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CLUB CALENDA R
This month — October

8 Wednesday 19h00—General Meeting at the Club House in Pinelands

12 Sunday Club Run- Brian Porter Rally (run as MG/Sunbeam/Morris/Jag event)
19 Sunday 60th Anniversary Breakfast - meet at Signal Hill parking lot 8am

30 Thursday Veterans Run to South African Air Force

Classic Cars in the Bay (Hout Bay charity car show)
24825  Fri & Sat Worcester Wheels Festival, contact Naomi 082 428 9216 or wildbugg@telkomsa.net

Next month — November

12 Wednesday 19h00—General Meeting at the Club House in Pinelands - Club History 60 years on

16 Sunday Club Run- British Sports Car Tour
27 Thursday Veterans Run to Bot-River with Overberg group
28-30 King of the Mountain
..and the next month — December
3 Wednesday 19h00—General Meeting at the Club House in Pinelands - FIRST Wednesday
7 Sunday Show Day

The BPR scheduled for 12 October will start at the Engen Winestop N1 outgoing at 10h00. The
route will take us to L'ormarins and the Franschhoek motor museum. Lunch is a “Ploughman’s
Platter” and is intended for two people (R100 per platter).
Entry fees to the museum are:
R50 per club member (club card for proof) / Pensioners
R60 adults
R30 children (between 3 and 12)

L'ormarins also serves scones & muffins (R12.50 each), coffee, tea and soft drinks. The only
other refreshments available are wine.
The prices are as follows:
Franschhoek Motor Museum White R25

Franschhoek Motor Museum Red R35
Protea White R35
Protea Red R55

| drove the route yesterday - it is not that far that people should be concerned about high fuel bills
— neither is it complicated at all. Complete novices will find it easy to take part. There won't be
three speed categories this year — only one. The maximum speed of 100 km/h is required only
once for a distance of 1.4 kms on the freeway (and its down hill) — any car/driver running on all its
cylinders should be able to achieve this; but in case the combo is challenged, there’ll be ample
opportunity to catch-up!

Bring your car, a co-driver/navigator, your stop watch and a pen/pencil. Oh
yes — and money for lunch, museum, side bets, etc...

Picture from:
Indaba 2008
Taken by Tony

Regards
Derek Hitchcock

Breakfast Run on Sunday 19th of October to meet at Signal

a scenic drive to Breakfast at The Range in Constantia.
Please also note to members we will have “collector item”

ing of the Signal Hill breakfast run.

Please contact Pat Coyne Ph: 072 348 4493; email:
pacman@kingsley.co.za or Leanne Hewitt Ph: 083 703
8558; email: leanne@perform.co.za.




Secretary’'s Corner
Submitted by: Hildegarde Rich

Hildegarde Rich’s e-mail addy has changed: hildegarde@richpumps.co.za

Frank & Moira Peche : fmpeche@gmail.com

SOCIAL NEWS

Birthdays in October Birthdays in

Mary Buxton Forman, Dick Kruisinga November
oMl Penny Blackburn

1

2

3 lanJay Justin Hewitt

4 Tony Frew \ Arauna Wesson

7 Philip Hitchcock Mervyn Corbishley

10 Hugh Farge
11 Bill Ten Oever, David Gough Harold hapman

13 Mark Roux

14 Grenville Wilkinson

15 Dieter Reck, Christiaan Opperman
17 Jennifer Lock

18 Neil Beck, Ray Heinze

21 Johann Marais

22 Stephan Levetan

23 Patrick Coyne ‘
25 Hildegarde Rich

26 Douglas Peiser, Marilyn Poole

28 Leon Johnston

29 Rita Heinze

31 Dot Jack
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Veteran's Run — - October 30 ™ (Thursday)

Veteran’s to visit the South African Air Force Museum at Ysterplaat Airforce Base. Meet at
Woodbridge Island, Milnerton at 10h00 to depart by 10h15. No Charge for the visit but donations
will be appreciated. lunch will be at The Italian Club in Milnerton, not at a venue in the Durban-
ville area. Contact persons: Peter Flowers 078 639 0151 or Jo Hitchcock 082 446 1092 or 021
939 3803

Next month - November 27 " (Thursday)

Cape Town members meet at the Engen 1 Stop for departure at 09h30 to arrive at the Bot river
off-ramp on the N2 at 10h30. Joined by the Country members on the off-ramp. From there to win-
ery for visit/tasting/purchase till 12h30. Lunch will be at the Shunting Shed in Bot river. Cape
Town members contact Jo Hitchcock on 021 939 3803. Country members to contact Frank
Pecheé 082 438 7403.

