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Come along on Tuesday 9th to sample Dieter & Loraine’s
famous gluhwein followed by delicious mince pies - the
perfect recipe for MG camaraderie! Shake off the winter
blues and join in the jovial spirit of the evening.
Deon Rousseau from MG Port Elizabeth Centre has sent
in an interesting technical article on pg.7
Make a note of the forthcoming events on pg.4 which will
keep you driving your MGs during July and August. The
Indaba Committee have a special request for you all on
pg.4.
Many fond tributes have been paid to the late Bill ten Oever,
however this editorial would be incomplete if I did not
acknowledge the encouragement Bill gave me when I first
took on the role as Editor of The Breed, in 2015. He was
a great supporter and gave me a boost when I needed it
most. Thank you Bill, I shall miss your affable personality.
All articles for the August issue of this newsletter are due
in by 23rd July.

Fran

Front page MGB owners:
Top:
Tony Bruton
Bottom: Roger Manton

- photo Tony Bruton
- photo Philip Roux

Our bank details:

Ex-Officio:		
Regalia			
			
			

Colin Cromhout
021 715 5497 / 082 576 6392
colincromhout@gmail.com

Club Historian 		

Vacant

Crankhandle Club Liaison
			
			

Martin Davies
021 712 0762 / 083 269 5483
mgtddavies@gmail.com

					
			

Time to haul out your Christmas attire for the annual MG
‘Christmas in July’ Natter organised by Brian & Frenske.

Bank: 			
Standard Bank
Account: 		
MG Car Club – Cape Town Centre
Branch code: 		
036 309
Internet Branch code: 051001
Account number:
271157925
Disclaimer:

Views, comments, opinions, advice or suggestions in this newsletter are
those of the contributors and advertisers and are not necessarily those of
the club or its committee. Availability and condition of items advertised
for sale are not guaranteed by the club or the committee. Whilst every care
is taken in compiling the contents of the newsletter the club, committee
and officials assume no responsibility for any effects arising therefrom.
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FROM THE CHAIR
.
To begin on a sad note, Bill ten Oever a long-standing club member passed away in June.
Bill was the epitome of the perfect gentleman and a true MG enthusiast, particularly of the
pre-war Triple M models. He will indeed be sorely missed.
We all know about the threat of global warming, however from the icy mornings over the past
few weeks one has to wonder how the word ‘warming’ applies. Whilst we sit and shiver many
people in Europe at this moment will honestly believe in global warming! Despite the absence
of much-needed rain, the recent extremely cool days have not been conducive to top-down
motoring. Our TD has been snugly tucked away for most of this month whilst we go about
heavily clad against the chill, looking more like Michelin men. Perhaps it is an age thing.
A few of our keen, competitive members once again participated in the annual Milligans rally
and by all accounts enjoyed the event. Whilst not an MG event this rally around country roads
in the Port Elizabeth vicinity celebrated it’s 50th anniversary and is always well attended by
classic car enthusiasts.
On the committee front, regrettably Colin Cromhout decided to leave the committee but will
retain the Regalia portfolio which he has so competently been handling. There is now an
opportunity for a willing member to fulfil a role on the committee, thereby contributing to the
running of the club. Please do not start a stampede to get your name on the short list –
simply stand in line in an orderly fashion!
Events & Social Secretary, Martin Davies will be away on holiday until early September and
Fran has very kindly offered to stand in for him during this period. Any queries regarding
Veterans’ Runs or Club events please contact Fran, email: franjohnson35@hotmail.com
The 2020 Indaba is only 14 months away and there is still space available, please consider
booking for this event. The Indaba committee are hard at work preparing for this gathering of
MGs from all around the country and overseas. Please give them your support.
Now be a true MG enthusiast - drop the hood and brave the winter chill!

