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Cradock attendees this is for you - the fancy dress evening
at the Cape Centres gathering is a ‘Swinging 60s flower
power’ theme so wear something in keeping with that
period. Let your hair down and have some fun.
Of course half the fun of these gatherings is the journey
itself. If you are taking Route 62 make sure you stop in
Barrydale and pop into ‘Diesel & Crème’ to sample their
famous milkshakes. You will not be disappointed!
There are some amazing farmstalls and pit stops enroute
flavoured with typical, country hospitality.
Another ‘Me and My MG’ story appears on pgs. 8/9 and
makes for a very interesting read. Believe me there are
many more fascinating tales out there.
Please be reminded that there is a ‘Braai Natter’ on 11th
May instead of the usual natter on a Tuesday.
All articles for the June issue of this newsletter are due
by 23rd May.
‘Don’t count the days - make the days count’
- Muhammad Ali
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The month of May usually heralds those perfect, autumn
days for MG drives. May is also the month we celebrate
Mother’s Day - if you are still fortunate enough to have a
mother, remember to spoil her on Sunday, 12th.

Bank: 			
Standard Bank
Account: 		
MG Car Club – Cape Town Centre
Branch code: 		
036 309
Internet Branch code: 051001
Account number:
271157925
Disclaimer:

Views, comments, opinions, advice or suggestions in this newsletter are
those of the contributors and advertisers and are not necessarily those of
the club or its committee. Availability and condition of items advertised
for sale are not guaranteed by the club or the committee. Whilst every care
is taken in compiling the contents of the newsletter the club, committee
and officials assume no responsibility for any effects arising therefrom.
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FROM THE CHAIR
Recently two of our members fell victim to a scam after responding to an advertisement placed
in The Breed. Fortunately in both cases their money was recovered!
Advertisements from both members and non-members are accepted in good faith for publishing in this newsletter for the benefit of MG members. These advertisements however, must be
MG related only. The Editor will also endeavour to indicate whether the advertiser is an MG
member or not.
There are elements of gullibility and greed in all of us so please do not allow the lattter to drive
the former. Two adages apply:
‘If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is’ and ‘If you cannot touch it, don’t buy it’
In the September, 2018 issue of the UK Classic Car Weekly it was reported that a 1948 MG TC
fetched a whopping £86000 (R1.6m) at a London auction. Obviously there are those people
who allow their competitive egos to rule their common sense. Needless to say there are many
of us long-time MG owners to whom this news will be purely academic - afterall, money cannot
buy sentiment, can it?
What do you think - Alex, Dieter, Geoff, Joan and other MG die-hards?
No matter the age, be it a child or an adult, there are certain characteristics that remain through
life. As children we all looked forward to upcoming events with barely contained glee as we
counted down the days. Now, beyond three score and ten we still do the same (well some of
us anyway.)
By the time you read this report there will be +/-14 days before we set off for the Cape Centres
gathering in Cradock. Some might scornfully ask if we have nothing other than MGs in our lives.
Of course we do, but what can be more fun than trundling along through country roads in an MG?
To date, an impressive 19 MGs from Cape Town will be on the road to Cradock. A word of
caution - should you choose the R62 route there are extensive, ongoing roadworks in the
Ashton / Montagu area with long, tedious stop/go delays.
Please ensure you have checked your cars, take care on the road and above all, have a
great time.

Mike
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OUT AND ABOUT

			

MAY

Saturday
Thursday Sunday
Thursday

JUNE

11th
16 -19th

Bring & Braai Natter @ Crankhandle Clubhouse, Riebeek Str, Wynberg
from 2 - 5pm
Combined Cape Centres Gathering in Cradock