Christene Roberts from reach for a dream asked me to contact you. | would hereby like to intro-
duce myself, Joe Struwig, & | am the co-ordinator of an outreach called "live to race".

We are a group of sports car enthusiasts - individuals, owners & drivers who make ourselves, our
cars & our time available thru' events where we take children / guests out for an afternoon's driv-
ing at Killarney race track. we have hosted a couple of these events recently & we're aiming to do
at least four per anum. we currently have about 45 drivers / cars registered & expanding. our next
& final event for 2008 will be on Sunday the 12th of October - from 14:00 to 18:00 in the after-
noon. we are hoping to have at least 50 cars & around 100 children / guests on the day. please
confirm if you can attend. our partners in this outreach program include wpmc (Killarney), the
reach for a dream children's foundation, radio Tygerberg, & the support of numerous individuals
& small business.

I do hope to hear from you, you can email me on mignonstruwig@gmail.com or contact me on
083 419 5114 for any further or additional information. please forward this message to any other
sports car owners you know of.




Veterans Run - Koeberg Power (September)
Submitted by: Dieter Reck

][t’s Thursday and it's Veterans Run, and weather conditions are just as ordered: No rain in the
orecast!

Sharp at 10h15 a group of three B’s, one A, three TF's of the modern kind and two P’s (as in
plastic) set off from Woodbridge Island and made their way towards Koeberg Nuclear Power Sta-
tion. Coming from the far Somerset West end of town | was appalled to see the vast spread of
urbanization along the Bloubergstrand coastline. Seemingly endless rows of identical and pale
coloured box houses, half hidden behind security walls, lined the route, with not a shrub or a tree
in-between in sight. Once past these dreadful townships, however, we were greeted by almost
unspoiled nature with spring flowers on both sides of the road, in a multitude of bright and heart-
warming colours.

24 km outside town we arrived at the entry checkpoint to the power station and were pleased to
find that Garth Green had managed to catch up with us in his trusted and well traveled TD.

At the Visitor's Centre we were warmly welcomed by Melvin Miles, the General Manager of the
Plant. Tea and biscuits had been laid on for us at a presentation area which was filled with mod-
els, displays and information posters about Eskom’s business. Power generation by means of
atomic energy, coal, water and wind, as well as power distribution and the company’s concern for
the environment was explained in great detail.

Naturally my main interest was in the design details of the nuclear reactor containment building. It
is constructed of a 1 m thick post-tensioned concrete shell with a 6 mm thick gas tight inner steel
liner. It is claimed that it can withstand an earth tremor, a direct hit of an aircraft or a missile at-

A subsequent film show gave us more valuable information on the history of the plant, it's operat-
ing principles, safety features and the Nature Reserve that surrounds the whole installation. Due
to time constraints before lunch not too many questions were asked at the end of the show, but
enriched with a great deal of new wisdom we made our way back towards Town.

The Melkbos Skerm Restaurant had been booked as the venue for lunch, and braaied Angel fish
and Snoek as well as Lamb Potjie was enjoyed in a true Bushpub atmosphere. Thanks to Jo and
Philip Hitchcock for a most interesting and well organized outing in our MG’s

Veterans Run - Riebeecks Kasteel (August)
Submitted by: Ralph Clarke

There is something about an MG that makes one live in another world sometimes. Time is spent
on your pride and joy, all spit and polish and the next moment you take it out in the mud and
slush, braving the elements.

Thursday the 28th August was a typical case. The weather, heavy rain and blustery wind but It
cannot be avoided, so up with the hood and with a twinge of regret as we reversed our shining
black " B " into the driveway and rain. As the cockpit warmed up we felt quite snug and remi-
nisced on the days we used to participate as a young couple with our "P " Type on the OYSTER-
BEDS RALLY in similar inclement weather. The small and warm cockpit provided many fringe
benefits then, which the veterans are unable to enjoy now. We decided to duck under the rain
and arrived at the Engen N1 rendezvous at 9h30 with not another veteran in sight. Did we have
theh right day?. Eventually the intrepid veterans arrived and we were off to a prompt start at
10h00.

Ralph led in his Black " B ", the rest of the MG,s tucked in behind with two plastics following.

The route took us via Klapmuts on to the R44 and skirted Wellington for Hermon. This leg was
difficult with heavy rain, large trucks causing a visibility problem and danger in overtaking.

