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FROM THE CHAIR �
With winter in full cry, and bits of it making 
their way through my lounge roof, I need 
some gentle reminding that in many ways, 
winter is the best time for classic motoring, 
especially of the open air variety.  The crisp, 
clear days of winter are absolutely superb for 
wrapping up warmly and heading out and 
about.  As some foolish mountain-climbing 
person once said, and I am fond of repeating, 
“There is no such thing as bad weather, only 
inappropriate clothing.” 
 
So many of the cars in the club are so 
seldom seen, I truly wonder what happens to 
them.  Do they get driven from one month to 
the next?  The fact is, cars, like musical 
instruments, age best when used.  The ills of 
disuse are worse than the ills of over-use.  
Systems and parts that wear out can always 
be replaced or repaired.  OK, it’s also true of 
parts that suffer from neglect, it’s just that it 
seems somehow more respectable to fix 
things that have been used up than to fix 
things that have rusted or otherwise decayed 
into unuseablilty. 
 
At the recent (and very interesting) dyno day 
recently, I was struck by two things: one was 
how much black smoke issued forth from 
some of the cars and the other was how 
gently some of the cars were used.  These 
two things are, I suspect, linked.  And yet, 
these were the cars that were actually out 
there, doing stuff.  Other cars, approximately 
200 other cars by my top-of-the-head 
arithmetic, lead very sheltered lives indeed. 
 
So, with that in mind, when there is a gap in 
the rain, and the roads have dried, take your 
MG out of the garage and go for a drive.  
(Hint: You may want to consider putting the 
battery on charge now.)  Consider it 
preparation and warm-up for September’s 
drive to Port Elizabeth for the National 
Indaba.  Please contact me, and tell me that 
you are interested in driving east in convoy, 
and I will start to put together a group of 
hardy souls to encourage one another over 
the travails of the road. 
 
And if you use your car, but do so without the 
club, get in touch and let us know what you 
get up to.  The Editor of the Breed is always 
looking for articles to publish. 
 
In closing, I am delighted to be able to 
announce that Brian Hogg has stepped 
forward as Club Historian.  With this being 
our club’s sixtieth anniversary year, I think it 
is right and proper that we have somebody 
who will ensure that the tangible (and 
intangible) tokens of the club’s history are 
properly documented and preserved. 
 
Dress warmly – it’s cold out! 
 
James 

Picture from: 
Veterans Run - Hout Bay 

29 June 2008 
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�CLUB CALENDACLUB CALENDA RR    

 

9 Wednesday 19h00 - General Meeting at Clubhouse - Guest speaker from Continental tyres  

12 Saturday Club Run Mid Winter Wine Tour (see details below on this page) 

13 Sunday Garage Meet (details on this page) 

31 Thursday Veterans Run to Villiersdorp (see details on page 3) 

….and the next month – September  

Wednesday 19h00—General Meeting at the Club House in Pinelands - Quiz Night!! 

Sunday Club Run—Mercedes Benz Collection (see details below on this page) 

Thursday Veterans Run to Riebeek Kasteel (see details on page 3) 

13 

17 

 28 

10 Sunday Aero Engined Special Garage meet with Rusty Crowhurst 

31 Sunday Triumph Club Karting event - Kenilworth (see details below on this page) 

Club Run - July 12th (Saturday) 
 
Mid Winter Wine tour for Paarl.  Meet at Engen-One-Stop N1 at 09h00 to depart 09h30 .  We will be visiting Kanonkop, 
Avondale and then Seidelberg - Lunch will be at Fairveiw for 1.30pm.  Contact Leanne:  021 685 3360 / 083 703 8558. 
 
Garage Meet - July 13th (Sunday) 
 
There will be a  MGA garage meet at Chris & Karin Champions house on Sunday 13th July 2008.  @ 10am. 
Chris is busy building yet another twin cam! 
 
Address and directions available from Pat Coyne on e-mail  pacman@kingsley.co.za   or  
Chris Champion:   crccape@iafrica.com tel:  082 443 4848 
 
Club Run - August 17th (Sunday) 
 
Visit to Graham Van Heerden’s Merc Collection.  We are meeting at 10.30am at the Waterfront Caltex petrol station  at 
main Cape Town enterance for a drive  via Milnerton onto the N7 then via Contermanskloof & Visserhok Road to Dur-
banville to be at Graham’s at 11.30am sharp.  Lunch will be at Avocado Restaurant at.  Please contact Pat Coyne to 
confirm:   pacman@kingsley.co.za 072 348 4493 or James Reinhart james.reinhardt@worldonline.co.za. 
 
Karting Event - August 31st (Sunday) 
 
The Triumph Sports Car Club Annual Karting Challenge will be 
taking place this year on Sunday 31 August at the Kenilworth 
Indoor Karting Track, and you are cordially invited to participate. 