30th Veterans’ Run to The Animal Sancturary, Klapmuts - details pg.5

Sunday

9th

Club run - be be advised

Tuesday

11th

Natter & Noggin @ Crankhandle Clubhouse, Riebeek Str, Wynberg 7.30pm

Thursday

27th Veterans’ run - to be advised

MAY
1
2
5
7
11
13
14
16
17
27
30

Birthdays

Tony Bruton, Catherine Lewis		
		
Tracy London
Chris Howell
Pat Masterson						
John Whittaker
Ian Irvin					
Brenda Bulman, Neville Frost, Donald Campbell
John Morrison						
Brian James, Peter Mitchley
Frits Rossouw, Yolande Martens-Plows						
Roger Lewis, Neville Whitney, Thomas de Moyencourt
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SOCIAL NEWS
		
2019 Membership booklet
The 2019 Membership booklet has now been printed and is available for collection at
Natters / Club outings for those members who requested one.

Lapsed Membership
# 864 Jon Driver-Jowitt

Membership Changes

New email address : #FM 1135 Lionel & Matty Baird - abaird@cybersmart.co.za

Veterans’ Run to The Animal Sanctuary in Klapmuts

30th May

Members to meet at the N1 Winelands Engen 1-stop at 9.30am to leave for the Sanctuary at 10.
The Animal Sanctuary is a big, new extension of the well-known Butterfly World. There are both
indoor as well as outdoor areas, hats and comfy walking shoes are recommended.
Entrance fee: R57
Walk into lush tropical gardens at Butterfly World Zoo and be greeted by the sound of running
water, birdsong and free flying butterflies, while taking care not to step on the green tree iguana
lying on the path. The Animal Sanctuary is a safe haven for all kinds of animals needing a safe
home.
This is not just a butterfly park but indeed a sanctuary for exotic animals, a bird sanctuary, a place
where reptiles and other creatures get the highly specialised care they need. Not being able to
return to their natural habitat where they belong, the animals will live out their days here in the
tropical garden providing the best possible environment for them. There are birds, free flying
butterflies, small monkeys, exotic parrots, a Knysna Loerie, an Arctic Fox, Owls and even a
family of tiny dikdiks.
We leave at 12 noon to arrive at Hillcrest Estate Durbanville for lunch at around 12h45.
Lunch Menu at Hillcrest:
A Chicken campagnola - marinated chicken in light cream sauce with penne		
B Pork slider - smoked pork leg with sauce, coleslaw, bun & French fries		
C Vegetable wok - spicy stir fry vegetables with egg noodles				
D Country chicken pie - roasted chicken, creamy sauce under puff pastry, salad & chips
E North Indian chicken curry - fragrant sauce, coconut rice, poppadum & atchar
F Smoked chicken salad - greens, brie, bacon & honey mustard dressing		
G Havoc beef burger - caramelised onion, pickled cucumber, lettuce, cheddar & fries
Contact: Brian Aslett 083 267 3742 / 021 671 9250 email: brazzle@iafrica.com
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VETERANS’ RUN

Martin Davies

(28th March)

The Veterans’ run although hastily organised, experienced a good turnout of members and guests.
Altogether eleven MGs comprising TCx1, TDx2, MGBx3, MGBGTx3, TFx1, MG3x1 and 2 plastics
participated. Approximately half met at Woodbridge Island for a pleasant country run to the Pot
Belly Coffee Shop and Restaurant at Klapmuts. The other half met at the lunch venue.
The run of 1½ hours took us through Melkbosstrand, onto the M19 towards Philadelphia. A turn
off from the M19 towards Mamre took us onto a very uneven surfaced road where the speed in my
TD had to be reduced drastically. Others suffered the same fate. After turning onto Philadelphia
Road, the situation improved and speeds could be increased accordingly. A little further on, fate
took control of my TD when a misfire occurred. This became gradually worse with the TD speed
reduced to a crawl and eventually many stops. Initial investigation led me to believe that of fuel
starvation, as prior to the run I had cleaned and re-tuned the carburettors.
On one occasion after flooding the carburettors and re-starting the engine an almighty backfire
occurred in the direction of Shirley Roux, who was standing next to Philip and their MGB.
The old adage ‘jumping out of one’s skin’ could describe Shirley’s reaction accurately. Thanks to
Philip and Shirley for their support, also to Celia Baylis and her passenger June Jackson for their
moral support. We eventually arrived at the Pot Belly restaurant and met up with the rest of the
members. 						
Further investigation proved to be an electrical fault which was remedied very quickly. Thanks to
Geoff Ballantyne for his diagnostics.
Our relatively modest lunch at the Pot Belly was very good and extremely well priced, although
some members had an extended wait to be served. Plenty of banter and noisy laughter was
experienced which showed everyone in a happy and content mood.
It was a pleasure to welcome Brian and Joyce Davidson from the Knysna MG Car Club. Also a
welcome back to one of our more senior members Celia and her companion June.
				