At the Hermon turnoff we were met by the Dallimore,s and the Taylor,s in their MGC,s who
then led the convoy on to our first stop at The HET VLOK venue. Here we enjoyed a super
spread of the various Olive and other preserved farm products.

At 12h15 we all proceeded to the Allesverloren Wine farm, where we were met by our genial host
Orlando Firmani. The farm has been in the possession of the Malan family for several genera-
tions including the first Nationalist government prime minister D.F. Malan.

We tasted a variety of excellent vintages including a superb international prize winning Port
wine.The visit to the farm was concluded by a conducted tour through the wine cellar.

Then in convoy to the BarBarBlackSheep restaurant where the menu catered for all tastes, in-
cluding wines with ominous names. | tried the red wine " BarBar Black " which must be the
equivalent of Riebeeck Kasteel,s Skokiaan. Having shared good fellowship with the MG family
and Lunch over, we wended our merry way home via Klipheuwel and Durbanville.

A super day enjoyed again by the veterans. Many thanks to Brian Dallimore for all the effort and
arrangements made.




Indaba 2008
Stage 1 : Cape Town to Oudtshoorn - Wednesday
Submitted by: George Davey

We met at the Winelands 1 Stop on the N1 at 09h00 on Wednesday 3™ September. “We” being Mike &
Dawn O’Keeffe who had arrived 2 days prior by train together with MGA from Johannesburg, Margie & | in
my MGA, Lester & Dinkie Braun in a MGF, Robin & Hildegarde Rich in their BGT, Dieter Reck also in a
BGT, plus Alan & Pam Young in a magnificent RV8. At 09h15 we were heading out in a bit of early morn-
ing mist toward the snow covered peaks of the Worcester mountains. Had a brief “pit” stop at the 1 stop as
we entered Worcester before setting off toward Robertson. At 11h15 we arrived in Montagu & our rendez-
vous with Stan & Lois Shield in their Mk. 2 MGA. Now we became the “ Magnificent Seven” as we roared
off into the sun & our next rendezvous with the “Napier” contingent. Ronnie’s Sex Shop was the chosen
meeting place for this rendezvous which is in the Karoo between here, there & nowhere. Here we were
joined by Frank & Moira Peche, Peter & Maureen James, and Tony & Liz Greenwood — all in MG TF's.
Plus Justin Moore who was trailering his MGA Twin Cam Coupe, Neville Davies driving Justin’s MGC, and
Brian Woodhams (UK ) driving Justin’s BGT V8. This group were driving on to Knysna so left Ronnie’s
shortly after our arrival to continue their journey. Had a pleasant enough lunch at Ronnie’s before setting
off to Calitzdorp where Frank & Moira, & Tony & Liz were spending the night. Stopped briefly in Calitzdorp
to taste & buy some Port before setting off on the last stage to Oudtshoorn where the rest of us were over-
nighting at the Kleinplasie resort. Arrived in Oudtshoorn at about 4pm & stopped at the Mall to get provi-
sions & liquid refreshments for our planned evening Braai. After much needed showers & bathing our
group met at the communal braai area and had a wonderful evening with much laughter & many MG sto-
ries. Next morning after a wonderful breakfast we were rejoined by Frank & Moira, Tony & Liz plus Roger
& Andrea in the TD & now we were 11 MG'’s heading toward Port Elizabeth, . . . & therein lies another
story, ... ...

Indaba 2008
Stage 2 : Oudtshoorn to PE - Wednesday & Thursday

Submitted by: Maureen & Peter James
Pictures on page 8

At last the long wait for the PE Indaba was over when we set off on Weds 3 September at 09:00 from
Napier in a convoy of 3 Moderns: Greenwood, James and Pechés. Our first stop was just outside Swellen-
dam, when our TF (modern) showed a great increase in water temperature. After some head-scratching
as to the cause, our friendly and extremely helpful mechanic, Michael of RSC, via cellphone, advised that
the water system needed bleeding as an airlock had occurred in the cooling system. This sometimes hap-
pens when the air conditioner and heater has not been used for some time. Out came the Greenwood
tools and the nut on the radiator was loosened for bleeding (Swellendam has a jinx on us for with our
superb MGA on our journey to Kleinplaas, Oudtshoorn, for the Cape Centre's Gathering last year (2007),
we had a valve seizure)! All's well that ends well, for our next landfall, after traversing the beautiful Tra-
douw Pass into Barrydale found us comfortably seated at The Road Kill Cafe (Ronnie's Sex shop). [Picture
1 The Napier contingent waiting for the CT lot]. George Davey and his entourage arrived shortly after us
and we welcomed them warmly. The fare and liquid refreshment went down well and the increased convoy
of 11, including 1 TD, 3 MGAs, 2 MGB GTs , 1 RV8, 4 MG TFs, then left for the Ou Drif Farm stall,
Louterwater (please NB George Davey), for lunch. Hildegarde mentioned that the Champions were en
route and should arrive after short while. Whilst enjoying the break and refreshment the low flyers landed
and joined everyone at the tables. At 13h00 the convoy, then numbering 12, started up for Joubertina and
a petrol stop. For those who have not experienced the comfort of travelling in a group for long journeys, it
is highly recommended, as so much expertise abounds which allays any anxiety for the travellers [as we
had found outside Swellendam]. At Calitzdorp some of the convoy spent the night while the rest of us went
on to last year's Cape Centre's Gathering at Kleinplaas in Oudtshoorn. Going through the Huisrivier Pass
before Oudtshoorn we noticed the lovely, rare Klapperbos in full bloom. [Picture 3 Klapperbos] The follow-
ing morning the Calitzdorpers joined us at 09:00 for the road to PE.