The Challenge will take the form of a ‘Grand Prix’ style event, with 
2 qualifying races per driver (10 laps each), 2 semi-finals for the 
top 12 (15 laps each), and a final for the top 6 (20 laps). Racing 
will start with a drivers briefing at 10.30am, and we should be 
finished by 1pm.  There will be trophies for the top 3 places, plus 
a bottle of bubbly for the winner!  The cost to enter will be R170 
per driver. Spectators can come along and support/heckle for 
free! 

Interested parties can contact the Competition Secretary, Derek 
Hitchcock:  DerekH@bmh.co.za tel:   083 300 3011 to add their 
names to the the MG Car Club team. 

Next month – August  

This month – July  

Wednesday 19h00—General Meeting at the Club House in Pinelands (1 week earlier due to Indaba) 

 National Indaba in Port Elizabeth 

Thursday Veterans Run TBC 

      3 

      6-10 

     25 

  Whales & Wheels Car Show Hermanus 

Picture from: 
Register meet - Derek Hitchcock 

25 May 2008 
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Secretary’s Corner  
Submitted by:  Hildegarde Rich 

SOCIAL NEWSSOCIAL NEWS   

Veteran’s Run – July 31 st  (Thursday) 
 
Cape Town members meet at Engen 1 Stop on N2 at 10h00. Please let Jo Hitchcock know if you intend coming. 021 
9393803. Travel along N2 to Grabouw then on R 45 to Villiersdorp. Meet at junction of R45 and R43 outside Villiers-
dorp at 11h30. Overberg members to be at the junction by 11h30. John Glibbery, a member resident in the town will 
organise a tour of the places of interest. Thereafter lunch at Kelkiewyn.Those interested from Cape Town to advise Jo 
Hitchcock 021 939 3803.  Overberg members to advise Frank Peche 028 423 3018. 
 
Veteran’s Run – August 28 th  (Thursday) 
 
Veterans to visit Riebeek Kasteel.  Meet at the Engen-One-Stop on the N1 at 09h45 to leave at 10h00.  On arrival, at 
approximately 11h00, we shall visit Het Vlok for olive tasting and the purchasing of olive products.  At 12h15 we’ll be 
due for wine tasting at Allesverloren.  We are booked at the Bar-Bar Black Sheep Restaurant for 13h00.  This sounds 
like and experience not to be missed.  Our trip will include the route via the R44 to Wellington.  Then, still on the R44, 
to Hermon, where  we shall be met by Brian and Eileen Dallimore who will escort us to Riebeeck Kasteel via the R46. 
Contact persons:  Brian Dallimore:  082 957 0704 or Jo: 082 446 1092 / 021 939 3803 
 
Veteran’s Run – September 25 th  (Thursday) 
Bill and Lucille to inform us shortly. 

Birthdays in July  
 
2    George Stoddart 
3    Mike Kahn 
5    Pam Saunders 
8    Joy Marais 
9    Nico Montauban 
12  Richard van Riet 
13  Liesel Winter 
16  Toni Leach 
17  Margaret von Zeil 
18  Dawn Snell 
19  Gordon Howard 
21  Margaret Aubrey,  
Vernon Terrapon 
22  Mike Plows 
24  Mervyn Kushner 
25  Michelle Archbold 
30  Brian Snell 
31  Dinky Braun 

Please add to your Membership List: 
# 54  Alex & Mel Stewart,  Bergvliet.  Tel: 021 712 3641   Cell: 082 267 6300  eMail: stewfam@kingsley.co.za 
 
Please amend email address: 
Roger Davis : rwdavis@telkomsa.net 
Andre Swanepoel : Tel: 021 671 3942 
 
New  Member ratified at General Meeting, 11th June : 
# 1201  Donald & Lesley Waller,  Century City.  Cell: 084 868 1211    1967 MGB GT 
eMail: don.waller@icss.co.za 

Birthdays in August  
 
1    Michael Börgstrom 
2    Peter Jack,  Joy Watts 
5    George Davey 
6    George Slade 
7    Athol Hirst 
8    Karen Champion 
9    Barbara Collins 
10  Marjorie van Heerden 
12  Paul de Groot 
13  John Watts 

THE SA HOTRODS STREET FESTIVAL 
Date – Sat, 21 June 2008   Time – 09h00 onwards (Gates open at 07h30)   Venue – Killarney Racetrack     
Tickets – R40.00pp / U16 R20.00pp    Race entries - Wed 18th June 7.30pm till 9pm 
 
SA HotRods and the Western Province Motor Club (WPMC) have partnered to bring you the most eye-popping, action-
packed day of motoring magic to date, the SA HotRods Street Festival. Prepare to be amazed at Killarney Racetrack, 
on Saturday 21 June, with spectacular drag racing, drifting, gymkhana and amotor show. The day promises to enter-
tain all as an auto market, kid’s corner and food stalls, have been planned for the NEW pit facilities. If you are lucky 
enough to find your way into the VIP area, you may even rub shoulders with our local celebs and press. 
 
