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FROM THE CHAIR
After a wonderful holiday, your Chairman is back in the saddle (or should that be the driver’s
seat)? Firstly, many thanks to Philip for writing the Chairman’s report last month and to all the
committee for being the efficient committee that they are!
Briefly, we went to Greece, Italy, and Denmark. Italy and Denmark were wonderful with Tuscany
being the highlight. It has beautiful countryside and lovely hill towns which exude history. Greece
was a little less appealing. The country’s financial problems have damaged morale and the country
is in a poor state. Residents of Corfu are surrounded by piles of rubbish as the bin men had been on
strike for 3 weeks by the time we arrived. One comes across many abandoned vehicles, motorbikes
and even trucks and trailers in fields, car parks and roadside bushes.
This modern beauty of an S-Type jag had been left to rot in the elements for quite some time at a
well-kept tourist beach, car park. What a tragedy.

Despite the signs of the sad economic downturn we did eventually manage to find some idyllic
beaches and quaint villages which were as we remembered them from many years ago.
Back in wonderful South Africa, we had a great Natter on July 12th with a fun Christmas in July
party where Dieter provided his delicious, homemade gluhwein. The members enjoyed freshly
baked mince pies, there were prizes for lucky draws, quiz questions and for the most appropriate
outfit. This was deservedly won by none other than Joan Parker with a hilarious contraption
resembling the head of Rudolph the red nosed reindeer. The evening was great fun and thanks
to everyone who helped to make the evening such a success again.
We have a number of events planned for August and September as you will see from the Out &
About section on page 3. If the weather co-operates, uncover your MG, wrap-up well and bring it
along for a run. Cars always run better if they’re used regularly!

Brian
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EDITOR’S CORNER
A sincere word of appreciation is extended to Geoff Husk
for the work he does every year with respect to The Breed.
Geoff collates and binds copies of the newsletter into
one book, whereafter it is stored in the Crankhandle Club
Library for future reference. Thank you Geoff for your very
dedicated input and valued time!
Roger Lewis has submitted part 2 of his very interesting,
MGB story which you will find on pages 8-11.
Listed below are a few events you may want to make note
of, should you wish to join in various car club runs and car
shows.

Chairman 		
			
			

Brian Aslett
021 671 9250, 083 267 3742
brazzle@iafrica.com

Honorary Secretary 		
			
			

Peter Flowers
021 975 4475, 078 639 0151
flowersp@telkomsa.net

Last date for articles for the September issue of The
Breed is 25th August.

Honorary Treasurer 		
			
			

Philip Roux
021 683 6979, 083 448 7352
philipjroux@gmail.com

Fran

Social & Events Co-ordinator Martin Davies
			
021 979 2110, 083 269 5483
			
iti31680@mweb.co.za
Editor & Publications
		
			

Fran Johnson
021 554 1097, 082 733 7258
franjohnson35@hotmail.com

Register Matters 		
			
			

Mike Johnson
021 554 1097, 082 733 7258
franjohnson35@hotmail.com

Committee member
without portfolio 		
			

Shirley Roux
021 683 6979, 083 360 7300
shirleyroux@gmail.com

Ex-Officio:		
Membership Secretary
			
			

Hildegarde Rich
021 903 3426, 082 473 9123
Hildegarde@richpumps.co.za

Regalia			
			
			

Colin Cromhout
021 715 5497, 082 576 6392
colincromhout@gmail.com

Club Historian 		
			
			

Garth Green
021 701 9273, 082 719 6012
headlam@telkomsa.net

Crankhandle Club Liaison
			
			

Robin Rich
021 903 3426, 082 660 3538
robin@richpumps.co.za

MMM Register Captain
			
			
T Register Captain 		
			
			

Vacant

MGA Register Captain
			
			

Pat Coyne
021 785 4933, 072 348 4493
pacman@kingsley.co.za

MGB Register Captain
			
			

Willis Smit
021 554 2230 083 675 5224
willis.smitoo@gmail.com

Moderns Register Captain
			
			