Day 2

As we drove along the R62, we weren't hassled by much traffic and noted the absence of numerous huge
trucks which abound on the N2. Safety is thus increased on this diversion from the N2. At 2pm the smell of
the sea reminded us that we were almost at Humansdorp where we joined up with the N2.

George led us up the steep hill up from the Gamtoos River on the way to Thornhill, where we had a wait for
roadworks. Everyone took the opportunity to stretch their legs and socialise while we waited. It was a
welcome break after having sat for such a long time.

On we went and were all so happy to see PE and the end of the long journey. Our friendly shepherd led us
on the Deal Party Road towards Grahamstown and then followed the freeway to Summerstrand without
any

major stoppages for traffic lights, that we would have met had we taken a shorter route through the city. It
would have been very disconcerting to have been left behind at that stage.

There were hundreds of MGs parked in front of the refurbished Summerstrand Hotel (previously Holiday
Inn)

and the parking attendant directed us well [Picture 2 Robin Rich] in the parking area]. Our first task was to
register [Picture 4 The Greenwoods and Margie van Zeil] and be presented with our gifts of Castrol oil,
badges, a superb travel bag, cosmetic bag for the ladies and sundries. That evening we had a cocktalil
reception party and later we all gratefully went to bed!




Indaba 2008
Stage 3: I-Bhayi Port Elizabeth - Friday
Submitted by: Derrick Smith

We were given the choice, but | think | jinxed myself by choosing to write about the Friday. Someone
seemed to really have it in for me that day as a fair number of things went wrong, but thankfully they all
turned out to be quite minor and were sorted out in the end.

We had driven up the previous day in ‘Lady Grey’, the ex-Dickon Daggitt 1939 MG WA Tickford, but
scraped in just after registration had closed, so the day started with me getting up extra early to wash the
car. | must add that the lateness had nothing to do with the speed at which we travelled, which was a com-
fortable 105-115km/hr on the open road, but rather because we had chosen to walk the cheetahs through
the forest at Tenikwa (www.tenikwa.co.za), just outside Plettenberg Bay, on the way up — a recommended
experience not to be missed! Anyway, | wanted to move the car closer to the tap, but she wouldn’t start —
the dual SU pumps ticked over normally, but when | pulled the starter cable — nothing! Absolutely dead!
So | just washed her in situ, as | had been nominated to be a ‘condition and cleanliness’ judge at the Con-
course d’'Etat that morning and needed to be at the judges meeting by 07h45 — and still didn’t want to miss
out on the fantastic hotel-style buffet breakfast!

Judging was a completely new experience for me. In my teens | had always helped my Dad prepare his
TC for a solid week before each Concourse (the only time | recall being allowed to stay up until the early
hours of the morning on a school night!), but had never been on the other side of the fence. There were
only 3 entrants (Lynton Hilliard-Lomas’ MG Midget, Roger Lewis’ MG TD and George Dehlen's MG TC),
but the overall standard was very high so | found it a bit more difficult than | imagined, but soon got the
hang of it. At the prize-giving on Sunday night it was learned that Lynton’s immaculate Midget had won
‘Car of the Day’, and Roger had won the T-type class.