The reason for SA HotRods descent upon Killarney is the launch of SA HotRods’ hot new magazine (on shelves from 
the beginning of June) bringing about the main difference between this and other Street Festivals which WPMC has 
hosted in the past. SA HotRods celebrates Hot Rods,Street Rods,Custom Cars andMuscle Cars, so the all star line-up 
for the motor show will include these much coveted mean machines. There will also be monstrous V8’s tearing up the 
drag strip, as well as the other usual petrolhead offerings. 
 
Philippa Chesler (SA HotRods)  Tel: 021 551 2009  Email:  Philippa@sahotrods.com 

Picture from: 
British Sports Car Track Day 

6 April 2008 
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Minutes of the MG Car Club General Meeting  

Held on 14 May, 2008  

General Meeting Agenda – June 11, 2008 
 
Robin Rich welcomed members and guests George and Liezel Winter. 
 
The chairman provided an update of progress with plans to bring “Hedgehog” (T-type based single seater special to 
Cape Town). 
 
Feedback was provided on the possibility of MG’s taking part in the King of the Mountain hillclimb at Gydo Pass in No-
vember as part of the proposed MG Master Driver competition. 
 
Members were requested to keep their details up to date so that they could receive SMS communication of planned 
events. 
 
In the UK  Harry Crutchley, founder of MG Octagon Car Club for pre-56 MG’s passed away earlier this year. 
 
This month’s club run to take the form of a dyno day at Mace engineering in Retreat. 
 
Midwinter wine tour planning is well under way for July.  Note, this event will take place on Saturday July 12th. 
August – Planned visit to Mercedes Benz Collection in Durbanville. 
 
Registers: 
August – Sun 10th, meeting at Rusty Crowhurst’s garage.  Rusty is building a Merlin aircraft engined special.  
 
Results of the caption contest will be held over until the July meeting. 
 
Veterans: 
Veterans Award to Brian Hogg for organising the outing to Hout Bay.  Brian provided some detail of the visit to the 
David Lyons car collection. 
 
Secretarial: 
1 ratification – Don Waller,Century City.  1967  MGB GT 
 
Cup of the Month: 
Awarded to Jo Hitchcock for opening her home to a bunch of car reprobates with greasy hands and muddy shoes  (TD 
garage meet). 
 
Other Business: 
 
Invite to Jag/Land Rover presentation on sale to Tata corporation. 
Hot rods and muscle cars at Killarney on June 21 
Tubs of grease for sale at the bar at R10 each. 
Brian Hogg very kindly agreed to take on the responsibilities of club historian. 
The proposal was made that we investigate the possibility of using the Simonstown Naval Base road that was used for 
club hillclimbs in the past. 
 
The meeting was declared closed, and Dieter Reck brewed up his customarily magnificent gluhwein. 
The meeting was attended by 41 members and prospective members. There were only 2 MGs (despite the chairman 
claiming to have arrived in an MG 206 GTi in an attempt to up the numbers) 

Pictures from: 
Veterans Run - Hout Bay 

29 June 2008 
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Club Run - Visit to Mace Performance Dyno on Saturd ay 14 June 2008  
Submitted by:  Margie von Zeil 

Badge Engineering or Sour Grapes ? 
 
If someone asked me how I was planning to spend my Saturday morning, and I said: “I’m going to spend two hours 
watching old cars get tied down, rev their engines and puff out black smoke then write down numbers I don’t under-
stand – and I am going to have a GREAT time doing it” ….. you could hardly blame them for saying “yeah….RIGHT” 
 
But that’s how it happened and here are how the numbers looked: 
 

 
 
We were hosted at Mace Performance in Retreat, by “Hammy” & Hermann, who had given a short talk at the general 
meeting in May. 
 
Those of us who got to the premises a little early were treated to the sight and sound of a naked sports car roaring up 
and back down the road….watch the press for more of what is a new class of racer which will look similar to but appar-
ently much prettier than a mustang, with the minimum age of the driver given as 45 and due to be launched in August : 
if you are planning a mid life crisis – do it NOW !  
 
Dave Tudsbury was happy to be declared the winner with Robin Rich a delighted runner up. Early on in the event we 
had to decide that the Sunbeam Tiger “didn’t count”, which of course had NOTHING to do with it not being an MG - but 
seriously – we did need at least an MGC or an MGB V8 to compete with this Tiger ! 
 
Thanks to James and to Mace Engineering for making their premises available. 