Ken Smith
021 552 2596, 083 280 8281
gloriana@telkomsa.net

Mike Johnson
021 554 1097, 082 733 7258
franjohnson35@hotmail.com

Dates to diarise:
11th September (Sunday)
Multi-car club run - Sunbeam Club
1st October (Saturday)
Whales and Wheels Car Show Hermanus
23rd October (Sunday)
Century Classic Car Run - Triumph Sports Car Club
6th November (Sunday)
Cape Motor Show at Killarney Raceway - WP Motor Club

Our bank details are:
Bank: 			
Standard Bank
Account: 		
MG Car Club – Cape Town Centre
Branch code: 		
036 309
Internet Branch code: 051001
Account number:
271157925
Disclaimer:
Views, comments, opinions, advice or suggestions in this newsletter are
those of the contributors and advertisers and are not necessarily those of
the club or its committee. Availability and condition of items advertised
for sale are not guaranteed by the club or the committee. Whilst every care
is taken in compiling the contents of the newsletter the club, committee
and officials assume no responsibility for any effects arising therefrom.
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OUT AND ABOUT
AUGUST
Saturday

6th

Bring & Braai at CHC, Riebeek Street, Wynberg (2-5pm) replaces Tues 9th

Sunday

21st

Breakfast club run to Philadelphia - details on page 4

Thursday

25th

Veteran’s run to Noordhoek - details below

SEPTEMBER
Tuesday

13th

Natter & Noggin at CHC Clubhouse, Riebeek Street, Wynberg 7.30pm

Sunday

18th

Economy Run - once confirmed details will be sent out on ‘google’ mail

Thursday

29th

Veteran’s run to Kleinmond - details in September issue of The Breed

VETERAN’S RUN TO NOORDHOEK

25th August

Neville & Hilary Wyness

Meet at 10h00 for 10h30 at Constantia Shopping Centre. Leave not later than 10h30 heading
towards Hout Bay. Exit Hout Bay over Chapmans Peak; R40 payble at the toll, for ease of service
there please have correct change available.
Stop for viewing and photos at any one of the many spots on the route, photos for the club records
would be very welcome.
Drive down the pass towards Noordhoek Village, enter the village at Noordhoek and drive towards
The Toad Restaurant where we have a lunch reservation.
Parking could be difficult here, please do not park on the main road for obvious reasons. We may
not all be in one area for parking.
Enjoy a walk around the boutique shops - perhaps make a small early Xmas purchase.
Meet inside The Toad for lunch where a reserved area will be set up. It would be best to be at the
tables by 12h15.
Menu: Hake & chips, beef or chicken burgers, pizzas, or ladies portion of grilled ribs.
All meals for under R100.
Contact: Neville or Hilary Wyness 021 782 9651 / 083 307 9936
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Club run to The Fireman’s Arms on Father’s Day

Shirley Roux

We met at Constantia Village on the Sunday morning at 10.30am to depart at 11am and it was clear
that winter had set in. Four brave MGBs, 1 MGF and 6 plastics with their occupants gathered on the
cold and wet morning.
Our run took us to Constantia Nek, Hout Bay, Suikerbossie, up Camps Bay Drive into town and
onto The Fireman’s Arms. The owner Kevin had very kindly arranged undercover parking for our
MGs and welcomed us all into the cosy pub. In total there were 22 of us – 18 members and 4 guests.
As usual the food and service was excellent and the big screen was pulled down for us all to watch
the Formula 1 European Grand Prix. This race was held for the first time in Azerbaijan in the capital
city, Baku.
The street circuit was designed to wrap around the most famous buildings in the centre of the city
and some technically challenging features, such as a narrow uphill section and a 2.2km
acceleration stretch had been incorporated which provided some interesting racing – especially on
the qualifying sessions.
The circuit incorporated old and new sections of the city and the architecture was fascinating to look
at. Nico Rosberg was in pole position and held the lead throughout the entire race. Sebastian Vettel
was 2nd and Sergio Perez in 3rd position.
After lunch Martin Davies very kindly presented each “father” with a gift, on behalf of the MG Club.
					

