MG Car Club, Cape Town Centre, Suite 276, Private Bag x16 Constantia 7848

www.mgcc-ct.co.za

Issue 2016/6									

Our legendary Ralph Clarke with his R-Type

1

JUNE 2016

CONTACT DETAILS:		

EDITOR’S CORNER

CLUB OFFICIALS

2016- 2017

President			
			
			

Dieter Reck
021 852 4277, 083 233 8437
reck.dieter@gmail.com

Vice-President		

Charles Batham

Trustees 			
			
			
			
			
			

Robin Rich
021 903 3426, 082 660 3538
robin@richpumps.co.za
Joan Parker
021 671 8379, 082 214 7561
joanparker@gmail.com

Ralph may have been small of stature yet he was
undoubtedly a giant of a man. The MG Car Club and
motoring fraternity will be that much poorer without
this knowledgeable gentleman who had unbounded
enthusiasm for classic cars.

Chairman 		
			
			

Brian Aslett
021 671 9250, 083 267 3742
brazzle@iafrica.com

Stewart was a happy-go-lucky kind of guy who had a
positive outlook on life and did indeed “seize the day”!

Honorary Secretary 		
			
			

Peter Flowers
021 975 4475, 078 639 0151
flowersp@telkomsa.net

Honorary Treasurer 		
			
			

Philip Roux
021 683 6979, 083 448 7352
philipjroux@gmail.com

A happier occassion was to see Garth Green enjoying
himself on a recent club run. Thanks to Martin
Davies, he was chauffered about in an MGA instead
of his trusty TD. Good to see you out and about again
Garth.

Committee

Social & Events Co-ordinator Martin Davies
			
021 979 2110, 083 269 5483
			
iti31680@mweb.co.za
Editor & Publications
		
			

Fran Johnson
021 554 1097, 082 733 7258
franjohnson35@hotmail.com

Register Matters		
			
			

Mike Johnson
021 554 1097, 082 733 7258
franjohnson35@hotmail.com

Committee member
without portfolio 		
			

Shirley Roux
021 683 6979, 083 360 7300
shirleyroux@gmail.com

The club has certainly had much sorrow this past
month with the loss of Ralph Clarke and Stewart
Woodcock.

Please note there are a few changes to events in the
Out and About section of this issue.
Last day for submission of articles for the July Breed
is 23rd June.
Drive safely and keep warm.

Fran

Ex-Officio:		
			
Membership Secretary
			
			

Hildegarde Rich
021 903 3426, 082 473 9123
Hildegarde@richpumps.co.za

Regalia			
			
			

Colin Cromhout
021 715 5497, 082 576 6392
colincromhout@gmail.com

Club Historian 		
			
			

Garth Green
021 701 9273, 082 719 6012
headlam@telkomsa.net

Crankhandle Club Liaison
			
			

Robin Rich
021 903 3426, 082 660 3538
robin@richpumps.co.za

MMM Register Captain
			
			
T Register Captain 		
			
			

Vacant

MGA Register Captain
			
			

Pat Coyne
021 785 4933, 072 348 4493
pacman@kingsley.co.za

MGB Register Captain
			
			

Willis Smit
021 554 2230, 083 675 5224
willis.smitoo@gmail.com

Moderns Register Captain
			
			

Ken Smith
021 552 2596, 083 280 8281
gloriana@telkomsa.net

Mike Johnson
021 554 1097, 082 733 7258
franjohnson35@hotmail.com

Our bank details are:
Bank: 			
Standard Bank
Account: 		
MG Car Club – Cape Town Centre
Branch code: 		
036 309
Internet Branch code: 051001
Account number:
271157925
Disclaimer:
Views, comments, opinions, advice or suggestions in this newsletter are
those of the contributors and advertisers and are not necessarily those of
the club or its committee. Availability and condition of items advertised
for sale are not guaranteed by the club or the committee. Whilst every care
is taken in compiling the contents of the newsletter the club, committee
and officials assume no responsibility for any effects arising therefrom.