Mike
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OUT AND ABOUT

			

JULY
Tuesday

9th

Xmas in July Natter & Noggin at Crankhandle Clubhouse Riebeek Street
Wynberg @ 19.30 - hosted by Brian, Frenske

Sunday

14th

Club run to the Firemans’ Arms for lunch and to view the British Grand Prix
on the big screen

Thursday

25th

Veterans’ run to the Giraffe House - details on pg.5

Tuesday

13th

Natter & Noggin at Crankhandle Clubhouse Riebeek Street Wynberg@19.30

Sunday

18th

Club run to The Franschhoek Motor Museum - details to follow

Thursday

29th

Veterans’ run to N.S.R.I in Melkbos - organisers John & Eileen Perkins details to follow

AUGUST

		

REQUEST FROM THE INDABA COMMITTEE

				

As you are aware the Cape Town Centre are hosting the 2020 National Indaba in Oudtshoorn in
September next year. The committee is hard at work organising this event and to make sure it will
be one of the best, we need your help. If any member is able to offer any kind of sponsorship, big
or small, or has a contact where sponsorship could be obtained, please let the committee know.
We require sponsors for a wide variety of items - banners, signage, stickers, badges / lanyards,
transportation, goodie bags, plus any items to fill the goodie bags; bottled water, magazines, car
products, prizes/gifts (big or small), wine, etc.
We urge you as members of the Cape Town Centre to let the committee know if you can help in
any way. Please email indaba2020@gmail.com to let us know.
Many thanks, Indaba Committee

4

SOCIAL NEWS
		
Condolences
We recently heard that MG member, Alister Colquhoun sadly passed away on 9th April.
Alister joined the MG Club in 1999.
The Committee and members of the MG Club wish to convey their condolences to his family.
Long-time member Bill ten Oever sadly passed away on 14th June. Bill and Lucille joined the
MG Club in 1983 and until recently have been very active members.
The Committee and members of the Club wish to convey their condolences to his beloved wife
Lucille, son Geoff, daughters Shirley and Sharon and their families at this sad time.
					
				

***************

JULY Birthdays
3- Mike Kahn
			
7- John Taylor, Matthew Sleight		
11- Carol Cromhout
21- Vernon Terrapon 		
25- Tracy-Ann Craig, Pat Oberem
31- Dinky Braun, Chris Nel 		
					

5- John Elliott
9- Nico Montauban
16- Roy Zazeraj, Gary Shaw, Marylyn Hodkinson
22- Mike Plows
30- Richard Grinstead

***************

				

Veterans’ run to The Giraffe House & Blacksmith’s Kitchen - 25th July

Members to meet at the N1 Winelands 1-stop at 10.00am to leave by 10.30am.
The Giraffe House, similar to Butterfly World we visited recently, is mostly an animal sanctuary
containing reptiles and mammals although they do have four Giraffe. We will have a guided tour of
30 – 40 minutes – entry fee R35 pp.
Directions: Exit 39 (R304) from the N1 and turn right direction Stellenbosch then 1st left onto the
R101 (Paarl). The Giraffe House is a short distance on the right.
Lunch will be at the Blacksmith’s Kitchen on Pearl Mountain Wine Estate.
Directions: Turn right from the Giraffe House and travel along the R101, turn left at the 1st set
of robots and drive under the N1. Keep driving straight on the R44 for approx. 18 km and shortly
after passing Windmeul Winery turn right at sign indicating Windmeul/Paarl (also Ridgeback Wines).
Drive approx. 7km straight into the Northern suburbs of Paarl and turn right at 3rd set of robots
(including the pedestrian robots), the Spar will be on your left. Drive up the hill and turn right into
Pearl Mountain Wine Estate to the Blacksmith’s Kitchen.
Menu - Welcome drink
a) Lamb burger, tomato relish & chips or b) Mushroom risotto & salad
or
c) Chicken Penne Pasta
or d) Pizza with chorizo, bacon, ham, peppadews & olives
Price : R 135.00 pp + 10%
Note:- The Giraffe House is an outdoor venue so if inclement weather is predicted we may have
to change the arrangements – we will e-mail 2 days in advance if arrangements need to be
changed. Contact: John Bulman 021 9764438 / 084 5014287 e-mail: johnbrendasa@gmail.com
with your choice of lunch.
				

