
MG Car Club, Cape Town Centre, Suite 276, Private Bag x16 Constantia 7848

www.mgcc-ct.co.za

1

    Issue 2019/9                                                   SEPTEMBER 2019



 CONTACT DETAILS              EDITOR’S CORNER
CLUB OFFICIALS         2019-2020

President   Joan Parker
   021 671 8379 / 082 214 7561
   joanrparker@gmail.com

 
Trustees    Robin Rich
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Committee 

Chairman   Mike Johnson
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Honorary Treasurer   Brian Aslett
   021 671 9250 / 083 267 3742
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Social & Events   Martin Davies
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   mgtddavies@gmail.com

Editor & Publications  Fran Johnson
   021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
   franjohnson35@hotmail.com

Membership Secretary Shirley Roux
    021 683 6979 / 083 360 7300
   shirleyroux@gmail.com

Register Secretary   Neville Wyness
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   nwyness@mweb.co.za

Member without portfolio         Geoff Ballantyne
   021 531 4849 /
                                              geofferyballantyne@gmail.com
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   colincromhout@gmail.com

Club Historian   Vacant

Crankhandle Club Liaison  Martin Davies
   021 712 0762 / 083 269 5483
   mgtddavies@gmail.com

     
 
   

Every year the ‘Penman Trophy’ is awarded to a member
who submits an interesting MG related or personal MG
story.   Every year you hear my constant nagging regarding
this!  If you would like to see your name on the trophy feel 
free to email your particular story to:
franjohnson35@hotmail.com   
As mentioned before this is your newsletter - it certainly
requires your valuable input to keep me busy in this corner.

Once again there are a few changes to ‘Out & About’. 
Check the details and you won’t miss out on these events. 
Be reminded Heritage Day, 24th September will replace 
the usual Thursday, Veterans’ run.  (pg.5)
Hazel Walton hosted a fantastic event last year and after 
many requests for a repeat run to Stellenbosch Airfield
.....it’s all systems GO!  Let’s support this great initiative 
organised by Hazel and enjoy a very pleasant day out.

After reading Dieter’s article on pg.6 I am not sure if I’m 
still speaking to him!

All articles for the October issue of this newsletter are due 
in by 23rd September.

Fran

Dates to diarise:
Hermanus Wheels Car Show                       21st September
Prince Alfred Hamlet Kuns & Kultuurfees    26th October
Killarney Car Show                       27th October

Front page:                                       
Classics in the sun at Franschhoek Motor Museum
Photos:  Philip Roux   

Our bank details:

Bank:       Standard Bank
Account:      MG Car Club – Cape Town Centre
Branch code:      036 309
Internet Branch code: 051001
Account number:     271157925

Disclaimer:
Views, comments, opinions, advice or suggestions in this newsletter are 
those of the contributors and advertisers and are not necessarily those of 
the club or its committee. Availability and condition of items advertised 
for sale are not guaranteed by the club or the committee. Whilst every care 
is taken in compiling the contents of the newsletter the club, committee 
and officials assume no responsibility for any effects arising therefrom.
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    FROM THE CHAIR 
                         
  

   
   Judging by the recent pleasant Cape Town weather, it would appear spring is being by-passed 
   with a rush into summer.  Even the usual autumn lilies have hardly had a showing being lost 
   in a sea of daisies.  Enough of a flora lesson, however it does tell one that it is time to prepare 
   our beauties for country driving.  

   At the same time U.K. MG owners are pondering the complexities of stowing their winter 
   weather gear for topless motoring during the recent heatwave.  Why bother?  -  it will be 
   raining again next week!  Here in S.A. while still remaining water conscious, hopefully we will 
   be able to wash our cars in the normal manner and not with the use of an eye-dropper.

Friday, 23rd August saw an abundance of law enforcement vehicles on the road, so much so in
fact there was hardly a taxi to be seen, what bliss!  On approaching a roadblock a tall, elegant 
traffic officer suddenly stepped into the road to wave us to the side.  Once we had stopped, he 
stood beside the MG and with a broad smile on his face said:  “I just had to have a look at this 
old car”.  He was so absorbed with the car he never checked all the usual items.  Good to know 
an MG can attract the interest of traffic police because of it’s looks. 