It was then time to start thinking about getting to lunch. The participants had been divided into 2 groups at
registration — we were part of group A which meant that our Friday lunch was at the Falcon Rock Trading
Post, and on Saturday we would swop with the other group and lunch at Lalibela Game Reserve. We
push-started the WA, filled the tank around the corner and headed off on the 80km scenic drive, the major-
ity of which was along the coast south of PE, heading towards Jeffrey’s Bay. The wind had been howling
earlier (in true PE tradition) and although it had eased somewhat, it was still too rough to see the many
whales and dolphins that group B were rewarded with the following day. We were only a few kms out of
town when | reached into my top pocket for my sunglasses, only to realize that | had lost them sometime
during the morning’s activities — mishap no. 2!

Mishap no. 3 started soon after we turned inland. The car started misfiring on an uphill and | then noticed
that the petrol gauge was only showing less than a ¥ tank. | managed to pull off the road near the top of
the hill and assuming there was some sort of petrol leak, started checking, but couldn’t find any sign of it
under the bonnet, nor under the car. The engine was still running (remember | daren’t switch it off) and
actually didn’t sound too bad while not under load, so we decided to press on. But on the next long uphill,
it progressively got worse and worse until it cut out completely — and now the petrol gauge was showing
completely empty! Before setting out from Cape Town, | had considered that one most probably needed to
be a special kinda stupid to buy a 1939 car in April, and then travel less than 800km in it before setting out
on a 2000+ km trip in Sept — and | quite honestly thought this was now pay-back time. Luckily, Chris and
Karen Champion, and George Davey and Margie von Zeil were right behind us. Within no time Chris was
checking the fuel supply from both petrol pumps, but there was certainly no problem there. He then no-
ticed that the no. 1 plug lead had come off, but that still didn’t explain why it wouldn’t run on the other 5 cyl-
inders!? And then he noticed that the reduction drive on the back of the generator had wound itself back
until it was arcing against the distributor, causing more major havoc, including | presume canceling out the
petrol gauge! But now, even after the run, the car would still not start on her own — so a whole team of
people helped stop any traffic on the narrow road, and pushed a rather large lady through a 3-point turn
and off down the road. Many thanks to Chris, George and all others who stopped to help.

Without any further ado we arrived at Falcon Rock, which is a lovely country restaurant built in a rustic
thatched lapa style, where we were treated to a wonderful buffet spread of starters, mains (including a very
memorable waterblommetjie bredie) and desserts.

Convinced that we had had enough mishaps for one day, we decided to stick our necks out even further
and venture on to Uitenhage after lunch, for a tour of the VW AutoPavilion with some of the other members
of group A. Johan from the PE centre manages the museum and took us on a very informative tour of the
technologically advanced displays which showcase the VW and related brands. How one dreams of find-
ing an MG such as one of the VW Beetles displayed there — which had changed hands a nhumber of times
(always with the intention of being driven by the new owner), but for varying reasons had never covered
more than 800kms in total — talk about a time-warp!

Friday evening was the one evening when we were left to our own devices, but having had a rather event-
ful day and not being able to take the car out in the dark, we found a good movie on the telly, ordered room
service, and then hit the sack relatively early. The next morning the starting problem was found to be
caused by a loose wire on the generator, thereby ensuring the batteries were not being recharged properly




Indaba 2008
Stage 4: I-Bhayi Port Elizabeth - Saturday
Submitted by: Tony Greenwood

The programme of events stated that Friday night was free. They obviously weren't drinking with our
group! It was therefore nursing a severe case of apathy that | dragged myself out of bed at the ungodly
hour of 08HOO in order to honor my rash decision to write for Breed on today’s events. In need of a greasy
fry-up to line my stomach the hotel kitchen staff really came to the party. With this much oil on the food I'm
not surprised Castrol were the main sponsors.

Suitably refreshed at nine sharp | wandered into the car park looking for some sign of life and soon found a
small but enthusiastic group viewing the “tops only” judging. This event which judges the visible aspects of
the vehicle rather than the more rigorous Concourse d’état attracted fifteen entrants comprising of 1 x Mag-
net, 1 x VA, 1 x TC, 1 x TD, 2 x MGAs, 6 x MGBs, 1 x MGC, 1 x Midget and 1 x MGF . The judging was
very thorough and it was 10H40 before it was completed with honors going to Bill Daly of KZN for his 1936
MG VA.

Next it was the d’Elegance and d’Comique. Unfortunately there was only one entrant — so we didn’t have
to wait for the Gala evening to find out who won. Basil Jones and partner Cherri from Border in her 1968
MGB GT treated us to show by “spaced out” hippies complete with flowers, guitar, period music and sus-
pect smokes.