2

OUT AND ABOUT
JUNE
Saturday
Sunday

4th
19th

Bring & Braai at CHC Clubhouse, Riebeek Street, Wynberg @ 2 - 5pm
Proposed Club run, followed by lunch at Fireman’s Arms to watch F1 Grand
Prix on the big screen - more details to follow later on “google” mail

Thursday

30th

Veteran’s run to SANCCOB - details on page 11

JULY
Tuesday

12th

Thursday

28th

“Christmas in July” - Natter & Noggin at CHC Clubhouse, Riebeek Street
Wynberg @ 7.30pm
Veteran’s run, details in the next issue of The Breed

FROM THE CHAIR
The first thing I need to say is that two of our long term members, Ralph Clarke and Stewart
Woodcock sadly passed on last month.
Ralph Clarke was a stalwart of the MG Car club for many years. He was Vice-President and
Trustee of the MG Car Club Cape Town Centre, as well as National President of the South African
Combined MG Car Club Centres.
Stewart Woodcock had been a member of the MG Car Club since 2005 and was Honorary Secretary
when I joined the Club. Both Ralph and Stewart will be missed by the Club and the committee passes
on their sincere condolences to their families and friends. Obituaries for Ralph and Stewart are in this
issue of The Breed.
Unfortunately I missed the last Natter and will miss the next one due to leave commitments, but we
had such a good response to the April braai that the committee decided to have a braai for the June
meeting. This will replace the normal natter (14th June) and will take place on 4th June at the
Crankhandle Club starting at 14h00.
Finally, we had such a positive response last year to ‘Christmas in July’ that we will repeat it this
year. Please diarise the 12th July for this event at the Crankhandle Club. We will try to make it an
evening to remember. The weather is unusually good at the moment so make the most of your MGs.

Brian
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OBITUARY:

RALPH HENRY CLARKE

1928 - 2016

Ralph was born into a motoring family, his father owned the Rendezvous Garage in Parow and his
two brothers, Magnus and Harold were both MG enthusiasts. In fact at Ralph’s funeral service his
son, Robin, advised us that he couldn’t find a photograph of his father without a car in it. Many MG
outings originated from The Rendezvous Garage including unofficial timed sections up Bain’s Kloof,
years before an ‘official’ MG Car Club was formed.
Initially driving an MG J2 with a 1 250cc supercharged engine, Ralph competed in many
competitive events, hill climbs and races. His fellow competitors of those days reads like a whose
who of post WW2 motor racing in Cape Town including Phillip Costa, Pat Brown, Roy Humphries,
JB Holmes, Don Philp, Hoffie le Roux, Peter Burroughs, Roddie Turner, Keith MacFarlane, Mark
Zoccola, Willie Mostert, Gordon Phillips, Tex Kingon, Harry Pierce, Les Miller, Stanley Reed,
the Hoal brothers etc. Ralph graduated to a P-type (which I think he acquired from Sam Tingle) and
is now owned by Cape Town Centre Honorary Member, Henry Watermeyer in Gauteng.
Ralph graduated as an Engineer from UCT in the 1950s and was involved with the BMC assembly
plant at Blackheath from its onset. He must have been delighted to find that the Managing Director
of the plant was to be George Tuck, who had been on the management of the MG Car Company
from the late 1920s through the hey days of MG, until he joined the forces for WW2. George’s wife
Susan was the daughter of George ”Pops” Propert (aka GP/Gee Pee), the then Works Manager of
MG. George and Susan remained great friends of Ralph and Hilda throughout the years. George
had been involved with the founding of the original MG Car Club in 1930 and both he and Ralph were
involved in the MG Car Club in Cape Town following its formation in 1948 but became disillusioned
with the Club in the late 1960s but both rejoined in the late 1970s. Dennis Billingham was the Club
President for many years until his sudden demise when Ralph took over as President in 1986 but
resigned in 1994 as he felt that another member should have the opportunity but later accepted, the
well deserved honour, of being President of the MG Car Club Combined Southern African Centres.
For many years the MG car Club rejoiced with the Clarke mafia in their midst with Ralph and Hilda,
Harold and Olga, Freda (Hilda’s sister) and Basson van Zyl and Phillip (Hilda’s brother) and Jo
Hitchcock.
Ralph was the Product Development Manager at BMC/ Leykor/Leyland SA and had to manage and
control the increasing local content engineering of the various products over years as Government
requirements increased to 66% by mass which included engines, body panels etc etc for many
models including Mini, Apache, Triumph, Rover (including SD1), Land Rover and over thirty models
of HCV and Buses with local (ADE) engines. (ASTAS and SCG) gearboxes and (ASTAS) rear axles.
Shortly after his wedding to Hilda in 1956, Ralph had a decision to make, whether to buy a lounge
suite or to buy, sight unseen, the ex-Roy Hesketh R-type, single seater MG from Rhodesia. Obviously
the decision was the R-type but on its arrival in a crate from Rhodesia when he saw the bits that he
had bought, he closed up the crate again, there it remained for some 20 years in a case park at
Leyland, Blackheath along with a P-type in a crate that had belonged to a friend who had drowned
whilst swimming.
The P-type was acquired by a Leyland Director who had it rebuilt at Blackheath. I knew about the
R-type and heard that the production guys were going to remove the crate to make way for current
stock so took a truck from our new base at the ex Chrysler plant at Elsies River through to Blackheath
to pick up the crate and take it back to Elsies River.
The chassis and bits were demonstrated on the 1978 Car Show at the Good Hope Centre where
some 170 cars and bikes were on display. Being an ex-Roy Hesketh racing car it was very appropriate
that the R-type should be featured on the logo of the 1982 Indaba to be held in Pietermaritzberg, the
home of the Roy Hesketh racing circuit.
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The R-type was the only true single seater designed by MG, under the control of Chief
Designer H N Charles, of which only ten were built. Car RA 0255 had originally been raced by
Doreen Evans of the famous Evans racing family of the Bellevue garage in London and had
been painted in the Evans colours, pale blue with a white body side stripe and was brought to
South Africa by Roy Hesketh in 1936. So after many, many hours of examining other R-types,
taking measurements etc, Ralph eventually rebuilt the body, chassis and suspension and got
the R-type to the 1982 Indaba but without an engine, as he had not been able to source all
the components for the engine or the supercharger. The car was a sensation.
Back home again Ralph did not stop and eventually over the ensuing years managed to
procure the missing parts to get the car running. In 1986 Ralph took the R-type to the
Johannesburg Indaba, where he drove it through the city streets to Gold Reef City (and
managed to get lost en route). Ralph drove the R along a remaining portion of the
Grosvenor Grand Prix racing track at Pollsmoor to deliver commerative envelopes depicting
the initial running of the Grand Prix of 1937 to join Hoodoo the 1931 C-type Midget and
several drivers who had participated in the Grand Prix, alongwith many members of the Cape
Town Centre.
In 1988, at the Cape Town, Kimber Centenary Indaba, the ex-MG Competition Department
mechanic, Henry Stone, drove the R-type round Killarney with obvious enjoyment and
reminisced about the car with Ralph. Many years later the R-type featured on the adverts for
the Cape Town 1998, 50th Jubilee Indaba, with the caption “Get your Rs to Cape Town!”
Whilst on an outing driving the Crankhandle Club’s 1902 Wolseley to the month-end venue
at Constantia Nek, I was stopped by an elderly gentleman who was very interested in the
Wolseley. After chatting for a while he mentioned that he had ground to a halt some years
before whilst modifying a pre-war N-type MG to post war Morris Isis independent front
suspension, amazingly modified bodywork and a proliferation of self-made stainless steel
components. After looking at the car I realized that there was only one person who could
complete such a daunting project, so into the picture came Ralph and the outcome was his
magnificent N-type special.
Over the years Ralph has owned several MGs but still kept his black rubber bumper MGB
(recently bought by Roger Lewis), his PB and the N-type. Ralph was over the years an expert
on pre-selector gearboxes and pre-war OHC MG engines, he had recently been assisting his
son Robin, who races a ZB Magnette, in the rebuild of an MGA Twin Cam and an Ariel Square
Four motor cycle. He also had restored/renovated a 1912 Austin, a 1926 Austin Seven (Jane)
and several other cars and motor bikes.