On the committee front we are preparing for the usual busy post-winter activities through to the
year end and beyond.  MG Club centres around South Africa are affiliated to SAMCA 
(S.A. Motor Club Association) through the MG National body.  Recently SAMCA proposed the 
creation of a new, general website platform incoporating all the associate clubs. This proposal, 
would have resulted in added costs of an unknown amount to members and was thus rejected 
outright by all the MG Club centres.  The Cape Town Centre has in view of many, a more than
adequate website created and continually updated by Philip Roux at no cost to our membership.

Please remember this is your club and feel free to voice your opinions, suggestions as well as
ideas.  Send in a letter to the Editor - it will keep her out of my garage!

Last thought:  
Do not make a fool of yourself by arguing with those who know more than you - and 
do not argue with those who know less than you, because the blighters are probably
picking your brains.     

   
   Mike             
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 OUT AND ABOUT                        
  

 
SEPTEMBER
Saturday

Sunday

Tuesday

OCTOBER
Tuesday

Sunday

Thursday

  
     7th
  
   
   15th

   24th

  
     8th

 
    ??
      
   31st

Bring & Braai Natter at Crankhandle Clubhouse, Riebeek Str. Wynberg 
between 2-5pm   

Amazing Race (Club run) - details below

Heritage Day Run to Stellenbosch Airfield (replaces Veterans’ run) - pg.5

Natter & Noggin at Crankhandle Clubhouse, Riebeek Str. Wynberg @ 
7.30pm

Club run - to be confirmed at a later date

Veterans’ run -  details to be advised

The Amazing Race   -   Sunday, 15th September 

Once again, we are planning a day of fun and adventure.  Each of the past two Amazing Race 
events have been popular and this year we aim to challenge you once again.  We have a route 
of approximately 120km and have invented some new rules to make this year’s race even more 
fun than before.  If you are keen to participate in this adventurous event please put your name 
on the list and join us for a fun day out. 

Meet at the Engen 1-Stop (Winelands) North on the N1 at 09h30 to depart at 10h00. 
On departure you will receive your first instruction.  A navigator is strongly recommended, 
please bring along a clipboard and pen.  If all goes as planned, we should arrive at our mystery
destination for lunch, just after 12h00. 

You can enter at the September Natter (Saturday 7th), or contact Philip or Shirley Roux before
Wednesday,11th September.  083 360 7300 or email: shirleyroux@gmail.com

(Please note that the Cape Town Marathon takes place on the same day.  While we will keep well 
clear of the marachan route, please be aware that you could be delayed on your route to the start.    
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    SOCIAL NEWS 
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  Club Regalia
   Colin Cromhout handles the Club regalia, should you wish to purchase any Club merchandise
   please contact him on:   082 576 6392  or email:  colincromhout@gmail.com 

   
  2019 Clubman Points   (current status) 

   Sue Jones  29  Theo van der Hoek 21   Rosa Ballyntyne      20
   Colin Cromhout 20  Dieter Reck  18   Pat Coyne  17
   Roger Manton 17  Angela Manton 17   Carol Cromhout  16
   Stuart Leach  16  Loraine Reck  16

   
  SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

    4- Frenske Aslett      5- Ian Glass 
    6- Paul Willcox      9- Eric Detering
  11- Neville Wyness     13- Jenny Armstrong,    Hybré Lombard
  14- Shirley van der Hoek   15- Joan Stokes,   Richard Ratcliffe
  17- Noel Oberem    18- Viv James,   David Knott   Lionel Baird
  19- John Perkins    21- Douglas Wilson,   Roger Lawrence 
  22- John van Rooyen   26- Bokkie Markus,   Adel Visser,    Eugen Kohler
  28- Brian Dallimore,  Brian Crawford  30- Celia Baylis,   Michiel Visser,   Stella Elliott 
   
     * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

  HERITAGE DAY RUN TO STELLENBOSCH AIRFIELD  - Tuesday, 24th Sept.

Instead of the usual Veterans’ Run taking place on the last Thursday in September, this 
has been changed to Tuesday, 24th September (Heritage Day).  
Hazel Walton of Starstruck Autos has kindly sent out the below invitation for car club 
members and classic car enthusiasts to join and support her annual event.

My annual inter-club Heritage Day event is in its 5th year. 
This event will again support ROAR (rural animal sterilisation program). 
Classic car club members and individual classic car enthusiasts please meet at the car park
in Nuttall Street, Observatory from 9am to depart for Stellenbosch Airfield at 10am.  
Early morning refreshments will be available from ‘Touch of Madness’.