Name Car Torque nM Horsepower 

Dave Tudsbury MG TF Modern 1.8l 161 148.4 

Robin Rich MG ZR 1.8l 158 143 

Joan Parker MG TD 1275 85 54.6 

James Reinhardt MG Midget 56 36,6 

C Wakeford MGA 1625 90 49,8 

R Crosier MGB 1.8 128 74.4 

P Roux MGB 1.8 127 75.8 

M von Zeil/ G Davey MGB GT 1.8 130 69.7 

R Wood Sunbeam Tiger 4.2l 300 209 

A Morris Sunbeam Alpine 1725 107 66 

Pictures from: 
Club Run - Mace 

Engineering 
14 June 2008 
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Veterans Run - Overberg - May 2008  
Submitted by:  Neil Bolton 

Last month’s Overberg Veterans run was held in conjunction with the Overberg Classic Car Club and we had some 
twelve cars of various makes and ages and around twenty people for a very interesting visit to a little known winery in 
Botrivier, followed by lunch at the unusual ‘Shuntin Shed’ restaurant. 
 
Unfortunately, slightly iffy weather on the day (which in the end turned out beautifully) persuaded several people to 
come in ‘modern tin’. Some stalwarts, however, including Doug Peiser, who arrived in his immaculate MGB and myself 
and wife who brought our little A-H Sprite, were among those who braved the weather in open topped cars – maybe 
this had something to do with the fact that we only had to drive from Hermanus. Jimmy Anderson and Frank Peche 
crewed the former’s MG Y-type, which didn’t miss a beat all the way from Napier. 
 
Organised by Frank – who apparently heard about it on the radio – the Feiteiras Vineyard is owned by Jose de 
Andrade (whose family hails from Madeira) and he is dedicated to producing Portuguese style wine in exactly the same 
way that his family has been making it on the island, for generations. Foremost in his ‘natural’ way of making wine is 
the use of the ‘Basket Press’ which, after the traditional ‘stomping’ of the grapes is used to extract more juice by using 
a huge log to exert more pressure on the grapes – somewhat in the manner of the traditional hydraulic car jack. 
 
After explaining the pressing process, Jose took us to the cellar and explained how the wines are matured in oak bar-
rels until ready for bottling. An interesting aside in the cellar was his demonstration of how different barrels affect the 
wines differently. His offer to demonstrate this had people sniffing around the barrels as though they were all ‘wine 
masters in the making’. 
 
The group then visited the farm’s very pleasant tasting room where, in deference to those who had to drive, Jose of-
fered only two wines for tasting. These were a very dry white Portuguese wine called Verdelho and a spectacular Cab-
ernet Sauvignon. Some hilarity was caused when, asked why there were no spittoons he replied “if you are old enough 
to drink, then you are old enough to swallow”. 
 
After the tasting we repaired to the Shuntin Shed restaurant, which is located in the old railway station and were of-
fered an extensive menu, although most selected lighter meals from the bar menu. Replete and with a couple of cases 
of wine in the boot, we had a great run back to Hermanus, to round off a very enjoyable day. 

Veterans Run - to Dave Lyons, Hout Bay on Thursday 29 June 2008 
Submitted by:  Robin Rich 