In the latter part of the 20th century after Leyland SA and Leyland UK, Ralph returned to
UCT where he studied for and completed his Masters and took up a position involving
energy research.
Ralph was a GIANT in the South African (and international) Motor Industry, the MG and MG
Car Club world and the Car Restoration.
To Hilda, Robin, Ann and their families we offer our sincere condolences.
Brian Hogg
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A MEMORY OF THE LATE RALPH CLARKE
Anyone passionate about MG will not have escaped being touched by Ralph, his passion and
dedication for so many cannot be given justice by my words, all I can attempt to do is share
some of my anecdotes.
Many of us shared the garage meetings at Ralph’s home during the years he spent building
the R-type. The R-type was eventually completed and Ralph would take it out for high days
and show days, but little real driving of the car.
An event was to be held at the famous East London Grand Prix circuit and the R-type was to
be centre stage at the event. How and why I cannot recall but I landed up with the R-type on
the back of my then Range Rover and together we were off to East London. The R-type was
presented on display, however, when it came to driving it on the track there were all sorts of
reasons why it could not be driven.
One of the reasons was that the pedals were not right. Not appreciating the detail of the
problem together with a fair bucket load of enthusiasm and probably a large measure of
audacity, I woke early the next morning to get to the track with a bag of borrowed spanners.
Sometime later Ralph arrived to find, to his horror a pair of legs, mine, extending from under
the R-type. Ralph at the time was not pleased but when I detailed what I had done and
Ralph tried it out, I was forgiven. Ralph got to drive the car on the track so all was well, until
it came time to get the R-type back to where we were staying.
What the locals wanted was for the R-type to be driven through the streets of East London
with a police escort, fantastic, but Ralph was not keen. Instead he offered me the drive,
which for a split second I considered turning down, however I had to hand over the keys of
my Range Rover to Ralph so he could follow with the rig.
The drive at first was a mixture of sheer joy and great apprehension, I had hardly sat in the
car, let alone driven it and now in the failing light of the late afternoon I was to drive from
the far side of East London to the other.
Ralph gave me instructions on what was what and what to keep an eye on. We exited the
track and climbed the hill to the main road through town, blue flashing lights of the pathfinder
in front. Regular traffic on reaching the main road was stopped and the R-type was
presented with an open carriageway into town, the pedals and gears all came into mesh
and the R-type started to whine in delight, besides my own nerves the only problem being
the sluggish escort in front, which I am sure Ralph was more than happy about. Ralph got
my Range Rover back to our digs safe and sound, much to my relief, it only dawned on me
later the trust Ralph had bestowed on me with the R-type.
Fast forward to what was the third running of the Knysna Hillclimb, Hedgehog’s second
year of participation. Ralph was there sharing his support and offering his ear to what I
considered to be a well prepared Hedgehog. For that event I had prepared a set of larger
SU carburettors thinking this was going to give some extra grunt up the hill. Hedgehog ran
well till the end of my second run. A valve had dropped, making quite a mess of the engine.
That afternoon, which extended into the evening, there was Ralph along with the rest of the
cobbled team, in a garage in town fettling what can only be described as a makeshift fix to
get Hedgehog running for the next day.
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Caution was to be order of the day, one run is as much as you can expect I was told, I am
a good listener as many of you fail to appreciate. The first gentle run broke the previous
day’s record, the second even better and third even more so. No trophies were won for the
times, but Hedgehog was awarded a very special spirit of the Hill award. Very special indeed,
especially having Ralph as your stand-in engine builder and pit support. On return to Cape
Town Hedgehog’s engine was stripped, machined, new parts purchased and fully balanced,
ready for final assembly. Ralph had offered his help, so the day arrived and there in my garage
was Dr P (Joan Parker), Ralph complete with white overall and Brian Hogg complete with a
cork screw, not for the engine but for his red wine. Brian got to use a stool whilst the rest of the
team set to work.
The engine went together well with Ralph sharing details of bearing nip, the use of a small
hammer just to ease in the initial bottom end alignments and before the wine was consumed a
well assembled engine was ready for installation. Joan and I having appreciated the Master at
work whilst Brian savoured his wine and kept watch on proceedings.
During the latter half of last year Ralph appreciative of the fact that he needed to accept the
realisation of moving to a retirement facility he undertook to scale back his MG endeavours, as
well as accepting that he had to part with at least one of his MGs.
He reluctantly put out the word that his 1980 MGB was for sale, this was shared with me and
after some negotiation Ralph agreed that I could take over ownership. The car, as I am sure we
would expect from Ralph, was in a very original condition, but not without needing a few minor
details to be sorted out, which I duly set about doing. There were some niggles that Ralph was
not totally happy about, but he shared these with me and I set about resolving them, which for
both of us was one of those simple things that gets overlooked.
Once the B’s details were completed, an afternoon tea was booked and together with Andrea
we set off to share an afternoon at the retirement village to which Ralph and Hilda had moved.
Ralph came to do an inspection and after tea we took the car out for a test drive. Ralph was not
feeling very confident on his feet but he climbed in the car happily, I drove and then we swopped
over. Ralph may not have been steady on his feet but once he got behind the wheel of his B he
was off like a shot. Ralph didn’t hold back, the rev counter was proven to be fully functional and
the gear changes were crisp. He assured me he knew where the cameras were so no need to
worry, I was just hanging on.
He was impressed with what I had done and shared he was happy that the car had indeed
gone to the right home. I shared with Ralph that we are but custodians and when he was ready
for another spin or fancied an outing, the B was available, which I think made him all the more
happy.
Sadly that was the last time I was able to share time with Ralph.
Thank you Ralph!
Roger Lewis
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OBITUARY:

STEWART WOODCOCK 1951 - 2016

Stewart Woodcock was born on 10th June, 1951. He saw active service during what was
then Southern Rhodesia in the BSAP under the government of Ian Smith. It followed
naturally that he was a member of the Police Association (Timour Hall). He had a clock and
watch repair shop in the Golden Acre for a number of years and many Car Club members
made use of his expertise.
When Stewart joined The Crankhandle Club he owned a red MGB GT which needed much
TLC.
He joined the MG Car Club in April 2005. When he first saw ‘Burgundy’ he said “She’s mine!”
and in March 2006 he bought ‘Burgundy’. The GT is to this day one of the prettiest GTs in
Cape Town. This is also the worldly possession he hung onto until the end.
His health problems started some years ago when he had a motorcycle accident and it took
many months for his right foot to heal. Not long after this, he was diagnosed with cancer.
Stewart fought a brave battle but the final count came on 11th May 2016. During the time of
his illness he put on a brave face and always had a smile or laughter and never complained.
Our sincere condolences go to Karen, his son Brendan, daughter Lara and her twin
daughters. Stewart was particularly proud of the twins Sienna and Isla.
Rest in peace Stewart from all your MotorinG friends.
Robin Rich

Stewart with his pride and joy “Burgundy”
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VETERAN’S RUN TO OHIO ALPACA FARM

Brian Aslett

April’s run to the Alpaca farm in Noordhoek started at the Constantia Shopping centre in
lovely sunshine. All the weather forecasts predicted rain only much later in the day, so most
cars had their hoods down. We set off, some over Ou Kaapse Weg, some over Chapman’s
Peak as the clouds rolled in. Fine rain started and most of us had our hoods up by the time
we reached Noordhoek – the exceptions being Gavin and Esilene Kemp who continued to
drive the whole day with just the tonneau cover. Very brave!
Some members met us at the farm and 33 started the tour. Our hostess Lorna Ramsden
was excellent and my knowledge of Alpacas went from nil to quite a lot. In brief, they are
domesticated animals derived from wild vicuña and are bred in the high Andes for their wool
and meat. They are very easy going and quite attractive:

In the hour presentation we learned everything about them, from breeding to teeth problems
and a much more. The fleece is highly valued because it is warmer and softer than sheep’s
wool and is hypoallergenic. The fleece is processed at a factory and farm in Wellington and
for those interested, you can contact Stephen Nessworthy, email: stephen@quenti.co.za
After a tour of the farm we then drove off to the Simonstown Golf Club, where there was no
rain in sight. The members enjoyed an excellent lunch looking over False Bay.
All in all an excellent outing and our thanks go to Vernon and Sue Terrapon for organising it
and to Martin Davies for stepping in at the last minute when Vernon was hospitalised.
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SOCIAL NEWS
JUNE BIRTHDAYS

1
6
10
13
16
18
25
26
27
29
30

Tinus de Jongh
Rosalie Plows, Roger Tipping
Andre Swanepoel
June Grace
Roger Bagshaw
Tony Greenwood
Les Wilson, Christa Andrag
Robin Rich
Danie Marnewick
Alister Colquhoun, Joe Loedolff
Philip Roux

Happy Birthday to you all!
					

