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FROM THE CHAIR

It is hard to believe that we are in the last month of 2018 and what a year it has been.
It was most pleasing to see many familiar faces at the November braai natter and to
welcome back some of our members who have not been well in recent times, in particular
Rita Floyd and Celia Baylis.
My thanks go to those members who generously contributed to the call for donations to
the Durbanville Children’s Home. This home originated in 1883, cares for ±140 children
and gives them a chance in life that they would not have otherwise enjoyed. A number
of members visited the home and we were able to present them with a cheque for a
substantial amount, which was gratefully received.
Shirley and I have just returned from the South African Historic Grand Prix Festival.
It was the most awesome experience seeing and hearing these cars thundering down
the straight at speeds approaching 130 mph, at the East London Grand Prix Circuit.
Local MG members and cars on the track included Rodney Green in ‘Hoodoo’ and
Stephen Grover with his 1937 MG J2. In the pre-1990 category Chris Champion raced
his MGA Twin-Cam and Roger Lewis raced ‘Hedgehog’ on the Saturday. There were
many enthusiastic MG members amongst the spectators and supporters, mostly from
the Cape Town, Northern Centre, Johannesburg, and South Cape Centres.
I look forward to the remaining club event of 2018. The Show Day at Timour Hall on
the 9th December will include a spit braai and a celebration of the 70th anniversary of
our club. There are almost 100 members and guests signed up for the event and
we look forward to an enjoyable day celebrating this milestone of our club.
If I don’t see you at our Show Day in December, I wish you and your families a Happy
Christmas, and be safe on the roads.
Philip
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President			
			
			

Dieter Reck
021 852 4277 / 083 233 8437
reck.dieter@gmail.com

Trustees 			
			
			

Robin Rich
021 903 3426 / 082 660 3538
robin@richpumps.co.za

			
			
			

Joan Parker
021 671 8379 / 082 214 7561
joanrparker@gmail.com

Committee

After my persistent requests for stories of ‘Me and My MG’
I have still not received very many. So, can you blame me
for publishing the rather engaging story on pg.10 ? Even
though the couple are not South African MG members, they
most certainly deserve a mention.
This story is very close to my own heart as you will see on
pg. 14 - our TD was bought for the princely sum of R320 on
2nd December 1963 (55 years ago) when Mike put down a
R10 retainer, then rushed home to arrange the balance.
Come on folks please share your magical moments with us,
we would love to read about them!

Chairman 		
			
			

Philip Roux
021 683 6979 / 083 448 7352
philipjroux@gmail.com

Honorary Secretary 		
			
			

Roy Zazeraj
021 715 9694 / 082 514 5680
roy@artique.co.za

Honorary Treasurer 		
			
			

Brian Aslett
021 671 9250 / 083 267 3742
brazzle@iafrica.com

If you are attending the Cape Centres Gathering in Cradock
in May 2019, the 2nd payment is due on 30th November.

Social & Events Secretary
			
			

Martin Davies
021 712 0762 / 083 269 5483
mgtddavies@gmail.com

All articles for the January issue of this newsletter need to
be in by 18th December please.

Editor & Publications
			
			

Fran Johnson
021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
franjohnson35@hotmail.com

Membership Secretary
			
			

Shirley Roux
021 683 6979 / 083 360 7300
shirleyroux@gmail.com

Register Secretary 		
			
			
			

Mike Johnson
021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
franjohnson35@hotmail.com

Remember to check the Out & About for changes to events,
especially during December.

Wishing you and your families a peaceful, safe Christmas.

Fran
In a world where you
can be anything - be kind!

Ex-Officio:		
Regalia			
			
			

Colin Cromhout
021 715 5497 / 082 576 6392
colincromhout@gmail.com

Our bank details are:

Club Historian 		

Vacant

Crankhandle Club Liaison
			
			

Martin Davies
021 712 0762 / 083 269 5483
mgtddavies@gmail.com

Bank: 			
Standard Bank
Account: 		
MG Car Club – Cape Town Centre
Branch code: 		
036 309
Internet Branch code: 051001
Account number:
271157925

						
MMM & T Register Captain Mike Johnson
			
021 554 1097 / 082 733 7258
			
franjohnson35@hotmail.com
MGA Register Captain

Vacant

(Mike Johnson)

MGB Register Captain
			
			