***************

Sunday breakfast run to Peppertree Restaurant Philadelphia

21st August

Meet at Milnerton Lighthouse from 09h15 onwards to leave at 09h45 - breakfast has been arranged
for 10h15. The route will be up the R27 to Melkbosstrand, then right on the M19 towards the N7.
Head north up the N7 for about 6km, to the right turn towards Philadelphia. Park in the main car
park at the church and stroll down to the Peppertree Restaurant which is about 100 metres from
the car park.
Menu:
Granola, fresh fruit, Greek-style yoghurt and honey - R49
Pan fried mushrooms & red onion with fresh herbs, scrambled eggs, fried tomato and toast - R58
Pan fried spinach, mushrooms and roasted baby tomato served on polenta, topped with poached
egg and bacon - R62
Savoury mince, scrambled eggs, boerewors, creamy mushroom sauce, bacon, fried tomato and
toast - R75
Ceylon tea R12

cappucino R16.50

expresso R14

These prices exclude gratuity, there will be tables of 4 or 6 under their tent awning. Tables will be
billed separately and 1 person from each table should please manage the collection of money.
There is a wide choice of drinks which must be paid for when ordered. The club will provide orange
juice at each table.
To reserve a place please contact: Brian Aslett 083 267 3742 or (email: brazzle@iafrica.com)
I will also collect names at the Natter braai on 6th August.

4

SOCIAL NEWS
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
1-Jenny Grinstead
2-Peter Jack
3-Brevan Robinson
8-Karen Champion
9-Barbara Collins
10-Majorie van Heerden, Aubrey Keller
12-Paul de Groot
16-Philip Katz
17-Mel Stewart
20-Steven London
22-Rosemary Rademan
23-Fran Johnson, Keith Poole
24-Noleen Knott, Lesley Fullard
25-Maureen James
26-Gloria Colquhoun
29-San-Marie Barton
31-Peter James, Harold Sandak-Lewin

Happy Birthday to you all!

New Member: #1333 Gabriel Fernandes, 38B Higgo Crescent, Higgovale (MGA/MGB)
(email: okfernandes@gmail.com) 072 685 8936
					

***************

					
REGISTER MATTERS

Mike Johnson

Browsing through the 2016 membership booklet reveals the following MG ownership details which
make for interesting reading. It has been mentioned that the modern MGs are possibly the
predominant models in the club, however the below statistics reveal otherwise.
Triple M
T types
MGA		
MGB		
Moderns

13
61
53
115
43

(includes J, P, N, SA, VA, types)
(2 x TA, 1 x TB, 24 x TC, 27 x TD, 5 x TF, 1 x Y)
(includes 43 x A, 9 x Twin cam, 1 x Magnette)
(includes 55 x Roadster, 43 x GT, 3 x V8, 6 x MGC, 8 x Midget)
(includes 5 x F, 2 x ZR, 1 x Maestro, 2 x MG3, 1 x MG6)

Total		

285

(subject to slight changes)

This is an impressive collection of cars, however, there are approximately 39 MG owners in the
Cape Town area that are not members of the Club but who in fact are Crankhandle Club members.
It would be great if these MG enthusiasts could be persuaded to also join the MG Cape Town Centre.
					
It has been decided to revise the model register details forms and in the near future some members
may be asked to re-submit information of their cars in order for the register records to be updated.
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Veteran’s June run to SANCCOB

George Toop

Thursday brought a bright but chilly day when 31 members and 15 MGs gathered at Woodbridge Island
to chat and kick tyres before setting off to SANCCOB (SA Foundation for the Conservation of Coastal
Birds) in Table View.
We arrived to a warm welcome by staff members Tammy and Alex and were offered tea or coffee before
settling down for an introductory briefing by Tammy. SANCCOB is an NGO which relies entirely on
donations and fund raising for funding as well as relying on volunteer workers.
The annual budget runs to over R12 million and to raise this amount is no mean feat. In addition to the
Table View centre they have a small facility at Cape St Francis.