Bring your own braai meat / veggie burgers, eating utensils, chairs and umbrellas.
Salads will be provided at R60p.p. (this includes a R20 donation to ROAR) 
ALL beverages (alcoholic and non-alcoholic) are to be bought from the reasonably priced 
clubhouse bar.  Live music.  
Thanks as always for your support and passion.
Please RSVP to Hazel Walton 084 6031 584 email: starstruckautos@gmail.com

        



    MG TC                         
  

The last, model year was 1949 and in the mind of TC fans MG has simply not built a car since.
True, officially there was the MG TD from 1950 through to 1953, but TC buffs considered that it 
had the charm of a hair curler.

The 1954 -1955 MG TF (does anybody know what happened to the TE?) was grudgingly 
acknowledged as ‘a step back in the right direction’.   However, the streamlined MGA and more 
recent MGB and MGC, thought infinitely superior functionally and mechanically, simply gave 
strength to the unyielding TC fans and their argument: 

                        “MG has not built a car since!”

They can build a fairly strong case too:  Perfectly restored TCs command more hard cash than
a dealer does for a showroom fresh MG that is more comfortable, more powerful and even has 
roll-up windows. 

The argument that the stock TC had a runty, little power plant (1240cc / 54hp) by today’s 
standards does not impress TC people.  Nor will the fact that theTC rides like a donkey-cart and 
has all the creature comforts of a surfboard. 

In response, the TC maniac will simply shrug in the direction of the TC’s graceful, still beautiful
design with its sweeping front fender lines, spidery 19-inch wheels and rakish cut-down doors.

(Text with the compliments of a Plastic Model Kit Cover - but speaking straight from my heart).

                                                                                                                       -  Dieter Reck
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   PAST EVENTS         

    
   
  

  VETERANS’ RUN TO LE POMMIER RESTAURANT IN JULY

I am given to understand that members of the armed forces are advised to never volunteer for 
anything! 
We volunteered to organise an extra MG Veterans’ Run as nothing had been organised for
July.  We thought, as we had two or three options in mind it would not be a problem.  

First option was the Russian Tea tasting ceremony at Hazendal.  We made enquiries and they 
would be delighted to host the MG Club but would be closed in July for winter maintenance.  

Next option was the N.S.R.I in Melkbosstrand however, John & Eileen Perkins claimed first 
option as they had already arranged that venue for August.  

The third option was the Giraffe House at Klapmuts which is an animal sanctuary, but being 
an open air venue was a bit of a risk in the middle of winter.  So it proved, as heavy rain two 
days beforehand made the pathways slippery and dangerous and it was temporarily closed.  
Also we had arranged lunch at a restaurant on a wine estate in Paarl where we had a good 
experience with another group in the past.  However, there was a bit of ‘resistance’ at the 
natter & noggin to the menu offered so we changed to another venue for lunch. 

In the end we had a 30-45 minute run to Le Pommier Restaurant on the Helshoogte Road
between Stellenbosch and Franschhoek, where we had a pre-booked lunch.  Le Pommier
is always a reliable venue, friendly, good food, reasonable prices, wine tasting if required 
and they are experienced in accommodating groups.

The run was attended by 19 members + 1 guest: 1xTD  3xB  4xTF160 1x MG3 & 2 plastics.

                                                                                                 - John & Brenda Bulman  
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    CLUB VISIT TO FRANSCHHOEK MOTOR MUSEUM
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  After much preparation and communication a run to the Franschhoek Motor Museum was
  arranged for Sunday, 18th August.  We met at the Winelands Engen one-stop in glorious,
  pre-organised, spring weather (thanks Fran) and proceeded to the venue where other 
  members joined the event.  

  Unfortunately cars were not permitted to park on the lawns because of possible damage to
  the soggy turf (as well as the cars getting stuck).  Instead, parking was very kindly arranged 
  on the paved quadrant in front of the display halls.  The cars in the display halls are indeed 
  a magnificent collection covering a large variety of classics over the years.  Without a doubt
  the excellent lighting within the halls certainly enhanced the gleaming cars.  MGs not seen 
  there before were a 54TF, J2 and MGA - all of these causing bouts of envy amongst the MG 
  members.