				

							

Martin trying to find the noise.....

Sue, after she found the noise!
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BRITISH SPORTS CAR RUN - 2019

		

Mike Johnson

Sunday, 14th April saw the annual British Sports Car Run once again kindly organised by the
Triumph Club. The rainy weather was definitely not conducive to sports car activity but this is
beyond the control of us mere mortals. What it does prove is that there will always be a ready
band of die-hard enthusiasts willing to brave the inclement weather, in pursuit of the enjoyment
derived from sports car motoring. An example being,
MG members, John & Veronica Taylor who travelled
from Yzterfontein in their Austin Healey.
The Run to Kleinmond started from the N2 Engen
one-stop with +/- 28 cars including 8 MGs. Theo van
der Hoek arrived at the start in his TD with hood up
but in short sleeves. On stopping, he immediately
jumped out, shouted a hello over his shoulder as he
rummaged in the back of the TD for his jacket.
Now really Theo - the idea is to dress appropriately
before departure! That goes for the car as well – it can
John & Veronica Taylor
be a damp process fitting side-screens in the rain.
				
The pleasant run along scenic Clarence Drive past Betty’s Bay took us to Kleinmond Harbour
for lunch. One must often wonder why so much fuss is made of Chapman’s Peak when
Clarence Drive is far more picturesque. Shhh.. not too loud or Sanral may well erect another
toll booth there!
An enjoyable lunch was followed by a lucky draw for prizes donated by participating car Clubs,
and the money raised (R4600) donated to the Kleinmond Animal Welfare Society. Thanks to the
presence of a few 4-legged beneficiaries, one sad-eyed puppy in particular, ensured that purses
and wallets were readily emptied. We have since heard 3 of the dogs are have been named:
Triumph, Sunbeam and MG respectively. What happened to Austin Healey?
One favourable outcome of wet weather - it certainly encourages camaraderie amongst car
enthusiasts, regardless of our badge preferences.

								
														
											
											
										

Philip & Shirley Roux

								

											
		

Craig & Veronica Browne
							
Photos: Tony Bruton						
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Theo & Shirley van der Hoek