Writing this article is probably my punishment for not being a regular at the Veteran outings.  The Veteran Run to Dave 
Lyons  was organised by Brian Hogg.  Brian did very well and although the weather was not perfect it could have been 
worse.  Thank you again, Brian. 
We met at the Constantia Shopping Centre.  When we arrived there were a number of veterans already.  It was most 
interesting to see the new arrivals and what they drove.  Someone who has surprised us off late is Derrick Smith.  First 
him and Malcolm arrived at the T-Register meeting in Derrick’s recently acquired “Lady Grey”.  This is the ex Dickon 
Daggitt 1939 MG WA.  This time Derrick arrived in Malcolm’s recently acquired 1973 MGB GT V8.  Needless to say, he 
could not stop smiling. 
Back to the event.  Brian led the convoy to the residence of Dave Lyons in Hout Bay.  We duly arrived and made our 
way to the garages where Dave’s collection is housed.  Garages is probably an insult in this instance because what we 
saw and experienced was more like a live museum. 
Dave must be the owner of the best collection of collectible vehicles in Cape Town.  We were welcomed by Dave offer-
ing us bubbly and orange juice and tasty eats.  I am sure the excellent catering was done by Dave’s wife, Janet.  When 
you look at the membership list of the motoring clubs Dave belongs  to, do not be misled by the noted vehicles in the 
list.  This modest man owns many more than listed. 
His garages are built in a U-shape and comprise at least 18 garages.  There you will find from a humble Datsun Z-car 
to a priceless Bentley. 
Dave explained that his collection was done as an enthusiast and he bought the cars which appealed to him.  This 
particular Bentley has a MG Car Club connection as it was in the late Brian Porter’s family for some 38 years.  Some 
vehicles are international currency and when you are in that league, the family becomes very small.  The family of the 
original owner of the Bentley contacted Dave recently.  They explained that they were clearing out some long stored 
stuff and came upon the original owners’ manual of the Bentley.   Would he be interested in buying it?  This just added 
more value to the Bentley. 
Dave’s American vehicles are well represented by Ford, Chevrolet, Pontiac and Packard.  The Continental vehicles are 
represented by Mercedes Benz, Alfa, Lancia, Ferrari, Jaguar and MG.  The MG is a 1936/39 TA.  The production run 
of the TA was only 3003.  Then there are a few motor cycles mainly BSA and one Honda. 
All this is supplemented by the display of numerous antiques.  If you are missing a propeller assembly for the Dakota 
you are rebuilding, have a word with Dave! 
Dave takes a lot of care to ensure that his collection is stored under near ideal conditions.  Each vehicle has a quality 
dust cover and dehumidifiers are in place to do their job. 
We could have spent the rest of the day with Dave but Brian still had to take us to the lunch venue.  As a token of ap-
preciation a MG Car Club badge was presented to Dave by Brian. 
Then it was off to “The Look Out” for lunch.  Brian did a very wise thing when he negotiated the lunch.  Fish and chips 
and “something else” for all of us. 
The fish and chips (and veggies) were duly served and enjoyed be all. (Bokkie, fish is good for you). Then the 
“something else” was served.  This was obscene!  Can you imagine 3 (three) scoops of ice cream and chocolate sauce 
for desert!  I personally did not partake but from the remarks around me it was very well received.  Now, wait for it!  All 
this for only R50.00 per person!! 
Thank you again Brian, we enjoyed the outing. 
In closing, our real thanks and appreciation must go to Dave and Janet Lyons. 
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Regarding the 500g Pots of Grease for sale at R10.0 0 at the club house on 11/6/08.  Marked as:- Caltex Multimotive 2 Multipur-
pose EP Grease with calcium complex soap and a special rust inhibitor NLGI Service Category GC-LB  
Discription  
Premium Multipurpose Grease containing a calcium complex soap that gives good water resistance and EP Properties.  Also contains 
a special rust inhibitor.  Grey/Green in Colour.  
Explanation of Soap  
General term for the salt of a fatty acid.  Ordinary washing soaps are those of sodium and potassium.  The soaps of lithium, sodium, 
calcium, barium and Aluminium are the principal thickeners used in grease making.  
Typical Applications  
For all automotive grease applications, including wheel bearings (particularly with Disc Brakes)  Chassis points, Ball joints and fifth 
wheels.  Excellent for boat trailer wheel bearings.  Also industrial lift trucks, loaders and plant vehicles.  Recommended for many in-
dustrial applications where a grease of this type can be used advantageously, but not for centralized lubrication 
systems.  
Customer Benefits  
Resists water washing – GM approved – provides long life lubrication – protects against rusting – protects against heavy and shock 
loads.  
Key Properties  
      Grade 2 
Acetate complex Mass %   26 
Penetration, worked at 25deg   285 
Dropping Point Degrees C   290 
Oil Viscosity, cSt at 40 deg C   195 
          cSt at 100 deg C   14.3 
Timken OK load, kg     25 
 
Explanation of Timken OK Load  
Maximum load a lubricant will withstand without failure due to breakdown of the lubricant film, as determined on the Tinken EP Lubri-
cant tester.  
Explanation of Dropping Point  
The temperature at which the first drop of liquid separates when a grease is heated under prescribed conditions.  
Explantion of EP  
Extreme pressure.  Chemical compound imparting extreme pressure characteristics to a lubricant with the objective of reducing wear 
under conditions where rubbing or sliding accompanies high contact pressure, as in heavily loaded gears. 
 
Taken from a caltex product guide book 1983              
Knock-on 

Grease for Sale  
Submitted by:  Mike Plows 

Register Meet—Derek Hitchcock’s TD - 25 May 2008  
Submitted by:  Joan Parker 

Part I:  
An excellent turnout of 32 members and a good selection of MGs (including TDs) gathered at the home of Philip and 
Jo Hitchcock on the 25th May 2008 to see the ‘caterpillar turned into a beautiful butterfly’. 
 
It was wonderful to see this restoration of the ex Brian Hogg TD taking shape – the attention to detail of real profes-
sional enthusiasts is evident and Derek and Philip need to be congratulated. It is also very apparent that Jo and Esme 
have been very supportive and have fed the workers well. The teas that Jo has laid on for the two Register meetings 
are proof of this! 
 
Brian gave some background to how he acquired the car and its past history and this is given in Part II (see below) 
 
 Photo in garage – Derek’s TD with Brian Hogg chatting about its history. 
 
Derek’s TD was completely stripped down to the last nut and bolt shortly after he acquired it from Brian. The wood 
frame has been replaced with new ash bought locally. Templates were made from the old existing wood, the new wood 
was roughly cut and then many painstaking hours were spent by Derek with a spoke shaver to achieve the perfect fit.  
 