		

Tammy giving MG members an introductory briefing about SANCCOB

Since opening in 1968 over 95000 birds of 24 species have been treated. On average they handle 2500
birds a year, of which about 1500 are African Penguins. Considering that the total population of these
birds is only about 19000, the impact of this work in conserving the African Penguin is substantial.
In addition to the treatment of injured or sick birds much of the work revolves around the hand rearing of
chicks. Last year 4000 chicks were released into the wild, which was an 85% success rate.
It soon became apparent that this is a hospital for sea birds like any other hospital, with an admission
room, intensive care area, high-care area, a “paediatric” area and recovery “wards”. A fairly recent
addition has been an X-ray machine, invaluable for accessing broken limbs and finding foreign objects,
such as fishing hooks. It was interesting to learn that swallowed hooks are dealt with by pushing a
garden hose over the line and down the throat which generally frees the hook for removal.
Like any hospital, hygiene is of paramount importance as birds are prone to infections. Birds stay for
anything from four weeks to a year before being released. Birds are allocated numbers rather than
names and spend 95% of their time with other birds so that they feel more familiar with their company,
rather than that of humans. This is important when it comes to releasing them into the wild.
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Our tour split into two groups led by Tammy and Alex. Some areas were off limits to avoid stressing very
sick birds (i.e. intensive care). The large pool has to be drained, scrubbed and re-filled with tap water
every day. Borehole water is too harsh, sea water too difficult to pump in and vlei water is too dirty. This
is a big budget expense.
Chicks are hand fed by pushing a tube with a large syringe attached, down their throat. The liquidised
meals are served twice a day. Two feeders were at work when we arrived and the chicks seemed quite
relaxed about the process.

				

Penguin chicks being hand fed through a tube

Birds are only released when they meet 3 criteria, namely; good feathers, sufficient body weight and
clear blood tests. Some birds which cannot be returned to the wild stay on as part of the Ambassador
program to assist in promoting SANCCOB and also education programs.
One area had a sign which read: “5 Star Hotel…as much fish as you can eat”
On that note we left for the Blue Peter Restaurant in Blaauwberg where we enjoyed great views and
good food. We also celebrated Ian and Hettie’s 43rd wedding anniversary.
Thanks to them both for organising this very interesting and enjoyable outing.
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1980 MGB - Claiming back the years

