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FROM THE CHAIR

The winter months are ideal for exhilarating drives in our cars – most especially the open cars.
It’s been a treat to see members in their open MGs, wrapped up with scarves, beanies and
gloves to keep out the cold.
In the past month we’ve been lucky to have enjoyed 2 Club outings on clear winter days, both the
visit to the Wijnland Auto Museum and the breakfast run to Nitida. Each event has been well
supported with more than 30 members present. If you missed out on these events, please
put your name down for the August events. We also had a very good turn out for the “Christmas
in July” Natter at the Clubhouse, our thanks go to Brian and Frenske for organising this event and
to Dieter and Loraine for providing us with their magical gluhwein.
On a sad note, Garth Green passed away on the 17th July after a short illness. Garth had
joined the club in 1972 and was an active member for many years, fulfilling a variety of roles
during his 45 years of membership of the Club. In recent years he has been the editor of The
Breed, a trustee until the 2016 AGM and he continued as the Club historian until his death. A
number of members attended the memorial service for Garth on the 21st July, where Dieter Reck
spoke of Garth and his service to the Club during his years of membership – thank you to those
of you who attended the memorial service.
Looking forward to the next month, we have the natter on Tuesday 8th August, a Club run on
Sunday 20th and the Veterans’ run on the Thursday 31st. At the Tuesday natter the film
‘Genevieve’ will be shown. This is a British comedy film about two couples comedically involved
in a veteran automobile rally – I look forward to seeing this.
The Club run on the 20th August is an ‘Amazing Race’ - details of which are being kept a secret,
but please get your names on the list to come along and discover what we have in store.
BREAKING NEWS! Our Club has recently been asked to host the National Indaba in 2020 and
we will soon be forming a sub-committee, enlisting members to assist with organising this event.
We will also be looking for suitable sponsors for the Indaba.

Happy MG’ing,

Philip
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CONTACT DETAILS		
CLUB OFFICIALS
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President			
			
			

Dieter Reck
021 852 4277 / 083 233 8437
reck.dieter@gmail.com

Trustees 			
			
			

Robin Rich
021 903 3426 / 082 660 3538
robin@richpumps.co.za

			
			
			

Joan Parker
021 671 8379 / 082 214 7561
joanrparker@gmail.com

Committee
Chairman 		
			
			

Philip Roux
021 683 6979 / 083 448 7352
philipjroux@gmail.com

Honorary Secretary 		
			
			

Roy Zazeraj
021 715 9694 / 082 514 5680
roy@artique.co.za

Honorary Treasurer 		
			
			

Brian Aslett
021 671 9250 / 083 267 3742
brazzle@iafrica.com

Social & Events Co-ordinator Martin Davies
			
021 979 2110 / 083 269 5483
			
iti31680@mweb.co.za
Editor & Publications
		
			

Fran Johnson
021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
franjohnson35@hotmail.com

Membership Secretary
			
			

Shirley Roux
021 683 6979 / 083 360 7300
shirleyroux@gmail.com

Register Secretary 		
			
			
			

Mike Johnson
021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
franjohnson35@hotmail.com

EDITOR’S CORNER
More often than not we hear “Where has the time gone
to?” or “ Christmas is just around the corner, how time has
flown by this year“. Days turn into weeks and then months
and before we know it we have started a new year.
Make the time to get into your sports cars and experience
freedom of the open road, the rush of air and delight in
the scenery flashing past you. An emotion of motion in a closed car you travel, in a sports car you drive!
I shall always have fond memories of Garth in his
beloved TD with the windscreen down making the most
of a wonderful drive.
Ladies, enjoy your special Women’s Day on 9th August
and let the men in your lives spoil you.
There are quite a few changes to the calendar for the next
2 months - be sure to check the dates in Out & About.
Articles for the September issue of The Breed need to
be in by 23rd August.