Neville Wyness
021 782 9651 / 083 307 9936
nwyness@mweb.co.za

Moderns Register Captain
			

Vacant

Disclaimer:
Views, comments, opinions, advice or suggestions in this newsletter are
those of the contributors and advertisers and are not necessarily those of
the club or its committee. Availability and condition of items advertised
for sale are not guaranteed by the club or the committee. Whilst every care
is taken in compiling the contents of the newsletter the club, committee
and officials assume no responsibility for any effects arising therefrom.
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OUT AND ABOUT
DECEMBER
Sunday

9th

Show day and 70th Anniversary of The MG Car Club - Cape Town Centre
(Timour Hall, St Joans Road, Plumstead) @ 10.00am
Please note: because of Show Day there will not be a Xmas Natter &
Noggin in December
Please note: there will not be a Veterans’ run in December

JANUARY 2019
Tuesday

8th

Natter & Noggin at the Crankhandle Clubhouse, Riebeek Street, Wynberg
@ 7.30pm

Sunday

20th

Classic Car & Bike Show at Timour Hall, Plumstead (details below)

Thursday

31st

Veterans’ run - to be advised

Classic Car Show - Timour Hall, Plumstead

(Sunday 20th January 2019)

The MG Car Club has once again been invited to participate in this very popular annual show.
15 spaces have been reserved for our Club. Ideally we would like a cross section of different
models of MG - from the oldest to the newest.
Those members who wish to show their MGs, please supply your name, make, model, year
and registration number of your MG.
Contact: Martin Davies 083 269 5483 (email: mgtddavies@gmail.com)

Dates to diarise
Kuns & Kultuurfees - Prince Alfred Hamlet 1st December
S.A. Historic Grand Prix - Val de Vie Franschhoek
1+2 December
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COMMITTEE & SOCIAL NEWS

			

New Members

# 1358 - Brothers, Bruce & Peter Robertson, Houtbay 072 659 0639
email: bruce@blueplanet.co.uk (MGA 1956)

MG Club Library

Please note, the library will be open from 19.30-20.00 at the January Natter, should you wish to
take out books or just browse.

MEMBERSHIP FEES - 2019
The committee recently approved modest increases in membership fees (between R10 and R15).
2019 membership fees will be as follows:
R260.00 - Single Member
R300.00 - Family Member
R220.00 - Country Member
R260.00 - Family Country Member
R190.00 - Associate Member
Renewal forms will be emailed to members at the end of November. The few members who are
not on email will receive their renewal forms in the post. Please note that in terms of the Club
constitution your membership fee payment is due on or before 1st January 2019 - please assist
the Treasurer and committee by making your payment timeously. When making any payment to
the club account, please remember to use your member number and surname as the reference.
For our Club database we require up-to-date information regarding our members and all their cars.
Please check the information on your renewal form and advise me of any details that need to be
changed.
Shirley Roux (Membership Secretary) email: shirleyroux@gmail.com

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
3- Jenny Knott
6- Jay Moodley
8- Helga Sandak-Lewin
11- Sean Carson 			
15- Riyana Ismail, Wendy Wilcox
19- Henk Lombard
21- Gordon Chunnett
27- Eileen Dallimore, Shirley Roux
		

4- Philip Cadman, Gordon Bruce
7- Alex Stewart
9- Theo Andrag
12- Rongzi Coyne
16- John Whittington-Jones
20- Hilda Clarke
26- Dave Lyons
29- Peter Flowers
31- Mike Hoare
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FUTURE EVENTS
		