5

OBITUARY:

Bill ten Oever (1940 - 2019)

Bill’s memorial service confirmed my belief that if you warrant a
noble and respected service, you should live a noble and respected
life. Each tribute, independent of the other, high-lighted attributes of
Bill and how these affected not only his family but all who came into
contact with him, be it church members, MG or his social friends.
Gareth McConkey’s tribute was very fitting and spanned years from
when they were youngsters in Pretoria, until present day.
The writer did not know Bill during his Pretoria days other than that
Bill and Lucille grew up in Capitol Park, Pretoria. Gareth did not
mention this, however I have it on good authority that Bill was dating
Lucille’s sister, Rosa. It was Lucille who walked away with the 1st
prize when she and Bill married in December 1961. Bill’s training in
engineering saw to it that he became involved in restoring motor cars.
The car that had a profound influence on his life was a 1931/32 Midget (MMM). He bought this as a
basket case and restored it to immaculate condition. The facilities at Koedoespoort at his disposal
obviously helped with the rebuild. Remember in those days the railway workshops like Koedoespoort and Salt River had everything. Thereafter followed a modern MG Midget which became
‘mum’s taxi ‘ until it was later sold to Clive Mulder.
In 1978 Bill, Gareth and Rob Breebaart were instrumental in forming the Northern Centre MG Car
Club. In time to come Bill was elected Honorary Life Member of the Northern Centre. During 2018
Bill, Gareth and Rob joined the Northern Centre to celebrate the club’s 40th anniversary.
Early in 1980 Bill was promoted and he was transferred to Salt River. The logical thing to do once
they had settled was to join the MGCC CT. They bought a house in Loevenstein, Bill still had the
MMM and a Morris Minor Traveller ‘Woody”. This, in time was sold and an MG 1100S bought. The
MMM was often a star attraction at Concours d’Elegance competitions. Unfortunately practicality
prevailed so the MMM was sold to an overseas buyer.
After this Bill bought a 1972/73 MGB roadster and because of its colour it was known as
‘die pampoen’ (pumpkin). This B saw numerous Cape Centres Gatherings as well as Indabas.
During the early 90s Bill was boarded due to arthritis.
In September 2001 we had a Cape Centres Gathering at Karoo National Park in Beaufort West.
Joan Parker organised the first downhill race which involved a home-built toy car guided by a Club
representing a hockey stick. The race was an immediate hit and very popular, to my mind this
was the birth of the present Rocker Cover races. Bill built some amazing racers and his attention
to detail had to be seen. One of his racers was a static display at the last Indaba. Because of
his love and relationship with the MMM he built a K3 racer, this model was on display at his
memorial service.
Around 2006 Bill and Lucille decided to scale down, they sold their house in Loevenstein and
moved to Tyger Villas Village, where they lived until about 3 months ago. Their new home was
De Rust Retirement Village in Durbanville but sadly Bill had little joy there as he was hospitalised
shortly after they moved in.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to Lucille as well as their children, Geoff, Sharon, Shirley and
their families.
- Bowtie
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TECHNICAL TALK

				

MGB ELECTRIC CARS
Would you buy one? (if you had the money)

- Deon Rousseau

I recently read an interesting article on the web regarding
the latest trend in electrical cars, entitled ‘MGB Goes
Electrical with the help from RBW Classic Electric Cars’.
The article was written by Mark Kane and appeared on
the Internet on 21st September 2018.
https://inside evs.com/mgb-electric-rbw-classic-electric-cars.
According to the author, the British classic motoring
specialist, RBM Classic Electric Cars announced a new
offer of an MGB electric car last year. The so called new
MGB would be targeted to all those who would like to use
their MGs in style and silence with zero emission.						
							
The initial offer will be limited to thirty hand-built cars but another fifty-two will become available
this year depending on demand. Performance specifications are 0-95km/h in eight seconds, a
top speed of 169km/h and a range of 249km with fully charged batteries. Peak power output
would be 70kw. The car’s maximum rpm would be 11800 with a peak Nm of 226 according to
the manufacturers. Brace yourself however for the shocking retail price 83 thousand pounds!
In South African currency that would come to about R1.64 million!		
			
								

				
		

						

According to Peter Swain, managing director of RBW Classic Electric Vehicles the aim is to
make great classic cars better for the modern age and to do that they have been fortunate to
have the support of great companies who share the same ethos. Brand new body shells would
be used instead of old body parts with distressed and tired metal to ensure a comfortable drive
and complete safety.
The sixty-million-dollar question however is - will true MG enthusiasts be willing to buy an MG
which is not original as it no longer has the faithful old 1,8 overhead-camshaft, five bearing work
horses under the bonnet, neither the familiar
MGB exhaust note at the back.
No thanks, give me my old 1969 MGB with its
original tried and tested engine. No matter how
high the petrol price rise, it is still a bargain
compared to todays air pollution mania.
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PAST EVENTS

Grounded Bistro and Restaurant, Transportation Quiz and Classic Car Show

(Sunday 26th May - Martin Davies)
				

			

The day was warm, dry and clear ideal for a run in the TD to attend the above event at
Somerset Square, Green Point.