Fran

Dates to diarise:
30th September
Car Show - Hermanus
15th October
Killarney Classic Car Show
20th-21st October Prince Alfred Hamlet Kuns &
Kultuurfees

Ex-Officio:		
Regalia			
			
			

Colin Cromhout
021 715 5497 / 082 576 6392
colincromhout@gmail.com

Club Historian 		

Vacant

Crankhandle Club Liaison
			
			

Robin Rich
021 903 3426 / 082 660 3538
robin@richpumps.co.za

MMM & T Register Captain
			
			

Mike Johnson
021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
franjohnson35@hotmail.com

MGA Register Captain

Vacant

MGB Register Captain
			
			

Neville Wyness
021 782 9651 / 083 307 9936
nwyness@mweb.co.za

Moderns Register Captain
			
			

Ken Smith
021 552 2596 / 083 280 8281
gloriana@telkomsa.net

Our bank details are:
Bank: 			
Standard Bank
Account: 		
MG Car Club – Cape Town Centre
Branch code: 		
036 309
Internet Branch code: 051001
Account number:
271157925
Disclaimer:
Views, comments, opinions, advice or suggestions in this newsletter are
those of the contributors and advertisers and are not necessarily those of
the club or its committee. Availability and condition of items advertised
for sale are not guaranteed by the club or the committee. Whilst every care
is taken in compiling the contents of the newsletter the club, committee
and officials assume no responsibility for any effects arising therefrom.
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OUT AND ABOUT
AUGUST
Tuesday

8th

Movie Night ‘Genevieve’ - Natter & Noggin at CHC Clubhouse, Riebeek
Street, Wynberg @ 7.30pm

Sunday

20th

‘Amazing Race’ - details below

Thursday

31st

Veterans’ Run

- please see Page 8

SEPTEMBER
Sunday

3rd

Run to Hout Bay & lunch at Fireman’s Arms to watch Grand Prix

Sunday

10th

‘Bring & Braai’ Natter at CHC Clubhouse, Riebeek Street, Wynberg 2-5pm

Thursday

28th

Veterans’ Run, details to be advised at later date.

“Amazing Race” - Sunday 20th August
If you have always wanted to know what it is like to be a contestant in the “Amazing Race” then
please put your name down and join us for a fun day out.
We will meet at the Cape Multi-Motor Club parking area, De Grendel Road, Parow at 09h30 to
depart at 10h00.
On departure you will receive your first instruction.
A navigator is strongly recommended, please bring along a clipboard and pen.
We should arrive at our mystery destination for lunch by 12h30.
Don’t delay, contact the organisers to put your name on the list:
Philip & Shirley Roux:- 021 683 6979 (shirleyroux@gmail.com) or
Chris Nel:- 084 337 1827 (mga1wp@gmail.com)
Your last opportunity to enter this event will be at the Natter on the 8th August.
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EULOGY

GARTH GREEN (1931 - 2017)
Garth passed away on 17 July 2017 at the age of 86 years. A thanksgiving service to
commemorate his life was held on Friday, 21 July 2017. It was attended by approximately
110 people, amongst them numerous members of the MG Club and the committee.
Garth was a good man he lived and structured his life according to rules. I am talking in
particular about the rules that governed the affairs of the MG Car Club Cape Town.
Garth and Pam joined the Club fairly early in its existence as family members in 1972 with
membership number 209. Considering that the latest number issued was 1345, Garth and
Pam really joined the Club in its very early years.
Garth had initially owned a TD, then bought a TF, sold it (to Dennis Wolff) and acquired
another basket case TD (from John Skaife), which he eventually combined in 1978 into the car
that is still with the family today.
For many years during his membership Garth held important positions on the committee of the
Club. During the years 1975/1977 he served as Chairman, 1987/88 as Honorary Secretary,
1980/82, 1986/87 and again from 2012/15 as editor of The Breed newsletter. With his intellect,
his clear sense of logic as well as his intimate knowledge of the Club’s constitution, he was able
to shape the culture of the Club in its early days, and he played a major part in giving the Club
the status it finds itself in at the present time.
For 10 years Garth, together with Ralph Clarke, held the position of Trustee of the Club, and now
with the passing of Garth the position of Club Historian has become vacant. It can be seen from
these records that throughout the years he was a most committed and enthusiastic member of
the team that guided the Club through some turbulent periods.
The one event that will inevitably be linked with Garth is the First National Gathering of South
African MG enthusiasts in East London, in 1974. This was the first time that such an event had
been held by the Combined Centres, and its success was entirely due to the ability, the organizing
talent and enthusiasm of Garth. The arrangements for accommodation, the co-ordination of
events and the catering for the needs of all those in attendance were solely his own effort and
this made it such a remarkable achievement. A total of 67 MGs had come together from all over
the country to be part of this inaugural meeting and to set a benchmark for the 21 Indabas that
have followed since then. In 1978 he was again responsible for organizing the National
Gathering at Pine Lake Marina, which turned out to be another great event.
For Garth, however, the fun filled and enjoyable times never came short. A publication of the
club history shows Garth and Pam in 1992 at a table, together with Alex and Mel Stewart, at a
“Belles of St.Trinians” party during a weekend away in Montagu. They were all dressed and
made up to a point, that they were hardly recognizable. Through his employment with the Shell
Company he was able to access their library and arrange numerous film shows for the Club
about historic motor car racing, which were always keenly attended by the MG members.
Garth even managed to sign in the Chairman of Shell as a Club member.
Throughout the years he seldom failed to take part in competitive events such as MG Days at
Killarney, rallies, or just plain Fun Runs.
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The last major event which was attended by Garth and Pam in their trusted maroon TD was
in fact the 20th Indaba in Knysna in May 2014. Loraine and I, in our TC, had arranged to
travel together with them, all went well until Buffeljagsrivier, where we had agreed to have
breakfast.
When they did not turn up after a couple of minutes we managed to contact them by
phone and learned that he had lost the complete length of his exhaust pipe. Luckily for him
a police vehicle had stopped to offer assistance. So we suggested to Garth that he should
make his way to the restaurant where we had settled and we would make a plan thereafter.
Shortly after they arrived in their very noisy MG, a police van turned up and delivered the
missing exhaust pipe! Garth had actually charmed the police woman to bring the part along
in her vehicle!
Garth will be remembered for all the good and right things he did in his lifetime and for all the
little unexpected things that made him such a remarkable person.

