th-21st October Prince Alfred Hamlet Kuns &
Kultuurfees

Our bank details are:
Bank: 			
Standard Bank
Account: 		
MG Car Club – Cape Town Centre
Branch code: 		
036 309
Internet Branch code: 051001
Account number:
271157925
Disclaimer:
Views, comments, opinions, advice or suggestions in this newsletter are
those of the contributors and advertisers and are not necessarily those of
the club or its committee. Availability and condition of items advertised
for sale are not guaranteed by the club or the committee. Whilst every care
is taken in compiling the contents of the newsletter the club, committee
and officials assume no responsibility for any effects arising therefrom.
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OUT AND ABOUT
SEPTEMBER
Sunday

3rd

Run to Hout Bay followed by lunch at the Fireman’s Arms to watch the F1
Grand Prix - contact Martin Davies 083 269 5483

Saturday

16th

Bring & Braai Natter at CHC Clubhouse, Riebeek Street, Wynberg 2-5pm

Thursday

28th

Veterans’ Run - details on page 4

Tuesday

10th

Natter & Noggin at CHC Clubhouse, Riebeek Street, Wynberg @ 7.30pm

Sunday

15th

Classic Car Show - Killarney

Thursday

26th

Veterans’ Run, details to be advised at later date

OCTOBER

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
4- Frenske Aslett

			

6- Paul Willcox				

5- Ian Glass		
9- Eric Detering				

11- Peter Rademan, Neville Wyness

13- Jenny Armstrong, Hybré Lombard

14- Shirley van der Hoek

15- Richard Ratcliffe 			

		

17- Noël Oberem				

18- Viv James, David Knott, Lionel Baird

19- John Perkins
			
			
26- Bokkie Markus, Adel Visser		

22- John van Rooyen
28- Brian Dallimore
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30- Celia Baylis, Michiel Visser

				

							

SOCIAL NEWS
Condolences

We regret to inform members that Jean du Plessis (Member 171) passed away on Tuesday
25th July 2017. Jean was the owner of an unrestored and very original Old English White MGA.
During the early years of his membership, Jean together with his wife Minuet and daughters
Mignon and Jeanine, regularly took part in Club events.
A memorial service was held on 31st July at the N G Kerk, Welgemoed.
On behalf of the Chairman, committee and members of the MG Car Club we convey our
sincere condolences to Jean’s family.
					
***************
New Members
# 1346 - Robert & Christine Windebank, Simonstown 021 786 5895 / 082 658 3963
email: bobwindebank@gmail.com (no car at present)
# 1347 - Gary & Cathy Shaw, Grabouw
021 848 9444 / 082 603 8035
email: gary@applepip.co.za (1980 MGB Roadster)
# 1348 - Riaz & Riyana Ismail, Crawford
082 449 9200
email: riazismail@worldonline.co.za (MGTF 160)
				
New email address
Jennifer Lock - marwicksandy@gmail.com
					
***************
				
VETERANS’ RUN - Thursday, 28th September
Meet at Engen/Winelands 1 Stop Northbound at 10:00 for a 10:30 departure.
This will be a leisurely drive from the Engen 1 Stop along the N1 and then turning off left
onto the R44 (Exit 47). The route follows the scenic R44 for a few kilometers and then we turn
left onto the R312 for Durbanville, passing green farmlands – take a deep breath of the fresh
air. There is no need to rush, we have plenty of time to reach our lunch destination.
We shall pass through the outskirts of Durbanville and over the hill towards Contermanskloof.
From here the route follows the Tygerberg Valley road and on to our lunch destination, the
well-known Hillcrest Estate. On arrival and being seated, we will be treated to a short talk about
the farm and its produce. An optional olive tasting will be available at the tables, at R20 pp.
Lunch will be available from an A la carte menu, ranging from R75 - R115 per dish. Wine and
desserts from the menu. We suggest, as always, one bill per table.
Route guides will be emailed to you before the event. These will also be available at the start.
The attendance list for this outing will be circulated at the next club Natter braai on Saturday
16th September, at the Crankhandle Club clubhouse. Be sure to put your name on the list.
Those who cannot attend the Natter braai please contact:
Colin & Carol Cromhout 082 576 6392 (colincromhout@gmail.com)
					