Although three MG members with their MGs had notified me they would attend, only Sue and
I showed up. Thus we were the sole representatives of the MG Car Club. The turn-out of
other clubs was fairly sparse but having said that, a great afternoon was spent with new found
acquaintances with plenty of banter and laughter.
The transportation quiz was very well researched
and presented by John Fourie, owner of the
Grounded Bistro and Restaurant. It was
presented in 7 categories of transportation,
ranging from classic cars to aeroplanes. Those
of us who participated were placed in groups of
four. Sue and I were a group of 2, we called
ourselves the ‘MG Veterans’. There were 8
groups in total.
1st prize - a free entry to the Franschhoek
Motor Museum, sponsored by the Franschhoek
Motor Museum.
2nd prize - a free magazine subscription for a year, sponsored by Stuart Grant of ‘Classic Car
Africa’.
3rd prize - a bottle of Merlot, ice bucket and transport bags sponsored by Grounded Bistro
and Restaurant .
Sue and I were the recipients of 3rd prize returning home with a very pleasant bottle of red,
plus auxiliaries.
Although attendance of classic cars was rather sparse, it is anticipated to hold another quiz
and classic car show during early 2020. Hopefully we can experience more members of the
MG Car Club to attend and participate.
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Veterans’ visit to the Animal Sanctuary at Butterfly World - Klapmuts		
(Thursday 30th May - Brian and Frenske Aslett)

32 members in their MGs met at the N1 Engen Winelands, on a chilly, windy morning. The
day had started out cloudy and cool but thankfully improved as time progressed. A short drive
brought us to the Animal Sanctuary where we were welcomed by our guide. He explained
that the main focus of the Sanctuary was to take in exotic animals and birds that owners could
no longer care for. The Butterfly part of the sanctuary is now less important due to the cost of
importing butterflies, as well as many other cross border restrictions involving the transport of
of animals.
For almost an hour we wandered indoors and out, through the sanctuary past butterflies, birds,
African Grey parrots, one-eyed, injured owls, Meer cats, reptiles and mammals of every
possible description, including a sad, little, grey Arctic fox who had been donated his very own
tile floored hut with the option of an aircon for providing some icy cold air when required!
We later regrouped together with our guide who introduced us close up to various exotic and
unheard of by us, lizards, hedgehogs and snakes. A few souls were brave enough to handle
and carefully hold some of these strange and deadly creatures, Loraine Reck held a dragon like
lizard in her cupped hands and Neville Wyness was photographed holding a tarantula!
Leaving at about noon the group then took a gentle drive through the countryside, via
Durbanville, to the Hillcrest wine and olive farm for lunch. This turned into a lively gathering
with good food, excellent service and a little wine refreshment for some before facing the traffic
on the homeward run.
Altogether, it was an informative and pleasant day out. The only stress? We had negotiated a
discount on the menu prices which the restaurant applied in a peculiar way, so the final reckoning
by table proved to be a tricky challenge!
		
								

					

					
					

				
							

						
														
					
				

		

		

Brian to parrot: 													
‘I bet the MG members would outtalk you’
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Shirley and I took part in the 50th Milligan Rally which was hosted by the EPVCC in June.
To mark the occasion the rally was returned to Port Elizabeth and a number of the rules
and entrance criteria were changed from those that we had been accustomed to during the
past 5 years that we have participated in the event. The most notable changes were that
open instruments were permitted; and in an effort to encourage the entry of older cars to
the rally, a handicap system favouring the older and less powerful cars was introduced.
21 cars were entered in the event, 17 of which were competing in the trial and 4 entered in
a touring capacity.
7 of the cars were pre-2nd world war, the oldest being a 1926 Lancia Lambda (driven by
Colin Greyvenstein with Megan Woodward navigating).
The field included 2 MGs, a 1957 MGA (Bruce Hall and Kathy Saunders from East London)
and our 1970 MGB (driven by Shirley).
Other MG members on the rally included Roger Lewis (navigating for John Ryall in his 1966
Jaguar 3.8 MkII) and
Chalky and Lorraine Schonknecht from East London (in Chalky’s 1970 Ford Capri).
One of the cars, a 1934 Rolls Royce (Dave Alexander and Di Dugmore) had participated in
the first Milligan Rally in 1970 (the car was driven by Dave’s father in 1970).
This year’s rally was a spider rally from Port Elizabeth, following a different route each day
and returning to Port Elizabeth each afternoon. We carried GPS data loggers again this year
and this was used exclusively for scoring.