Roger Lewis

In the last instalment I covered getting to the point of how and why an MGB now resides in my
garage. Toward the latter half of last year Ralph had come to appreciate that he needed to scale
down his collection of cars before moving to a retirement facility that would better suit the needs of
both himself and Hilda. It was not an easy time I am sure, especially having to give up a car that had
been such a joy, not that it hadn’t given Ralph a few challenges which I am sure he will be happy for
me to share, Ralph having been party to what was done.
The MGB being one of Ralph’s babies wasn’t going to be an easy trade, firstly Ralph only fairly
wanted to get good value for the car but more importantly that it would be going to a good home.
The trade was fair and I would like to think Ralph was happy with the deal struck, but now I had to
do justice claiming ownership, which actually is not a good description, custodian is better.
The B had only some 50 000km on the clock, so for all intents and purposes it was out of the box,
we just need to consider a small matter of the 35 years that had passed since its production.
On the test drive Ralph shared that the B ran a little warm for his liking and the reason he had fitted
a booster cooling fan, there were a couple of oil leaks which I will later share were as a result of the
factory build.
The best way to truly appreciate a car is go through it from one end to the other, but this was only
possible once the B moved homes. I gave it a good clean inside and out, 20 minutes later the job
was done; the B even after 35 years was as it appeared from the showroom, virtually spotless,
except for the bodywork below the rear boot, the paint was dull, the original shipping wax was still
there, once removed the paintwork shone as to be expected.
After the cleaning session I took Andrea for a drive to clear my mind and consider the next task that
surely must need tackling, thought: when was the brake fluid last changed, the answer was quite a
long time ago. Now is it standard brake fluid or silicone, we were not sure. A simple test: put a drop
of the brake fluid on the plastic wrapper of a Coke bottle, if the ink runs it is standard brake fluid,
silicone will not affect the ink; the ink ran so we had traditional fluid.
Bleeding the brakes resulted in some ugly stuff coming out, together with some black bits that should
be staying in, the seals were obviously tired after 35 years of service so as part of whatever else was
going to be done the hydraulics would need attention.
The first task however, was appreciating why the car ran hot, which indeed it did, especially going
over the mountains near home. Ralph had done a number of things which I hoped to learn from.
Firstly, he had fitted a modified thermostat so that flow to the radiator would be better controlled, a
booster fan fitted and the front number plate raised so that it did not obscure the lower aperture of
the rubber bumper.
I inspected the cooling system and it looked clean, the radiator was removed and taken for
inspection, again it was clean and none of the tubes were blocked. Then with a thick coat of looking
at I began to question why the filler for the cooling system seemed to be much lower than the top of
the radiator – the engine mountings had sagged quite a bit, once I got them out.
New mountings made a difference but not enough, with the radiator and an original spec thermostat
fitted, the B was taken to Silverton for a pressure test. The test did not go that well as the tester was
a little tired, the tools, not the staff, but the root cause of all the problems was found.
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The neck of the expansion tank to which the radiator cap is secured, had over the years distorted
to such an extent that the cap, when fitted, stopped water flowing out, but the pressure it maintained
was negligible. All that was needed were a few taps to the edge of the neck ring putting it back into
shape and pressure was assured. The difference going home was immediately apparent, the
temperature gauge hardly reaching half scale even being driven hard up the mountain. The
additional electric fan was removed and the tale shared with Ralph - Ralph chuckled.
Silverton keep new necks in stock, obviously it’s a common problem that us experts overlook.
Hydraulics and brakes were next, the rear linings were checked and on the passenger side found
to be a little oily, so axle seal replacements were added to the worklist. The front disc pads were
close to their end and were replaced by nice new, thick looking things which helped to push the
pistons back into their caves; I fitted EPC disc pads which are very effective. As part of the
rejuvenation process, the brake, clutch and flexible hoses were all replaced. The clutch was a
pig to bleed but once sorted a test drive confirmed all the efforts were very worthwhile.
Whist my head was under the car, with the wheels off, there were clear signs that the factory paint
was starting to be replaced by that brown, aftermarket stuff called rust. It could be left alone claiming
originality but as the years go by there will be less and less to claim, so rather than just attempting
a touch-up job I decided to strip, clean and repaint to as near original standard. Some of the key
items such as most of the front suspension parts and wheel backing plates being blasted before
recoating. As hard as it may sound it was far easier to just strip everything out.
Four big nuts and a few details and the complete front cross member can be removed, gaining far
better access to the leaking bottom of the engine. Then there are all the nuts, bolts and washers,
the plating of which was now also starting to show its age, the zinc starting to lose the war against
the onset of corrosion.
I am not going to bore you with every step by step detail but a picture helps to paint many words.

Some of the refurbished undercarriage
What is missing from the picture is the front cross member, the rear axle assembly, rear roll bar
and rear springs. Parts were stripped back to bare metal, coated with an epoxy primer and over
coated with a satin finish black, again a two pack product matching the finish of the original, all
the nuts and bolts were replated. The plating was done by Plate Rite, 160 items, not one lost, all
in four days – I was very impressed by their quality, service and cost.
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Front suspension going back together again
Interestingly quite a number of the chassis parts were originally powder coated, the roll bars and
steering rack in particular. The problem with powder coating being that when it does get chipped
it’s like opening a hole for moisture to get in, eventually the coating comes away like peeling an
orange. So now all the running gear is “wet” coated which should last many years.
All the mounting and suspension rubbers were replaced, this kept Peter Flowers busy sending parts,
most of which he had readily available. I chose to use standard rubber bushes rather than fitting
harder poly bushes, the only variation I made was to fit the superior V8 bushes to the front pan arms.
The most challenging exercise was replacing the gearbox mountings that had become quite spongy.
The gearbox cross member and all the associated stay brackets are quite a jigsaw puzzle and if not
fully appreciated you can land up in a very frustrating place, especially trying to manhandle things
in the confines of the car on jack stands. When I was 30 it seemed much easier, now my brain is
willing but my body just doesn’t seem to keep up?
It took me four hours to get the gearbox cross member out, first time, but after doing some more
googling I learnt some techniques that brought the time down to 30 minutes or so. A key thing to
do is to paint one side of the various bracket so that they are put back in the right orientation,
otherwise the cross member assembly is not going to go back together, note the red markings in
the images below.