Aubrey Keller

ME AND MY MG

In those days,1956/57, as the new MGAs were so sought after, to get an MGA you had to put
your name down with your local dealer. In this case Norton Motors in Cape Town. It then sometimes took up to 9 months before your name came up. You were then called and advised that
your car had arrived, but you had no choice of colour and had to take what was on offer. If not,
you had to get back to the end of the queue and take your chances at some future date.
Furthermore, you couldn’t offer your car to someone else, it was ‘take it, or leave it’.
These cars arrived in South Africa in kit form and were assembled in Durban.
One day I got a call from a very close friend of mine, Stewart Shub, later to become chairman
of Rex Trueform Ltd. He told me that Norton Motors in Cape Town had just called him advising
him that his car had arrived. Stewart had just, one week earlier taken delivery of a Triumph TR2
and asked me whether I’d be interested in taking the MGA on offer.
So what transpired was, I gave him a cheque for £714 (the equivalent of R1428) made out to
Norton’s and he took delivery and had the car registered in his name. He had the car for 24hrs
before it was re-registered in my name. This was considered to be quite expensive, as in those
days you could buy a Chevrolet Sedan for about £400 (R800). The original registration number
was CA 8778, mine was the 12th one to come off the assembly line in Durban.
The curious thing about this car was the colour. It was not any of the typical MG colours, in
fact only two were done in this turquoise/green colour. One was sold to a farmer in Riversdale
I believe, the other to me. Later, I was told that the farmer had smashed the car so badly that
it was written off.
As the years went by, all the so-called MGA aficionados who viewed the car would not believe
that this was the original colour, even though I told them I bought the car brand new and added
the story of what happened to the second one.
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Early in the 1980s, I got a call from a guy who overhauled my SU carbs, Peter Jack, he asked
me to come down to his workshop as he had something to show me. I duly arrived and he
pointed out a black MGA wrecked body. On closer inspection he showed me the boot and
underside of the rear end of the car and lo and behold, there was the colour of my car.
Apparently the back half of this car was married to the front end of another car, this showed
that there was another car with my colour, probably the remains of the written off car.
In 1959, I left South Africa to work overseas for a few years and in my absence, my father
sold my car.
Years later, (I think in 1980) I got a call from my friend Stewart to tell me he received a call
from some fellow saying that he now possessed his original MGA. Stewart at first didn’t know
what he was talking about until the penny finally dropped! He was in fact referring to my car
and the guy still had the books etc. with Stewart’s name in as original owner.
To cut a long story short, I contacted the owner (whose name skips my memory) and after
much haggling, I bought the car back for R4500. I immediately contacted Johan Marais who
worked out of a barn in Constantia, he was extremely well-known for restoring vintage and
antique cars, to do a total ground up restoration which entailed bringing in about 5 large
cartons of parts from overseas. It took him around a year to complete the job.
The car won the MG Car Club’s best MGA in Concourse d’ Etat for three years in a row, one
of which was 1985. After that I never showed the car again due to a major misunderstanding
with the, then stewards of the Club.
			
			
About three years ago, Bert Scheepers contacted me as I had advertised a whole lot of MGA
parts which I had in my possession and that was the first time he laid eyes on my MGAs.
Subsequent to that, I had a very serious car accident on a mountainous road in Spain where I
nearly lost my life and came close to having my one arm amputated, that in turn put paid to my
MG driving days.
		
Bert called me after three years asking whether I still had the cars, the rest is history. The fact
that he assured me that the car would not be for resale made my decision to sell it just that bit
easier.
(January 2017)

										
					

***************
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LETTERS						
Dear MG Car Club Members,
Thank you for the kind gesture of a gift voucher recently received via Shirley and Philip Roux.
It is seldom we see an MG in Woodside Village!
It is my pleasure to be able to bind the annual collection of Breeds.
Kind regards to all,
Geoff Husk

					

***************

Hi Fran
My cousin in the UK went to Goodwood Revival and sent me these pictures. We both share a
passion for cars, I have the hooter from his crashed TC from decades ago (which I hope still
works) and will be fitting to my TC - one day!
Don’t think that is an original colour for an MG but it looks gorgeous. So too that Maserati.
Kind regards,
Godfrey Castle

					
							

				

															
						
								
							

			

							

									

				

***************
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FOR SALE
		
						
MGA 1600 Coupe - very reliable runner, papers in order and up to date. For further particulars
and price, please contact: Vernon Acton (member) 083 647 6700 (East London)
MG TF - Hard top roof. Colour - silver. Price: R7,500
Contact: Brian James (member) 082 552 0586 or email: brian@brabek.co.za
					
						
FOR FREE

						

		

Last Call !! Fifty years of the Main Club magazine “Safety Fast” (1969-2019) are heading for
the SPCA waste paper scrap system, unless anyone would like to have them – they can be
brought to Cape Town late May.
Contact: Keith Poole (member) 023 625 1306 email: k-mpoole@lando.co.za
		
These advertisements are placed for the benefit of club members.
The club has no involvement in these advertisements and does not warranty
		
the accuracy or content of the items listed.
					
***************
									
					
		
							

				

										

		
									
								

		

11