By 11h30 we were ready for the next event and so it was into the cars and for group A a 90 km run east
along the N2 to the Lalibela Game Reserve. Lalibela spans five eco systems and as a result of the diver-
sity of flora and fauna is able to sustain the big 5. It has three lodges to provide (I suspect predominantly
foreign) visitors with an “African Experience”. While the traveling small groups assembled we had drinks at
the outdoor thatched bar overlooking the beautiful surroundings and at about 13HOO we entered a large
boma for lunch. The tables were set in a circle around the stage and while we ate our starter we were
treated to a show of traditional Zulu dancing and singing. The main courses served from bain-maries in-
cluded Wildebeest venison and bobotie which were excellent. Indeed the only complaint was about the
price of drinks (particularly wine which was R120 per bottle). After desert there was more traditional danc-
ing and a chance to show your percussion skills when small drums were handed out so that everyone
could take part in the show. Not too many budding musicians in our lot! A leisurely drive returned us to the
hotel by 16h00 — just enough time for a little lie down (the day was definitely taking its toll on my delicate
constitution).

Saturday evening was billed as a Theme Dinner with required dress from the 60’s. A short 1.8 km drive
took us to the venue and the event kicked off at 20h00. Most people took the trouble to dress the part
however “yet again” it was Margie and George who took the prize for the best dressed couple (we’ll beat
you next time!). Margie wore a brilliant replica of a Mary Quant mini dress with matching hat (nice legs by
the way) and George who turned up in his usual clothes made an excellent hippy. We were definitely
robbed in the hula-hoop completion when yours truly (the Cape Centers champion) was unable to take part
in the final due a hula-hoop shortage. We had a buffet style three course meal which was again first class.
Even though we had ploughed through three full course meals during the day the dance floor remained full
as we bopped, twisted and rock n rolled to a live two piece band who played all the right music until the
festivities came to a close about midnight.

Then back to the hotel for a well earned sleep and tomorrow’s hangover!

Indaba 2008
Stage 5: I-Bhayi Port Elizabeth - Sunday
Submitted by: Stan & Lois Shield

The day started with driving tests held in the parking area of an abandoned Pick‘'n Pay Hypermarket.

Who would imagine Raymond Ackerman building a huge operation like that on the wrong site??!! Says
something about the cost of groceries!! A very good driving test site nevertheless!!

We were entertained by a number of intrepid MG drivers trying their best to miss plastic cones set out on
quite a tricky slalom course. Fortunately, we saw no mishaps and no broken machinery. A good lunch fol-
lowed at the Summerstrand Hotel, whereafter we attended a most interesting presentation about the Sand-
stone Estate in the Fouriesburg/Ficksburg area in the Free State. Unfortunately this event was not very
well supported — apparently a number of folk thought it was a property sales pitch, and stayed away.
Sandstone Estate is a very large farming operation producing mainly wheat and soya. When the farms
were originally purchased, they discovered on one, a number of very collectible vintage tractors, many in
working order. It was decided to keep these tractors and to use them, where feasible, in the farming opera-
tions. The collection has since grown significantly, and record-breaking events have taken place with hun-
dreds of vintage tractors, from all over the country, all ploughing together.

The next instalment occurred when the Midmar narrow gauge railway was donated to the estate - lock,
stock, and barrel! They transported the locomotive, rolling stock, and tracks from Howick to the estate, us-
ing farm transport, and justifying the cost on the basis of the scrap metal value! This train is now used to
transport crops from the fields to silos on the property. They have subsequently acquired a number of addi-
tional narrow gauge locos and boast the largest collection in the world — all in working order!! They have
even established a full blown loco restoration workshop in Bloemfontein!

Story number three is their association with the SA Army museum, and they have now built up a large col-
lection of military vehicles. Tanks, armoured cars, troop carriers etc.

The point was made that the tractor, train and military collections are now “full” and their latest quest is for
vintage farm machinery — threshing machines, combine harvesters, etc.




This really is an amazing conservation story — all of this has been achieved in 20 years — all supported by
the farming operations which were started in 1988!! As the estate is a fully operational farming business
operation, casual visitors are not admitted, but “group arrangements can be negotiated”.

( Jhb Centre recently had an event there | am told.)

Next on the agenda was the traditional charity auction with the very entertaining Clive Winterstein in atten-
dance. A health sum of money was raised for the Walmer Junior Primary school. We did not hear the final
total, but a single highlight was R650, paid for a TwinCam workshop manual! The Indaba closed with a
very good banquet held at the nearby Pine Lodge Resort.

Overall impression and comment.

The Indaba was very informal and relaxed — good food and accommodation — interesting outrides and en-
tertainment, and minimal programme “fuss and structure”. In all, most enjoyable.