DIETER RECK
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SOCIAL NEWS
			
Happy Birthday everyone!
			
1 Jenny Grinstead
2 Peter Jack, Willem Swanepoel
3 Brevan Robinson
6 Roger Sleight
8 Karen Champion
9 Barbara Collins
10 Marjorie van Heerden, Aubrey Keller
12 Paul de Groot
16 Philip Katz
20 Steven London
22 Damian Enslin
23 Keith Poole, Fran Johnson
25 Maureen James, Mike Porter
27 Nigel Stokes
29 Heather Bresler
31 Peter James, Harold Sandak-Lewin
					
					
*******************************
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

CLUBMAN POINTS

Clubman points are awarded to members for the following :1 point for attending an MG event, plus
1 point if you come to an MG event in an MG, plus
1 point if you organise an MG event
Committee members are not eligible for any points.
For your information the Clubman Points for the half year ending 30 June 2017, are as follows:
Susan Jones 		
Celia Baylis 		
Geoff Ballantyne
Angela Manton
Roger Manton
Robin Rich 		
Patrick Coyne 		
Colin Cromhout
Joan Parker 		
Hildegarde Rich

25
22
17
16
16
14
13
12
12
12

Well done to you all!

A special request please. As Membership Secretary, I am responsible for collating and recording
all names of members who attend natters, social runs, Veteran runs and any other Club event,
as well as whether the member came in an MG or not. I also need to record the number of
guests who come along to these events.
Please could members ensure they sign in for any MG event, be it a Natter or a Club run etc.,
and indicate if you brought a guest along. Also, if you organise an MG event, would you please
ensure that the attendance form members fill in for the event is correct with the names of all
who participated. This form must then be given to the Social & Events Secretary, Martin Davies.
I require all this data for the Club records, for the AGM and also importantly for the Clubman
Points. At the AGM, a trophy is awarded to the member with the highest Clubman points for
the year.
Thank you,

Shirley Roux (Membership Secretary)

					

*******************************
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VETERANS’ RUN TURNS TWENTY
27th July 1997