					
***************
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GARTH GREEN

(my personal memories)

Brian Hogg

My first recollection of the MG Car Club in Cape Town was of meetings at the Hohenort Hotel,
when John Saunders was the Chairman and he was delighted at one meeting, to announce that
the affiliation request to the Mother Club in UK had been accepted. Henceforth, the Club would be
known as the MG Car Club Cape Town Centre not the MG Car Club of South Africa as previously,
owing to the fact that there had been Centres affiliated to the mother Club in other cities of South
Africa.
In 1974 a member of the Cape Town Centre, Dickon Daggit, proposed that there should be a
National Gathering of all the South African Centres in one place. Garth, who was nicknamed in his
profession with Shell as “Mr Bitumen”, picked up this idea on behalf of the Committee and with the
unique advantage of his regular business travels throughout South Africa contacted the other
Centres who all supported the proposal. So it was, that Garth single handedly put together the
very successful inaugural National Gathering in East London in 1974. Some years later these
National Gatherings were re-named, Indabas.
Whilst Garth had owned a TF, he was then in the process of building a TD from the bits of two
TDs which were ex-John Skaife. For the inaugural National Gathering he travelled from Cape
Town in my semi-rebuilt TD along with; Dieter Reck (TC in grey primer), Joan Parker (TD),
Chris Sedgewick (TD), Mike Jenkins (MGA), John Saunders (MGC). At that time MG enthusiasts
in Port Elizabeth and East London were members of the Cape Town Centre as there were no
Centres in either of these cities. After the National Gathering there were Centres formed
(and affiliated) with Garth’s assistance, in both of these cities. On our way to East London we
were royally welcomed by the Port Elizabeth MG enthusiasts who travelled with us to East London
the next day, where we made up a total of 67 MGs from all over South Africa.
The second National Gathering, two years later, was based at Mazelspoort (near Bloemfontein)
and was again organised by the CapeTown Centre, but this time mainly by Dotty Jack. This
allowed Garth time to be Chairman of the Centre for two years and to get on with the rebuild of his
TD. The rebuild was completed in time for the third National Gathering held at Pine Lake Marina,
Sedgefield, which again Garth had a major hand in organising. It was in recognition of his service
to the Centre that the cover for “The Breed” featured a TD and the logo for the Pinelake National
Gathering was a maroon TD. Several “register” type meetings were held at the Green garage to
encourage the rebuild!
Some years ago, at the East London (Cintsa) Indaba, when Roger Lewis was considering buying
a basket case TD, he arranged with Garth to allow him to drive the TD for a little while on the way
back to Cape Town to see what a TD was like. Garth and I followed in Roger’s MGB GT. I think
we only caught up with Roger in Oudtshoorn, which goes to prove that Roger Lewis’ idea of a
“little while” led him to buy the basket case which eventually became his magnificent TD and
Garth’s trust to let Roger drive his pride and joy.
A fond recollection I have of Garth driving his TD was at the end of the hill climb up the SA Navy
road at Simon’s Town when Garth crossed the finish line at valve bounce. He really loved
driving his TD and was happiest on the MG Veterans’ runs when there was a decent run on
which to drive his TD as distinct from a short run to a lunch venue.
In later years Garth continued his visitations to his MG friends, including visits (whilst in UK) to
Jean Kimber Cook (Cecil Kimber’s daughter) at her home on the Isle of Wight. Garth had taken
Jean on a tour of the Cape Peninsula in his TD during her visit to the Indaba in Cape Town in
1988.
I hope that Garth’s TD stays in the family.
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IS THERE A FUTURE FOR CLASSIC CAR CLUBS?