Suggestion for the 2010 organisers — set up an info office at the base venue to cater for delegates’ queries
and concerns — this facility was lacking in P.E.

Pictures from:
Indaba 2008
Taken by Maurene
See article on pg 5

Indaba 2008
Stage 6: Back to Cape Town - Tuesday
Submitted by: Robin Rich

When we left the hotel on Monday morning we did not have far to travel as we were spending the day with
my sister and her husband.

Tuesday morning we had breakfast and left for Knysna, our next overnight stop. George and Liesel Winter
hosted us and Brian Woodhams. Brian is the Overseas Director of the MG Car Club-UK.

On our way to Knysna we had to be patient because of the road construction. Stormsriver area we had
some rain but otherwise a pleasant trip.

Tuesday afternoon and evening was scheduled for the Post Indaba Event organised by the MG Car Club
South Cape Centre. About 16h30 we left for the Knysna Yacht Club. When we boarded the John Benn we
were welcomed by familiar faces from the recent Indaba. This set the tone for the rest of the evening.

The cruise on the Lagoon was towards the famous Heads. Along the way numerous historical and inter-
esting aspects of buildings and landmarks were made known via the tour / cruise guide.

After the cruise the merriment continued at the Yacht Club. During the course of the evening Ross Lawson
(Chairman) welcomed us to this historical event. Historical in the sense that this was the very first official
event hosted by The South Cape Centre. At the Indaba the South Cape Centre was officially accepted as
a Centre. Brian Woodhams was asked to say a few words and so was Mike Allison of “The Magic of MG”
fame. We all signed the Attendance Register to place it on record that this was an event of serious histori-
cal value. The South Cape Centre’s first official event was actually an International event. Participants
were from the UK and all the South African Centres.

Congratulations to the SCC and all the best for the future!

This was a most fitting event to wrap up another most enjoyable Indaba!!

Pictures from:
Indaba 2008
Taken by George




Minutes of the MG Car Club General Meeting
Held on 10 September, 2008

General Meeting Minutes — September 10, 2008
Robin Rich welcomed members and guests.
Chairman: James Reinhardt

Roger Lewis provided feedback from Indaba

Brian Whoodhams (MG CC UK, director) handed over a plague commemorating the Cape Cen-
tre’s 60" anniversary.

There was a spirited discussion regarding convoy etiquette and local events. In future partici-
pants will be entirely free to drive at their own pace if, for whatever reason, they do not wish to
drive in convoy.

MG TF LE500 once again in the press.

Social:

Oct 19 — 60™ Anniversary Breakfast. Champagne at Signal Hill at 8h30 followed by brekkie at the
Range at 9h30. Buffet breakfast. (Approx R75 a head.) BRING MONEY NEXT MONTH!!!

Publications:
No caption contest ‘cause of lack of internet access to the Breed.

This may be the last year of a printed Breed. The difficulties in providing a printed Breed mean
that at some point in the future the Breed will become an ‘electronic only’ publication.

Cup of the Month:
Roger Lewis for ably representing the Cape Centre at the Indaba concourse.

Viv James — Provided a talk and slides on hi journey to Antarctica.

The meeting was attended by 39 members and 4 guest. 6 came in MGs.

Kicking Tyres
Submitted by Roger Davis

| am quite sure that when | passed my driving test at the age of 17 in 1960, if | had the where-
withal to purchase a Zephyr 6 or something equally as powerful, | would not be here today to
bore you with my ramblings. | would be dead. | was a terrible driver. Thank goodness all | could
aspire to was a 1938 Austin 7 Ruby. Even so, | did not have an accelerator but a switch. It was
either full on or full off.

Can you imagine the likes of me, as a newly licensed young shaver of today, rushing out at the
age of 17 and purchasing a pocket rocket. It does not bear thinking about.

I have come up with a wonderful solution that should be taken up by World authorities and that is
a power to age system of license.

The first vehicle a newly licensed young driver would be allowed would be a small microcar pow-
ered by no more than a 200 c.c. engine. This would be for 5 accident free years after which they
would qualify to step up in power to a 750 c.c. powered machine. After another 5 years a further
step up the qualification ladder and on to the 1600 cc limit. At the age of 30, the accident free
driver qualifies for open limit.

If however the driver is involved in any accident caused by them, they would automatically be
dropped down to the previous level and time period. What an incentive to keep a clean and acci-
dent free driving licence.