  Our impressive 21 MG line-up outside the halls showed a range of models from TC to 
  moderns.  Knowing the ‘marking their spot’ tendency of XPAG engines a few of us slipped
  our portable, cardboard paving protectors into place under the engines.  In some cases the 
  cardboard appeared unable to cope and a few oil spots were detected once we left the area. 

  The Model A Ford club were also in attendance that day and had an interesting variety of 
  Model As from sedans, tourers and pick-ups, all well restored and preserved.
                   -Mike Johnson

            
 
  Photos:  Philip Roux

         

          

   
               
 

                                                                  



      LETTERS               
  
                   
    

   

  
    
   
          
   

    

 
    Dear Fran
    
    It was an absolute pleasure to have hosted the MG Car Club again and glad to hear 
    you enjoyed your day out to the museum.
    It is always a special opportunity to see people enjoy their cars and showcase their 
    beauties to the world.
    
    We look forward to your next visit.  Many thanks. 
    
    Kind regards, 
    Magdaleen Wepener  /  Snr Front of House Manager
    FRANSCHHOEK MOTOR MUSEUM, SOUTH AFRICA

     * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
  
   Dear Fran,
     
   I handed the books and the money you collected to Tears yesterday and today 
   received the below note of thanks.  Again, many thanks for offering them to the 
   MG Car Club members first.
 
   Warm regards,  
   Moira

    To dear Moira,     
    Thank you so much for the wonderful
    collection of motoring books that you
    have donated to TEARS - they will be
    placed for sale in our bookshop and
    will most certainly pique the interest 
    of many car enthusiasts.
    We also received R130 for a sale that
     you had made.  
     Thank you for caring.
   
                      T E A R S
            The Emma Animal Rescue Society  
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    Invitation:- 
    Whales ‘n Wheels Classic Car Show Hermanus -   21st September 2019

    

    On Saturday 21st September 2019 the Whales ‘n Wheels Car Show will once again take place
     at the Primary School in Hermanus.  Please note that this will be our 21st W&W.  To book your 
     site please let us have the approximate numbers not later than 9th September to assist us in 
     our planning.  Numbers are essential, as in case of heavy rain prior to the show, we will have
     to move to firmer ground with less space.  As in the past no registration prior to the show is 
     necessary, however please book your numbers.  
     Free entry on arrival for participants with one passenger.  A small, but voluntary donation to 
     cover expenses will be welcome at the registration tent.
     Please endeavour to bring out your beautiful cars. 
     
     NB: This year our car show will not coincide with the Whale Festival as it will be held as usual 
             on the first weekend of the school holiday.  Please note that this is also a long weekend. 
            The Whale Festival will be held on the last weekend of the school holidays 27/28 Sept.
     Contact:  Piet Haumann 072 488 5741 / 028 316 2418 email: haumannonrus@gmail.com                                                                                                         
                     or Percy  083 270 9306
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
      
     Invitation:-
      Prince Alfred Hamlet Classic Car Show  -   26th October 2019 

                             
   

     

      

            
                     Contact:  Danie Marnewick - classiccarslangebaan@mylan.co.za
                                  or   Liesbet  -  info@hkkf.co.za
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   FOR SALE     
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    MG-TD used parts:    XPAG engine;     L & RH doors;     rear mudguards; 
    5 unpunched wheel rims;     plus many other parts. 
    
    2 x TB  /  1 x TC gearbox complete with bellhousing and gear lever extension.
    Contact:   Mike Johnson 021 554 1097  / 082 733 7258  (member)

    

    1967 MGB GT  
    List of parts (job lot) on offer:  
    New parts:   Ignition points & condenser (Echlin);   oil filter cartridge;   tappet cover and 
    manifold gaskets;  radiator hoses (top & bottom);  clutch hydraulic hose;   fuel hose; 
    heater hose;   generator  brushes;   fan belt (generator car);   accelerator spring; 
    odd gaskets;   odd engine seals.
 
  Used - good spares:     Thermostat & housing;   radiator cap;   condensers

  Other spares:   Boot lid stay arms (1 good /1 needs spring);   racing mirror;   grease gun; 
  wire wheel spanner.  
  Contact:   Tony Yeandle  (non-member) 021 712 7120
        

  
   

  These advertisements are placed for the benefit of MG Club members. 
  The MG Club has no involvement in these advertisements and does not warranty 
       the accuracy or content of the items listed.

        
       
                  

               

      

               