Roy Zazeraj

Clubs that are formed around the celebration of ‘old cars’, frequently complain their membership
is ageing while interest from younger members is limited. Whether you choose to refer to these
old cars as classic, vintage, veteran, exotic or something else - and define these terms in different
ways, does not really matter. The problem seems a general one.
But, what does this mean for the future of these cars and the Clubs that have nurtured a love for
them over many years? The concern is by no means new, however, a number of recent articles
and talks have got me (squarely in the chronologically gifted category) wondering anew. I am
reminded of the saying:
“you know you are getting old, when getting lucky means finding your car in the parking lot”.
Going back to the official Golden Jubilee history of the MG Car Club in Cape Town ‘Keeping the
MG Flag Flying’ makes it clear that the Club was started by young adult enthusiasts, who later
drifted off when they married and became parents. They needed their time, money and more
practical transport for family oriented pursuits. If that young enthusiast interest was there in the
beginning,what has changed? Most current members of our old car Clubs are more at the
grandparent end of the scale. Maybe these are the same young people who have come back
to the fold in later years.
David Biggs, writing in the Argus of 7 July 2017 (Tavern of the Seas), looks back and bemoans
the fact that much of the romance of owning your first set of ‘wheels’ has been lost. Amongst
other nostalgic musings, he refers to the role of a first car as a courting tool, of ‘making out’ at
the drive-in theatre (remember those?). Cars were easy to understand, to work on, and cheap
second-hand models were easy to find back then. To many of us, cars were vehicles of glamour
and fascination that marked a passage to independence and adulthood. Whatever term we
used for ‘cool’ in those days, our cars were viewed as an essential extension of our young
personas and certainly cool.
In contrast, modern cars have become (and continue to develop as) impressive, but overlyengineered, rather expensive, high-tech commodities. Modern cars are increasingly digital,
internet-enabled, largely electric, computers-on-wheels. They offer many features that a large
percentage of people will probably never use (like on your smart phone). The UK and France
have plans to ban all diesel and petrol cars in the next decade. Most car enthusiasts are
familiar with the Tesla (lithium ion) battery-driven offerings. Toyota has just announced that it
aims to market all-electric cars from 2022, using solid state batteries. The (now Chinese-owned)
MG brand has just unveiled a concept car called the E-Motion, also an all-electric vehicle.
BMW AG has announced their intention to build an electric version of the iconic Mini, in Britain.
‘Driverless’ cars are already being tested in various cities. As we know, all major
manufacturers are being forced to go in the same direction, driven by environmental, safety,
legislative and market forces. This trend is fully understandable.
Without wishing to be modern-day Luddites, we recognise that there must be change - remember
‘change is inevitable, except from vending machines’. But how does this change peoples’
relationship with (what were once) treasured possessions?
Is the romance of it all disappearing? Is a car becoming just another faddishly desirable,
flash-in-the-pan commodity, to be easily discarded and scrapped (recycled?) when a new model
comes along? Will the impulse to own the newest and the latest ensure a complete loss of
interest in what has come before?
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The change of ownership,even loss of, many of the revered (e.g. British) marques has arguably
also detracted from their sense of history and the aura of personal attachment held by their fans.
So what of the relationship new, tech-savvy generations will have with cars old or new? At a
recent investment seminar, Swiss-based futurist Gerd Leonhard (author of Technology and
Humanity) noted that he had sold his internal combustion-driven car, as ‘you will not be able to
give it away in 5 years’. He further quoted research that was pointing to young adults in
Europe and the USA increasingly having no interest in learning to drive or owning a car. The
advent of ubiquitous, ultra-convenient, internet-driven services like Uber, make owning a car
unnecessary. Add to this more stringent drink-driving laws, the reality of congested cities, the
cost of paying off a car and heavy parking fees – well, who wants to own a car anyway? We
could well be seeing new generations without the ability to drive anything. Except, maybe
some new-fangled personal transport pod and even that might be ‘driverless’! Who then will
drive and nurture the cars of yesteryear (or even last year)?
All of which brings us back to the future of classic car Clubs. Their membership is ageing and
passing on to more ethereal pursuits. Younger generations have very different ideas about car
ownership and the romance of technology. The precious old cars that survive are in danger of
becoming mere quaint and ‘ancient’ artefacts, found only in museums and of limited interest to
a newer generation. Many of the technologies invented during our lifetimes (lunar landing
modules, the first computers, cell-phones) have already been languishing in museums for
years. Most of these museums can be visited on-line, so no need to actually go there.
Joseph Conrad (1857–1924) famously, and lyrically, wrote about the loss of the romance of
sailing ships, as the merchant marines of the world converted to the utility of steam. Do we
see a parallel in the loss of the romance of owning old cars, as the world converts to transport of
a very different kind? Sailing has in fact continued to thrive, mainly as a sport, and active sailing
clubs are found all over the world. If old car clubs wish to survive in anything like their current
forms, it seems they will have to re-invent themselves in some fashion. Or are we moving
towards their inevitable demise?
					