The chassis was sandblasted and painted with Hammerite and the body panels were stripped chemically and spray-
painted black with two-pack (Standox Plascon).  Many hours (and much soul searching) have been spent to ensure 
that the body panels are aligned and the result is a splendid straight TD. Fitting the windscreen has been a labour of 
love – ask Philip!   
 
The engine has had a complete rebuild with 80 thou oversize pistons. New pushrods, larger valves and new springs 
have been fitted and the compression ratio raised to 9.1:1. A new improved cam and a steel billet Crane crank (to take 
a Chevy seal), which was specially ordered from Brown & Gammons when Derek & Philip visited the UK last year, will 
ensure that this will be a very reliable (and non-oil-drip) motor.  
 
I coveted the 5-speed gear box and I’m definitely going to start looking for a Sierra box in the scrap yards or alterna-
tively I will need to put an offer in for Robin’s car!! 
 
 Photo of 5-speed gearbox 
 
An original authentic wiring loom is in place, the refurbished instruments from Vintage Restorations have arrived this 
month and the upholstery kit (from Moss) is in the process of being fitted. 
 
It won’t be long before we will be able to welcome another TD back on the road.  
 
Photo of Derek on his first outing in his TD 
 
Derek, can I be so bold as to say that there will be an inaugural run in the spring? T-type owners, start preparing your 
cars as this will be a special event for T-types and MMM cars only - don’t miss out on this very special outing (watch 
this space). 
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Register Meet - Derek Hitchcock’s TD - 25 May 2008  
Submitted by:  Brian Hogg (original owner of Derek’s TD) 

Part II  
 
I was a member of the MG Car Club in Scotland and had owned an MGA and an MGB. On arrival in Cape Town in 
1973, I immediately joined the MG Car Club – Cape Town Centre and resolved to get an MG as soon as possible. We 
went on a Club week end away outing to Ceres then on the way home followed several of the MGs and was particu-
larly impressed with the TDs so I resolved to find a TD. I looked at one which had been languishing in a garage in To-
kai for many months and was a bit tatty also it had a broken half shaft (which was rare as hen’s teeth in these days). I 
was then put in touch with Roger Croft who also lived in Tokai and had a very nice black TC (ex? Rabe) {which was 
many years later sold to Basil Landau – the then MD of Leyland South Africa}. Roger had this dull maroon TD with 
metallic green wheels which he wanted to sell so after a quick trip up the Ou Kaapse Weg we did the deal.  Roger was 
rather vague about the previous details of the TD but on the back of the front CA number plate I found an OB number 
but enquires to Bloemfontein Traffic Dept did not produce any joy. 
 
I quickly changed the wheels to silver and rubbed down the maroon and repainted it seafoam white. In these days of 
strict exchange control, parts were virtually impossible to obtain as individuals could not acquire import permits and 
Moss Motors, B&G etc had not started up supplying MG parts. It was necessary to fossick about in the local spares 
shops such as Bournes in Wynberg and Symkins in Claremont to find old stocks and if you were lucky you turned up 
gold. So it was that I found some XPAG pistons, main and big end bearings, semi finished camshaft bearings etc etc, 
sufficient to allow me to set about an engine reconditioning project. I had to sleeve the bores to suit the pistons and 
hardchrome the crank to suit the bearings, normally one would, of course, machine the components then fit the correct 
size of parts. I also managed to find a brand new cluster gear but could not find new gears so had to rebuild the gear 
box with the new cluster gear, new roller/ball/needle bearings but with the old gears.  
 
I managed to put it all together, with nice new red leather seats, in time for Garth Green and myself to set off with the 
Cape Town contingent to the first National Gathering (Indaba) in East London in October 1974. With a few mishaps we 
made it there and back. The TD was thereafter used extensively on Club outings and as regular transport for both An-
nie and I. In 1975 it was joined by the green MGA, so Annie and I had an MG each. 
 
In 1976, during one our MG “Demonstration Runs” at Killarney which were thinly disguised handicap races, I was set 
off after Joan Parker and after a few laps tried to overtake the Galloping Doctor at Damps Dip when I lost the back end 
and shot off sideways into the sand which had the effect of stopping the sideways wheels whilst the top part, including 
me, carried on resulting in the TD rolling over and coming to rest upside down with me underneath. The first person at 
the scene was Joan who, with superhuman strength, managed to turn the TD back on to its wheels. The damage was 
minimal and I managed to attend a register meeting at Garth’s house in it the next day. This incident prompted me to 
do a decent rebuild as I had spent time collecting many of the necessary bits n’ pieces. When I stripped all the paint off 
I found that virtually every body part was a different base colour there was red, green, yellow, blue and white, so what 
the original colour was I have no idea. As almost all the Cape Town TDs were white/cream I decided to paint the TD 
red just to be different and I had always liked red on a TD.  
 