															
Day 1 of the rally took us on a 169km route west from Port Elizabeth ending in Kareedouw.
There were 9 control points along the way, 5 of which were virtual/hidden controls. (our score
						
was 200pts, finishing 8th for the day).
								
The 2nd day took us on a 110km route east from PE, then northwards ending on the northern
side of the Addo National Park. There were 5 control points, 1 of which was a hidden control.
(our score was 123pts, finishing 16th for the day / 10th place overall).
On day 3 we went westwards again, this time on a 133km route towards Baviaanskloof and
ending in the town of Patensie. We were scored on 5 control points, 3 of which were hidden
controls. Additional control points on day 3 were scrapped due to roadworks and detours in
Hankey. (our score was 20 pts, finishing 1st for the day / 5th place overall).
The final day of the rally took us westwards, this time keeping to the coast, crossing the old
Van Staden’s Pass and on towards Jeffrey’s Bay, before turning inland and back to the finish
at the Gamtoos River. This was a 128km route with 5 control points, 2 of which were hidden.
(our score 22pts, finishing 2nd for the day / 5th place overall).
							

10

						
The handicap was applied to the total score for the 4 days and although there were a few place
movements, we remained in 5th position overall. The first 5 positions were as follows:
						
1.
Peter Fulton and Trevor Hoole (1957 Volvo PV445)
262pts
2.
Ron and Pam Gush
(1934 Austin 10)
322pts
3.
Wiehan and Liezl van Onselen (1965 Jaguar 3.8 MkII)
326.5pts
4.
Ken and Michael Dugmore
(1955 Austin Healy 100)
328pts
5.
Shirley and Philip Roux
(1970 MGB)
352.5pts
The team award was won by the Crankhandle Club.
						
						
		
Once again we thoroughly enjoyed the varied routes and scenic countryside, not to mention the
camaraderie with fellow contestants. The EPVCC organised a fantastic rally and although they
have advised us this was the last rally in its present form, we look forward to participating in
whatever they offer next year.
- Philip & Shirley Roux
					

***************

WANTED
Hardtop for 2001 MG F Contact: Bentin Theron (non-member) 076 051 4438
email: bentinhuis@gmail.com
									
.
		

							

FOR SALE

		

							
						
							
						
						
					
						

1969 MGB Roadster (red)
With wire wheels, overdrive and soft top.
Fair condition.
Present owner has had the car 42 years.
Asking price: R115 000
Contact: Roger Johnson (non-member)
021 790 1734 / 082 8114 053

			
		
									
1963 MGB Roadster - Wire wheels, nice straight body,
								
very good engine and gearbox (good oil pressure no smoke) anti-klunk kit supplied, ready to fit. No soft
top, - factory hardtop included. Slight oil leak.
Car sold as is. R150 000 drive away.
					
Contact: Brian Crawford (member)
021 558 6766 / 082 7836 921
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FOR SALE

		

						
						
						
						
						
					

1962 MG Midget (red)
With white hardtop roof and black soft top.
New brakes, new rubbers. Paperwork is in order.
Price: R125 000 						
Contact: JD 081 8065 900 or
Kate Neethling 083 6120 697 (non-members)

2005 MG TF160 1.8L (silver)
Price: R60 000 - R65 000
Contact: Maureen Rosedale
(non-member) 083 2369 581

						
						
		
					
							
							
2002 MG TF160 - Trophy yellow
							
Price: R35 000
Contact: Sidney Jonker (non-member)
							
073 597 1362
		

		

These advertisements are placed for the benefit of Club members.
  The MG Club has no involvement in these advertisements and does not warranty
		
the accuracy or content of the items listed.
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