The gearbox cross member
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The last item to be removed was the fuel tank which was starting to show some onset of mild
corrosion, more importantly I wanted to check the unseen top of the tank which is often the first
place that corrosion gains a more serious foothold. There were a couple of spots that needed
attention but nothing major, the petrol tank only needing a rubbing down and a fresh coating of
satin finish. The under body of the car was very good and cleaned up like new with a bit of a
soapy scrub.

Fuel tank complete
As I mentioned earlier there were some oil leaks from the bottom of the engine, with the cross
member out of the way draining and dropping the sump was not a big deal. What was revealed
was a sump gasket that was only sealed on one side of one half, must has been originally fitted
somewhere around a tea break. With the sump refitted, leaks still made themselves visible, so
the timing chain cover was next, again not much sealing it together. Lastly there was a small leak
between the engine front plate and the main block. I was not about to start stripping down the
engine so a bead of sealer was applied after first getting the joint clean. Leaks solved!
All this may seem a little daunting but the results are well worth it, the car sits on the road and
glides over bumps as if it were new, quite a pleasure knowing all is sound ready for many years
of MG magic.
Once I had finished all the basics and got the B running smoothly, which including backing off the
timing a little to compensate for what is called petrol today, a review and test drive by Ralph was
arranged. Ralph was impressed and took the car for what might well have been his last MG
thrashing, I just hung on.
An optical based ignition system has been fitted and my next project is to appreciate the design
changes made in the engine department to help meet European emission standards that are
restricting engine performance - a later tale.
Rest in peace Ralph and thanks for all you have shared with me over the years.
Roger Lewis, proud custodian of Ralph’s MGB
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Thanks for the latest Breed. I enjoyed it. In fact, I look forward to it every month. There is something
I would like to mention here about the MG owners of the town of Napier. The town celebrated what
they call the Patatfees (Sweet Potato Festival) on Saturday 18th June and our Club, the West Coast
Old Car Club, were invited by the organisers to come and enjoy the festival and display our classic
cars. I was keen to go as I knew that there were rather a lot of MGs in Napier. I was always told that
Napier was an MG town. I can also see on the membership list that several of the MG Club members
live in Napier. I was looking forward to meeting the MG owners of Napier. Instead of going in my
MGB GT, I took one of my other Classic cars as I thought that there would be enough MGs on show.
I was sadly disappointed. Nine of our members drove all the way from the West Coast to Napier /
Bredasdorp for the weekend to attend this festival. The weather was very nice and sunny and we
really enjoyed ourselves. What shocked me was that not a single MG from Napier or other Classic
car from Napier turned up at the festival. This festival must surely be the highlight event of the town’s
calendar each year. Hundreds of people turned up for the festivities. There were so many visitors in
Napier that you could hardly find a parking spot in their main road. I enquired from the organiser of
the event why there were no MGs at the festival and he told me that he invited all the MG owners and
other Classic car owners but not one of them took the time to attend with their cars. This is really sad
indeed. Where were all the MG owners of Napier that weekend?
Hopefully the MG owners of Napier will make a special effort to attend next year’s Patatfees in Napier
as we, from the West Coast, will certainly attend the festival again next year.
Sincerely, Ronnie Grace - Langebaan
					