MGCC-CT ANNUAL SHOW DAY
9th December 2018

Car Judging Competition
Judging of cars will commence at 11.00am. Entries will be limited to one car per member for
Concours d’Etat or Tops. Judging can be a lengthy process therefore only a total of 10 cars
will be scrutinised, thereby affording the judges more time to enjoy the activities of the day.
Prior to show day, entrants will receive an e-mailed score sheet indicating the scrutiny criteria
for preparation guidance. A standing rule is for cars to have hoods up and side screens in place,
however for convenience, MMM / T-type / MGA need only display one screen next to the car.
Winners will be announced at the 2018 Annual General Meeting.
Members wishing to enter their car for judging under the following two categories, please
advise Mike Johnson by 5th December.
Contact details: 021 554 1097 / 082 7337 258 or email: franjohnson35@hotmail.com
Concours d’Etat
This is a formal scrutiny for originality, condition and cleanliness. Judging is according to the
standing rules for d’Etat as prescribed by the MG Car Club Combined Centres of South Africa.
Tops
This competition was introduced to afford members a chance to enter their MG to be judged on
cleanliness and condition, both interior and exterior, without the seriousness of originality and
authenticity.
‘Car of the Day’ or ‘Ladies Choice’
As usual there will be an opportunity for the ladies present to vote for the MG they would most
like to take home. All attending MGs are eligible. We encourage ladies not to vote for their
own cars.
- Mike Johnson
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RECENT EVENTS
Club run to the Potbelly Coffee Shop and Bakery
Sunday 14th October commenced as a chilly and windy morning. MG members gathered at
Woodbridge Island car park at 10:30 for departure 11:00. Nevertheless, soft tops were stowed
as good weather was anticipated as the day progressed.
Nineteen MGs comprising: TC-1 TD-3 A-1 ZR-1 B-5 BGT-3 BGTV8-1 CGT-1 TF-3.
This added up to 37 members. Special mention must include that of Karin Champion who
arrived in her newly acquired MGB roadster. It was noted upon leaving Woodbridge Island,
Chris was driving the car. Karen announced he was a ‘back seat’ driver, hence it was less
stressful for her to allow Chris behind the wheel on the run! It was a pleasure to note the
attendance of Fred and Caryl Philips in their MGC roadster.
Our scenic run took us along the coastal road to Melkbos before turning inland to the N7,
Philadelphia and Klapmuts. As we progressed inland, the weather became noticeably warmer,
the wind had subsided and a beautiful day for MG-ing showed its colours.
Upon arrival at the Potbelly Coffee Shop and Bakery, we were warmly welcomed by one of the
family members who guided us to reserved parking, directly in front of the premises. If that
welcome was warm, it was nothing compared to the MG Car Club welcoming board situated in
the foyer, the personal MG Car Club menu and the warmth and smiling faces of Carin, Emily
and the Potbelly family. The food, service and atmosphere of the Potbelly is superb, not to
mention their extremely competitive prices. This venue has been diarised as lunch stops for
future runs.
Prior to our departure, Sue and I investigated the bakery store adjoining the restaurant, which
comprised a multitude of interesting cakes, organic vegetables and a butchery.
Temptation ended up with us squeezing half a lamb into the restricted luggage area of our TD.
										
- Martin Davies

							
					

Fred, Nigel, Chris, Brian & Karin

Roy, Sharon & Carol 				

Pam, Stuart, Joan & Sue
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Veterans’ Run to Groot Constantia Manor House
October Veterans’ run was attended by 18 members and 2 guests. The cars comprised of:
TD-2 B-5 BGT-3 and one plastic.
At Groot Constantia some people opted for the tour of the Manor House and wine tasting,
whilst others decided to have coffee at Jonkershuis restaurant.
After an interesting morning 12 people attended lunch at the Villagers Rugby Club.
- Ken Priday

				
				

								

Groot Constantia Manor House

		
				

				

								

Incognito:

Andre & Cathy Swanepoel
Philip & Shirley

								

											
		
								
									

								
Lunch at the Rugby Club
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Martin & Sue		

VISIT TO THE DURBANVILLE CHILDREN’S HOME

17th November

It was decided that this year’s charity would be the Durbanville Children’s Home.
This home offers a safe haven for children in order to protect them from physical and emotional
abuse. The ages of the children at the home range from newborns to late teens.
A group of 5 MGs (1-TC 2-TD 1-MGA 1- MGB) met at Woodbridge Island, Milnerton at 9.15
to depart at 9.45. Our route took us along the picturesque Durbanville wine route. It wasn’t
long before we arrived at the Home where we met up with 4 more MGs (1- MGA 1-MGB 1- BGT
1-TF). Once all the cars were parked in the grounds, groups of children came out to have a look
at the cars with one of the house mothers, Clarissa, who was on duty that morning.
What a delight to see so many happy and excited little faces and a pleasure to note how well
behaved and polite the children were. They dashed from car to car asking questions and
saying which car was their favourite, which colour they liked the best, etc. The twin exhausts
on John Bulman’s 2005 TF were greatly admired by the older boys, while Neil Beck’s silver can
(fire extinguisher) between the 2 seats of his 1947 TC, was thought to be nitrous oxide for that
							
extra thrust! I invited two girls to sit in our B and they were so excited, as if their dream had
come true.
As Chairman, Philip then presented a cheque to the Home. The Home has limited funding
from the government so it relies heavily on donations. Many thanks to those members who
generously contributed towards this worthy cause.
Clarissa then briefly took us around the well maintained grounds of the Home and answered
any questions we had. It was incredible to us, what amazing work is taking place in this Home,
how the children are developing and benefiting from all the care. What a very humbling
experience and we were grateful that our Club could help them in some small way.
										