***************
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THE AMAZING RACE			

Shirley Roux

This club event was loosely based on the TV series of the same name and there was a fantastic
turn out from the members on a beautiful sunny winters day. Altogether there were 18 MGs
participating plus the two marshalling MGs.
After a briefing at the start, participants set off from the Cape Multi-Motor Club in Parow with their
first clue in hand, heading towards Durbanville. The first stop was at Eversdal Motors where tyre
pressures had to be checked before the second clue was handed out. There was much jostling
on the forecourt and squealing of tyres as they headed off through the suburbs of Bellville to the
next destination. At Autozone, 4 questions had to be answered, then Clue 3 was handed out as
well as tubs of hand cleaner or caps – our thanks to Richard from Autozone for supplying us
with these super goodies.
Clue 3 took the MG’s on Old Paarl Road, through Brackenfell and then northwards to the Food
Lovers Market at Pinehurst Shopping Centre. Here participants had to buy a Granny Smith
apple before they were given Clue 4. Just one apple was all that was needed – hope the Becks
and Johnsons made apple pies with the bags of apples that they purchased!
The Clue 4 envelope contained instructions for the remainder of the race as well as a further 10
questions that needed to be answered along the way. The most contentious of these questions
was the Labyrinth, where the number of circles needed to be counted. Other difficult questions to
answer correctly were the telephone number that was missing a digit on the wall facing the
participants, and the Psalm on the church wall written in Dutch. To those who Googled the Psalm
en route and those who entered the Church to read the Psalm from the Bible, you shall repent!
Bible snatching participants Brian and Beth were the first to arrive at the finish in Philadelphia in
a cloud of dust to hand in their answer sheet.

					
					

Brian arriving at the finish at top speed

Winners - Tracy & John Craig
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The little town of Philadelphia was the venue for the prize giving, and we all enjoyed a
				
delicious lunch at the Pepper Tree Restaurant.
Thanks to all of you who participated and made it such a fun day. Thanks to Eversdal Motors
for letting us have the use of their forecourt and for checking tyre pressures, to Autozone for
the giveaways and answers to Clue 2, to Annalet at the Pepper Tree Restaurant for welcoming
us and for the delicious food.
Lastly, thanks to the other organisers/marshals; Chris, Pauline, Philip and John.
There was no participant who answered all 14 answers correctly, but the placings for the event
were as follows :-

Position
			
		
1		
		
2		
		
3		
		
4		
		
5		
		
6		
		
7		
		
8		
		
9		
		
10		
		
11		
		
12		
		
13		
		
14		
		
15		
		
16		
		
17		
		
18		

Name				
John and Tracy Craig			
Neville and Hillary Wyness		
Martin and Sue Davies		
Roger and Angela Manton		
Mike and Fran Johnson		
Brian and Beth James		
Gary Shaw and navigator		
Douglas Whistance and navigator
Ronnie and Craig Browne		
John and Anne Morrison		
Joan Parker and Roger Lewis
Brian and Frenske Aslett		
Robin and Hildegarde Rich		
Neil and Jane Beck			
Geoff and Rosa Ballantyne		
John and Brenda Bulman		
James Ballantyne and Kirsty		
Brian and Eileen Dallimore		

					

***************
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Score		
13		
13		
13		
13		
13		
12		
12		
12		
12		
12		
12		
12		
12		
12		
12		
11		
9		
8		