***************

When reading my obituary for Ralph Clarke, published in the June issue of The Breed, I realised that
there were a couple of vital aspects of Ralph’s life I should have included. Whilst there was a huge
amount that Ralph achieved during his life that deserves a much fuller recording than I can compile,
especially in a relatively compacted obituary, I should have emphasised his devotion to his family, his
wife Hilda, son Robin, daughter Ann, their spouses and children, his parents, his brothers and their
families and his enormous extended family and friends. The other aspect that I should have stressed
was his lifelong affair with Hoodoo, the infamous C type MG Midget.
The story of Hoodoo has been written by many people including Ralph himself, Barré Lyndon and
Norman Ewing but Ralph saw Hoodoo being raced as a boy and I think, always harboured a burning
desire to own it. In the late 1940s he did buy some bits of Hoodoo including its seized Powerplus N0
7 supercharger. Hoodoo had various owners and in the 1950s was bought by Vic Ayson with whom it
remained for some 44years until it was to be sold “overseas” to realise funds. I surmise, but I am sure,
that Ralph intervened to arrange that his old friend from racing days, Phillip Costa bought Hoodoo in
1998 to add to Phillip’s fairly recently acquired collection of pre-war MGs. (Ralph compiled a history
of Phillip Costa which was published in the 2013 MMM Gathering brochure). Ralph spent many hours
restoring Hoodoo including refitting the now rebuilt Powerplus supercharger and presented the
substantially rebuilt MG at the Crankhandle Club.
On Phillip’s death in 2005 Ralph maintained his association with the Costa family and Phillip’s son
Guido with Hoodoo and the other MGs now being in the Costa Family Trust. Hoodoo and some of
the other Costa MGs have featured at both of the MMM MG Gatherings at the Franschhoek Motor
Museum. Ralph was very involved with both of these gatherings and the sight of him pushing
Hoodoo around the track was a pleasure for all to see but even more was the smile on Ralph’s face
after driving Hoodoo and Philippe Douchet’s K3. I hope that this brief addition to the obituary makes
it a more complete history of Ralph’s life.
Brian Hogg
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FOR SALE
Distributor electronic hall type - to replace Lucas type 25D or 45D as fitted in many classic British
cars. Simple 2 wire connection, no more points and condensers to worry about. Better starting, with
smoother running. This is a full distributor unit with cap, rotor, vacuum advance. A bargain, new,
still in the box R3 000. Contact: Pat Coyne 072 348 4493 (email: pacman@kingsley.co.za)
MGB GT (1971) - BRG with wire wheels and factory sun roof. One of the best GTs which, due to
lack of space must sadly go to a good home. This is a genuine 3 owner car, originally owned by a
well-known Cape Town family. The car has just been recommissioned after a number of years in
dry storage, with very little use, just 55 000km as confirmed by the service book. It has been
extensively refurbished with many new parts and sympathetic upgrades. Price R135 000
negotiable. Contact: Pat Coyne 072 348 4493 (email: pacman@kingsley.co.za)
MG TF160 (2003) engine rebuilt with updated gasket/stiffer oil rail. New cylinders, belt, water pump,
tyres, etc. Gunmetal grey, black leather. Car in excellent condition and runs very well. Bargain at
first R80 000.
Contact: Brian Crawford 082 783 6921
MG 3 1.5 (2014) black - 28 800kms. All services up to date and service book stamped and signed.
Price: R130 000 neg. Contact: Shadley Davids 082 3045 967 (email: shadley.davids@icloud.com)

WANTED
MGB spares - spoke wheel rim / headlight bucket / steering wheel.
Contact: Johann Marais 082 505 3659
Original steering wheel (in good condition) for a 1967 MGB GT.
Contact: Richard Bates 033 2395 251 / 082 6545 904 (email: richardbates@iafrica.com)
MG radio cover plate for an MGB GT radio.
Contact: Andy Hillman 083 2297 059 (email: andysue@iuncapped.co.za)
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