***************

New members

#1331 Mike and Julia Hoare, Strand 021 852 5810 / 060 981 8034 (1981 MGB GT)
#1332 Thomas de Moyencourt, Tamboerskloof 083 297 9596 (MGB Roadster)
					

***************

New address

Philip & Jo Hitchcock, 4 Trouville, Rochefort Retirement Village, Pinehurst, Durbanville 7550
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VETERAN’S RUN TO SANCCOB (30th June)
Please meet at the parking area at Milnerton Lighthouse, Woodbridge Island at 10h00 for
10h30.
Leaving the parking area turn left onto Marine Drive.
You will pass the Rietvlei on the right.
Keep going straight - it is now called the West Coast Road R27.
At about 7.5km turn right at the traffic light onto Blaauwberg Road M14.
Keep in right lane.
Then ~200m later turn right into Pentz Drive (sign for SANCCOB on the left side of road).
At about 8.8 km on a bend you will see the parking area for SANCCOB on your right.
The tour takes about an hour at R20 for group members - please bring the exact amount if
possible. There are very few steps at SANCCOB.
SANCCOB is a hospital and rehabilitation centre for sick seabirds, particularly the
endangered African Penguins. It is like a small human hospital, with several departments
like admissions, incubators and outside pens for recovering birds.
Please look at www.sanccob.co.za for more information.
After leaving SANCCOB, turn left on Pentz drive and return to Blaauwberg Road M14.
Turn left.
Keep going across the R27 intersection and a few more traffic lights until you reach
a roundabout at the seafront (11.1 km) and then turn right onto Otto du Plessis Drive (M14).
At ~14km turn left on Sir David Baird Drive and about 0.4 km later turn left on Popham Street.
You will soon see the Blue Peter Hotel on the right.
Behind the hotel there is plenty of parking and we will be having lunch at the Lower Deck
restaurant which has both inside and outside seating, so where we sit will depend on the
weather. One can access the restaurant without steps.
Lunch is from about R60 upwards and to view the full menu with wine list please go to:
www.zomato.com/capetown/the-blue-peter-blouberg/menu
Plan B: If it is pouring with rain SANCCOB will not be able to take us. Then we should
simply meet for lunch at the Lower Deck, Blue Peter Hotel at about12h15.
To book please contact:
Ian & Hettie Glass (glass.ian@gmail.com) 072 545 1887 / 021 794 3023
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
I have just learned of the news about Ralph Clarke and I would like to extend condolences to
Cape Town Centre members and Hilda on this sad loss. Ralph will always be an icon in the
MGCC – he has many successes to his name.
From all the Members of MGCC Port Elizabeth Centre.
Kind regards,
Robin Dunstan Honorary Life President
MGCC Port Elizabeth Centre
					

***************

It is with great sadness that I advise, Mr Carburettor, Jack Cramp passed away on 25th May.
A sad loss to the motoring fraternity.
Regards,
Pat Coyne

FOR SALE
MGB GT (1967) Silver colour, spoke wheels, excellent condition inside and outside, lots of
new fittings and rubber parts. New wiring loom, new tyres, engine overhauled 2000 miles
ago. Asking price R 140,000 Contact: Dieter Reck 021 8524277 / 083 233 8437
MG TF160 (2003) Engine rebuilt with updated gasket/stiffer oilrail. New cylinders, belt, water
pump, tyres, etc. Gunmetal grey, black leather. Car in excellent condition, runs very well.
Bargain at first R80,000 Contact: Brian Crawford 082 783 6921

					

***************

WANTED
Windscreen for 1974 MGB Roadster. Contact: Richard Ratcliffe
email: margo@privateclient.co.za
MGA or MGB (chrome bumper) wanted for restoration project.
Contact: Wayne Chaitman 082 497 2312 email: wchaitman@gmailcom
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