Correspondence

Hi all,

Thought | would write briefly and try to stay in contact. | get much pleasure from receiving The
Breed each month having been part of the group that put together the very first one. In fact | sus-
pect that The Breed and the MG Sports Car Register played no small part in the slow progress |
made in getting my first degree. My only complaint is that the current format/font is not easy for
old eyes.

I had hoped to bring the PB to PE as a late entry, in fact Ralph Clarke and | had a small bet as to
which of us would drive the oldest/furthest to be there. Unfortunately the driver of a Nissan 1400
bakkie felt he had the right to turn across my path one Sunday morning and destroyed my 1980
BMW R100RT motor-cycle and nearly me. Very sad about the bike as | had owned it for 24
years and had been riding for +50 before having a serious accident.

Spoilt record there.

| ended up in hospital with serious damage to my face, leg, ankle and foot which kept me firmly
from finishing the job of getting the PB back on the road. Three months later | still battle to walk
and cannot scull, but I have managed to get the ex George Kinnes Humber mobile following its
gearbox rebuild. 1 finished the installation the week before the accident while waiting for a bit for
the MG!

So Ralph you win, if you got there!!

Getting the PB engine re-assembled was probably the most frustrating job | have ever done.
Everything seemed to have to be done two or three times and my patience was really tested. |
even had to order parts from Barry Walker twice, which at R4,000 a go was an expensive time
waster. Anyway it is now just awaiting a few small things (block drain tap gone missing) and new
6v battery and it will be fired up.

BTW 6v batteries are very difficult to locate but | have found two sources in Gauteng, one a
sealed job, and there is apparently a company in Pietermaritzburg who also make them. Quality
unknown.

Keep up the good work and may all the old names keep appearing in The Breed.

With my thumb upHenry Watermeyer

Dear Editor,

Referring to the article in the August Breed “Notes from your Breed Editor” | would like to draw
your attention to the fact that the MG Car Club Cape Town does have a “Code of Conduct” with
regard to driving in Convoy.

Refer to Chapter 16 of the Constitution, where it is prescribed that the “Code” be published at
least once a year. The code normally appears in the Breed around January/February each year.
Refer page 3 of the 2008 February Breed.

What went wrong on the run you mention, | do not know, but it is/was incumbent on the organ-
iser to see that the code is adhered to. Having recently been to the Indaba, we had a convoy of
twelve cars and it was second nature for the rule to apply, and it did apply along the route to Port
Elizabeth. Travelling with the Veteran Group in the Club this has become “second nature”

Could be that the organisers of runs/outings should be given a copy of the “Code of Conduct” be-
fore each event.
Sincerely Frank

Notes from your Breed editor
Submitted by: Leanne Hewitt

Welcome to October and again | look out the window and wonder if Spring is ever going to get
here! Well wetsuit, goggles & flippers will be our first choice of clothing for the run this month.

I have taken what Henry has mentioned above to heart and increased the size of the font. | hope
you all can “see” the difference? Unfortunately we are rather limited for space in the Breed so
there are going to be times when | simply cannot use a larger font. | have to say when | look at
the Breed on my large format monitor ... it looks really good and if | zoom in enough the font is
HUGE *giggle* but | will try where | can to enlarge the text if only for the printed breed.

Have a great October all .... Leanne
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Classically British

Car Parts and Accessories

s Minor Spares
e modern MG TF

Specialising in MG, Triumph, Classic Mini and Morri

We now stock a range of service parts for th

NEW!
Parts catalogues available
Please visit our website for stock offers and new p  roducts
Www.classically-british.com email:info@ classicall y-british.com

Phone: Peter Flowers 021 975 4475 or 078 639 0151

TraX Interconnect (Pty) Ltd
SABS ISO 9002

Contact us for your through hole plated printed circuit

boards
Cape Town Johannesburg Durban
Factory and Sales Monica Darmanovic Shirley Jones
Frank Ellis Tel: 011 646-9341 Tel: 031 52-5939
Tel: 021 712-5011 Fax: 011 646-5504 Fax: 031 562-8988
Fax: 021 712-5798

For a wholesome meal
with fast and friendly service
Visit our restaurants at

Rosmead Avenue, Claremont Main Road, Claremont

6710622 6832669
Voortrekker Road, Goodwood Voortrekker Road, Parow
5917561 9395935

PARKADE
JEWELLERS ~ WATCHMAKERS

since 1961

REPAIR SPECIALISTS
Watches ~ Clocks ~ Jewellery

Stewart Woodcock
Parkade Mall (Pick 'n Pay)

56 Strand Street
Cape Town 8001

Tel/Fax: 021-4191977
Mobile: 084-7027785