Finish Time
11:10:46
11:21:25
11:26:23
11:30:24
11:54:57
11:09:43
11:09:56
11:10:22
11:12:45
11:22:21
11:22:50
11:26:38
11:27:20
11:54:55
11:56:52
11:33:46
11:58:25
12:02:00

LETTERS
(28/07/17)
Hi Philip,
It is with great embarrassment that I find in my catching up process that I have not replied
to you. Your Centre’s hugely magnanimous gesture is to be applauded and I am sure will be
enormously beneficial to many. We go on meeting people who are really battling, who were
‘on the edge’ before and now have virtually nothing. It seems that many were not insured for
whatever reason and many of them have lost not only their shelter but their means of making
a living.
I have no doubt that allowing Rotary to make the decisions about distribution of your funds is
most appropriate as they are here ‘on the ground’ and hopefully will direct them to where
they are needed most. Well done to the Cape Town Centre and on behalf of the local firedisadvantaged community, a huge thank you.
Our woes have continued. Apart from an ongoing war with our insurers and the difficulty of
deciding upon our future, we have both been unwell with severe chest infections, Diane to the
point of being hospitalised for a week with pneumonia. However, we are both beginning to see
the light of day and our lives will only get better now – at last!
Thank you again to you and to your Centre for their extreme generosity. We look forward to
seeing you before too long.
Best regards,
Bruce Henderson
(Chairman) MG Car Club South Cape Centre

					

***************

(1/08/2017)
Dear Fran,

I am just coming back to normal after being hospitalised on our return from Scotland, with first
double pneumonia plus something I picked up on the plane, so I was truly heartbroken to read
today, on my laptop, of Garth Green’s passing. In the early years he was my main contact with
the Cape, and it was during his tenure that Pat and I were made honorary members.
His work with Shell enabled us to meet often in Jo’burg and I was thrilled that we were able to
recognise him at the Knysna event for his enormous contribution to the MG movement in
South Africa. Not least of which was organising the first National Gathering in East London
and the second national event with the aid of Dot Jack, at Mazelspoort near Bloemfontein.
To Pam we send our heartfelt sympathy.
Octagonally,
Pat and Norman Ewing

					

***************
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Veterans’ run to Paarl in July

John Morrison

The July run was organized by John and Anne Morrison and was notable as it was also the
20th anniversary of the veterans run.
We all met at the N1 Engen 1-stop as usual and departed shortly after 10am en route to Paarl.
It was a beautiful sunny day, though pretty cold, especially for those in the open cars. We
travelled along the N1 to Klipheuwel off ramp then turned towards Stellenbosch, driving through
wine and farmlands along Kromme Rhee road to the R44 and thence to the Old Paarl road where
we turned right towards Paarl.
At Paarl we gathered at De Poort heritage village for a visit to the wagon museum. Here we
had a knowledgeable guide to take us around the displays and expand upon the information
boards at the displays. The museum was set up by Johan Burger, a local artist who was
involved in many other similar projects and who sadly was killed by a crocodile at the Le Bonheur
crocodile farm last December. The museum has a good range of wagon examples produced
in the Wellington and Paarl areas in the late 1800s, ranging from heavy transport wagons to
elegant carriages for doctors and lawyers. There were some members on the day who compared
the wagon springs to TC and TD springs!
After spending just over an hour at the wagon museum we all moved on to Pearl Rock Terrace
at Laborie wine farm for lunch. This restaurant specializes in pizzas, with a good selection of
antipasti as well. A good lunch was had by all, with friendly and efficient service.
The run was attended by 32 members and one visitor with Celia; travelling in 17 MGs, 4 of
them moderns.
					

***************

					

FOR SALE
MGC 1969 Roadster. Currently licensed but not roadworthy. Bodywork and upholstery in
reasonable (though not mint) condition. Tyres and batteries need replacement. Tachometer
not working. The vehicle has been in storage for approximately 5 years, so rust has damaged
some of the engine components; however the engine itself was recently turned over and is still
in good order. The brakes were recently overhauled, and only require bleeding.
Asking price: R250 000 (negotiable)
Contact: Michael Saunders 082 507 7011 email: mjsaunders1000@gmail.com
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