Annie preferred the TD to the MGA and used it for years on the run from Meadowridge to Fish Hoek over the Ou 
Kaapse Weg whilst she was working at False Bay Hospital, complete with two small children as passengers.  As the 
children out grew the TD we acquired a succession of ZB Magnettes to accommodate them and the dogs but the TD 
and the MGA still came out on hidays, holidays and MGCC runs. Later on a short wheel base Series 3 Land Rover 
replaced the TD as Annie’s favourite so the poor TD became used mainly for parking. As a swansong it did success-
fully complete the 1999 TD 50th Anniversary Tour thereafter the poor old thing sat in the garage unused and unloved 
for about six years until Phillip Hitchcock persuaded me that it would be much better in the tender loving care of his son 
Derek who was desperately looking for a TD.  
 
The rest, as they say, is history. At the register meeting, I was delighted to see the work that Phillip and Derek had 
done in remanufacturing, rebuilding and renovating to the TD and to such a magnificent standard. I am sure that the 
TD is much happier as it is now than it was sleeping in my garage.   

Pictures from: 
Register meet - Derek Hitchcock 

25 May 2008 
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Morgans, Gaydon 50th Spridget Anniversary Brookland s Car & Plane Museum  
Submitted by:  Peter James 

We were fortunate enough to fly to the UK for 3 weeks during June.  We arrived @ Heathrow's Terminal 4 (T5 
closed).  Once again there was an unbelievable trek to customs  while competing with hundreds (and hundreds) from 
various parts of the world.  However, the Customs  officer was supremely human, friendly and welcoming.  We were 
picked up by our son; yes, the luggage in the 747 hold arrived, untouched and we were off to the beautiful Cobham 
country residence.  On Monday we hired the Peugeot with our son loaning us his Tom Tom, controlled by 7 satellites, 
without which we would still be trying to find Heathrow for our return.   
  
We set off for Mid Wales and visited a relative who had a lady friend who had recently retired.  She used her package 
to buy a brand new Morgan Classic - we were then both treated to a hair-raising venture through the lovely hedged 
lanes and then ordered to visit the Morgan factory in South Malvern. 
  
Setting the Tom=Tom with the Morgan Street address and requesting country roads, not highways, we were taken on 
an unbelievable navigation trip.  When only 5 kms away (yes been in the UK it is metres and kms), Jane, the guiding 
voice said, "Turn right" but 2 kms up the road we were met by "Road up" signs.  We turned around and retraced our 
route to our where Jane had  told us to turn -of but Jane plotted an alternative route for us!  Twenty minutes later, after 
following the screen and her instructions, she said, "You have reached your destination".   Just 3 m on the left was an 
open gate with MORGAN emblazoned on it.  Wow - I wish I could have had Jane and her Tom Tom during my deep 
sea navigating! 
  
The family Morgan Factory is truly an old-fashioned car factory where all work is done by hand!  All metal panels are 
even hand contoured.  After touring the factory twice we set off for Worcester where, through a relation, we were able 
to buy a completely refurbished oil pressure and temperature gauge for our MGA 1600. 
  
Our next stop was at Gaydon for the Spridget 50th Anniversary - about 1500 specimens were on show.  Unfortunately 
there was a very unfriendly atmosphere with no joyful celebration, nothing - with only a handful of spares stalls.  How-
ever, the Heritage Museum, for which, as Midget owners,  we had paid the entrance fee when we applied to take part 
in The Big (Spridget) Party.  We can certainly recommend a visit to the superb museum, as it housed the earliest 
cars as well as MG Record breakers. 
  
Next on the list was  Brooklands in Weybridge witch also had a wonderful Motor Museum static aircraft display includ-
ing the Hawker Hunter, Harrier, Concord  as well as the 40th   scale Concord which  was moved from Heathrow to 
Brooklands.  here we discovered the "NAPIER RAILTON" a 24 litre monster of a car. 
  
Pubbing was a no-go-area as the house wines started of at R65 a glass.  Exotic dream cars were to be seen every-
where, plenty of MG TF(new) and literally thousands of Mazda MX 3s. 
  
Finally we went off to Terminal 5 (now back in operation) where we parked our luggage trolley in a designated area, 
only to be confronted by five overarmed police officers who were highly upset by our disbanded cargo. When they were 
shown the pictures of the trolley in the parking area complete with luggage, they quickly backed down and agreed that 
the signage was wrong. 
  
Shortly after take-off in the BA 747 we were welcomed by the Head Steward speaking perfect Afrikaans - that made us 
feel really at home.  And so, we are back to the rural quiet and friendly Napier, our own bed and cars and our ever-
faithful watchdog geese. 

Pictures from: 
Overberg Veterans Run 

May 2008 
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Caption Competition & notes from your Breed editor  
May Submitted by:  James Reinhardt  June Submitted by: 

Submissions from May to be voted on at July meeting,  winner gets a cold 
one. 
 