-

Jo Hitchcock

27th July 2017

Once again I realise the value of the printed Breed and the necessity to keep copies safe, in
order to trace important information such as the history of various aspects of the Club. In this
case the Veterans’ runs and the success story for the past 20 years. It is sad to realise that a
number of the original 14 members, as well as those that joined later, are no longer with us.
However, it is also heart-warming to notice so many new faces who have joined over the years.
Nowadays, an attendance of 30/40 or even more is quite a regular occurrence. Philip and I
are grateful that we could be part of these runs right from the first event.
The great privilege about veterans’ events is we often visit places of interest one would normally
not see, as it is difficult to gain access to these places, unless one has special contacts to
arrange these visits. Often these ‘special people’ are available amongst the veterans.
The late John Lock took it upon himself to list the events of the past few years in date order.
It was amazing to note the number of interesting and historical places we visited. Some of
the very memorable and ‘once-in-a-lifetime’ experiences were for example:
the unique, historical railroad experience in the Hexpass Express rail trolley at De Doorns
Red Cross Children’s Hospital
A.E.C.I. factory site with its historical buildings
the history and firing of the Noon Gun
traffic control at Cape Town International Airport
sheepdog training on a farm in Caledon
a visit onboard the SA Navy Meko A-200 Valour Class Frigate
N.S.R.I. in Hermanus
and many more. To date we probably have visited approximately 200+ places over the past
20 years. This includes a few mid-week ‘sleep-over’ events (Wednesday – Friday) when
cheaper rates were available. (Citrusdal, Outdshoorn, Ceres). The Club breakfast runs are
also a favourite with the Veterans.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the enthusiasts who have contributed to making
these events special over the past 20 years, whether you organised an event or wrote a report
for The Breed. Your keen interest encouraged more members who have the last Thursday of
the month free, to join these runs. In so doing we make new friends and experience exciting
places to visit and enjoy our MGs for many more years. Life’s too short not to MG!
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VETERANS’ RUN - 31st AUGUST
Meet at Constantia Village in the ‘Post Office’ parking area at 09h45 to depart at 10h15.
Turn right into Spaanschemat River Road (M42) and proceed through Steenberg to Ou Kaapse
Weg (M54). Travel over Ou Kaapse Weg to the Kommetjie Rd intersection. Turn right and head
towards Kommetjie (M55). At the Kommetjie Rd/Ocean View intersection traffic lights turn right
into Imhoff Farm parking area for our comfort break.
There will be time to enjoy some refreshment or browse the numerous attractions.
We will depart at 12h00 for a scenic drive to Simonstown on the M65 via Misty Cliffs,
Scarborough and Millers Point (M4) to Simonstown Country Club (Golf Club) for lunch at 13h00.
Lunch is a set menu: soup / roast with veggies / malva pudding with custard / tea or coffee.
Cost including a gratuity: R90.00 p.p.
Please RSVP by the 27th August so that we can confirm the number of guests with the
Country Club.
Contact: Gavin & Esilene Kemp 021 786 4577 / 083 662 0076 kempgav@gmail.com

					

*******************************

LETTERS
I found this Company on the internet that supplies all sorts of parts for vintage cars. I bought
my soft top material from them, along with all the fittings needed to attach a soft top. Their
service was excellent and their prices are good. Perhaps this link could be shared with Club
members via THE BREED.
www.vintagecarparts.co.uk
Kind regards,

Theo van der Hoek

					

*******************************

Dear Roy,
This is wonderful news. Many thanks to all the members of the MG Car Club of Cape Town
Centre for your most generous donation.
I am certain that this, with the other donations made, will be carefully and sensibly used in the
aftermath of the Southern Cape disaster and RC Knysna have undertaken to keep donors
informed.
With appreciation and best regards,
Ian
District Governor 2016-2017
District 9350
Editor: The Honorary Secretary, Roy Zazeraj received the above letter from the
Rotary Club of Knysna. This is in lieu of the donation towards the Knysna
Fire Disater Fund from the MG Car Club Cape Town Centre.
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FOR SALE & WANTED
		
FOR SALE
One set of MGA seat covers. Black vinyl, with red piping. Hardly been used, as they were
replaced by leather covers. Price: R500
Contact: Ian Opperman 028 316 2299 / 082 678 1207
						

*******************************			

WANTED
MG Midget wanted for restoration purpose.
Contact: Leon Giliomee 084 907 3572 email: leon@williamsimpson.co.za
MGA bumper. I am restoring a MGA Twin Cam Coupe 1764cc and require the left-hand
section of the front bumper.
Contact: Geoff Carver 079 320 2564 email: geoffcarver@gmail.com
Set of carburettors for 1600 engine - MGA 1600 MKII.
Contact: Willem Swanepoel 082 458 4718 email: capetours@adept.co.za
						

*******************************
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