- Shirley Roux

		

Clarissa receiving the cheque on behalf of Durbanville Children’s Home
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THOSE
		WERE THE DAYS

Bill ten Oever sent in the below photographs taken many years ago when he was the very
proud owner of a magnificent 1931 M-type.				

										

			

							
				
								

										

		

					

							
						

								
				

Bill with Margaret Gardiner
(former S.A. beauty queen and Miss Universe 1978)
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MG LOVE STORY FROM THE U.K.
A couple who cruised in a classic MG sportscar on their honeymoon in 1968 are still using it
50 years later. The 1954 MG TF was bought for £350 soon after Tom and Christine met and it
is now worth more than £35,000.
They were waved-off by guests on their wedding day, as they left in their MG on a 874 mile
journey from Land’s End in Cornwall to John O’Groats in Scotland - the most northern and
southern points of Britain. The car remains as it was in 1968 apart from that it is now red - not
its original British racing green.
The owner Tom, who is 80, said: ‘With its hairline steering it’s absolutely super. You couldn’t
get anything better.’
The proud couple recently used the car to retrace part of their honeymoon trip to celebrate
their Golden Wedding Anniversary. The MG is regarded as ‘part of the family’ by Tom and
Christine, who are from Devon, and they insist they will never sell it.

										

										

			

1968
															
						
								
							

							
2018 			
								
(Editor’s note: I wanted to share this MG story as it has a familiar ring to it!)
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BOOK REVIEW

Flat Out by George Eyston.
I chose this book which I guess is one of the older books in our collection.
It was originally published in 1933 and our edition is a 1970s reprint. I selected it to see
if books published many years ago still had interest for a current reader, or had they lost
their revelance. I was pleasantly surprised. The first impression is a good one of the
lifestyle of a young and wealthy man of that time. George does not work, appears to have
almost unlimited money and a carefree, if somewhat chauvinistic view on life. He does briefly
mention that he gave up racing after he got married because of the danger, but then he took
up powerboat racing instead. The joy of being married seemed quickly to have worn off, and
there’s never a mention of the unfortunate woman again!
It’s all very 1930s and quite fascinating.
The other major impression was of the dangers racing drivers faced at that time. The circuits
they raced on were fast and very poorly surfaced, often with gravel, yet they drove extremely
primitive cars dangerously and high speed. The concept of health and safety did not occur to
them. Tyre blow outs were common, as were carburettor fires and the resulting crashes were
often fatal.
He also spent quite a lot of his time setting speed records and as an example, he took the
record for distance travelled in an hour in a “baby car”, in this case an MG Midget with a 750cc
engine and supercharger. He achieved 101 miles in the hour. The car did catch fire on the last
lap and he spent a few months in hospital recovering from burns! Undeterred, he then set a
record official speed record a few months later at Pendine sands – 119 mph average in both
directions in the same car. He was going for the magic 120mph, but the tide came in too soon.
There are many other stories of this kind, all told with a very British understated charm.
This is not a ‘must get’ book, but it is well written and gives a good insight of motor sport in the
1930s. Worth a read!
- Brian Aslett
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LETTERS

Good afternoon MG-Motor Friends,
I have received the most wonderful feedback on your visit at Durbanville Children’s Home on
Saturday, 17th November 2018.
The children enjoyed seeing the well-cared for cars.
They were able ‘to work in’ a Life Lesson: that one can live his passion whether it is old or new.
On behalf of the Children’s Home and our children, I wish to thank you for that.
I also understand that some of our girls who are school leavers in 2019, ‘booked’ cars from
you. I will definitely follow up with you in 2019.
Thanking you also for the GREAT sponsorship towards our children. I will inform you of the
usage thereof.
Kind regards,
Magdalena Koch
(Co-ordinator: Programmes & Projects)
Durbanville Children’s Home

			

____________________________________________________
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The R10 retainer receipt issued
to Mike Johnson on the
2nd December 1963 for the
purchase of his 1950 MG TD.

			

____________________________________________________

FOR SALE
MG TF for sale. Price: R79,500 negotiable.
Contact: Peter Napier 021 712 1552.

			

____________________________________________________

WANTED
Cylinder head (not cracked) for an MGB. Any BMC ‘B’ engine cylinder head is the same.
Contact: Ronnie Grace 022 772 1916 or 072 229 8859 (email: rongrace@mweb.co.za)
			
		

__________________________________________________

			

13