We've heard of "Ham-fisted" but "HAMM-wheeled" ? 
“Despite his critics, Eugene was determined to prove that he could drift a steam 
roller.” 
"Founder member of the MGCC CTC expresses his/her opinion ON the newer, 
modern MG" 
“Never mind, that will polish right out.” 
Despite a career change, Lewis Hamilton would not mend his ways. 
“I was just trying to squeeze the last few drops out of the petrol tank.” 

TD Electrics & Repairs  
Submitted by:  Garth Green 

You may recall the article I wrote a few years ago concerning the reliability of the ignition system in my TD. While 
nipping along the N2 on the way to the Indaba at Port Alfred in 2002 I got to thinking how many times the contact 
breaker points opened and closed. My calculations showed that on that trip alone they would have opened and closed 
no less than 10 million times - and the engine never missed a beat. Quite remarkable. 
 
Since then the points have had no attention and the engine still fires on every cylinder, every rev. Until on one recent 
outing, that is. Having carried out several necessary maintenance operations a test run was called for. Couldn't wait, 
actually. The car had been off the road for four months occasioned mainly by an inexplicable delay in retrieving the 
front shock absorbers from the "expert" who had overhauled them and fitted seals to (hopefully) eliminate the 
persistent oil leaks that have plagued them from Day 1. So, it was off in the direction of Ou Kaapse Weg. Good start. 
After four months the battery still had its charge and the engine started first time. But the odd misfire showed up, 
getting more frequent as I neared the mountain. It was a bit of a struggle but we got to the top where I pulled off into 
the view point parking area..Verticalising the windscreen, I lifted the bonnet and the cause of the misfire was staring 
me in the face. The distributor cap was hanging from the high tension leads and was about a centimetre above the 
body of the distributor to which it should have been firmly fixed! And the engine had still been running! I must have 
loosened it while cleaning the engine as I waited for the shocks to be returned. Clipping it back on gave it a new lease 
on life and it ran smoothly once again. It was really amazing that it had run at all. 
 
Other jobs carried out during this time were the replacement of the water pump with my spare pump which had been 
overhauled by Robin Rich. Hopefully now idling in a traffic jam will no longer give rise to steam issuing forth from the 
radiator overflow. The cause of such over heating was found to be a "dribble"of solder effectively blocking about two 
thirds of the inlet to the pump. Must have been residue from the last recoring of the radiator many years ago which had 
eventually worked its way to this spot where it had lodged. The steering rack was also given a new bush but again the 
"expert" did a shoddy job, returning the rack to me with the two bolts holding the cap on the lower end of the pinion 
shaft missing, as well as the two spacers fitted either side of the pinion itself. These were eventually all found in the 
box of odd nuts, bolts, etc on their workbench (bits left over after a job was finished but had not found a home on the 
item being worked on) after I had insisted that they had to be somewhere on the property. 
 
One bit of good news that showed up during this period was a service provider that I can whole heartedly recommend 
to you. The rear wheel of my motorcycle was wobbling around some due to wear of the rear fork spindle. The bushes 
were fine but the shaft had worn so it was hard chromed and ground by Eagle Hard Chrome and Grinding, Auckland 
St, Paarden Eiland. The job was done quickly and at a reasonable price, and handled courteously. 
 
Good luck to all of you when carrying out such repairs and maintenance on your cars. 

Here with your July caption competition picture for 
the July competition. 
 
Please submit your caption’s for this photo via e-
mail to your editor:  leanne@perform.co.za on or 
before Wednesday 11 June or you are welcome to 
hand it over in person at the June meeting. 
 
Submissions of pictures can be e-mailed to your 
Breed editor. 
 
My sincere apologies for the lateness of the July 
Breed.   
 
Please be so kind as to have all submissions for 
the August Breed finalised and e-mailed to me by 
no later than 19 July. 
 
Here is wishing every one a fantastic July. 
Regards Leanne 
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For Sale :  
M.G TF 
160, 2002. 
S i l v e r . 
Black soft 
t o p , 

includes silver hard top. Kenwood cd 
player.  R125 000. Good condition.  
Caera O'Shaughnessy 083 285 7168 

For Sale:  
It is in 
very good 
condition, 
has got 
w i r e 

wheels and in every day use.Recent 
roadworthy done.British Racing Green.  
Ideal little gentleman's car.  Price:R65 
000 or nearest offer.  Contact:  Ray Muller 
082 415 0077. 
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For a wholesome meal 
with fast and friendly service 

Visit our restaurants at 

Rosmead Avenue, Claremont         Main Road, Claremont 

               6710622       6832669                 
Voortrekker Road, Goodwood       Voortrekker Road, Parow 

               5917561                                       9395935

TraX Interconnect (Pty) Ltd 
SABS ISO 9002 

 

Contact us for your through hole plated printed circuit 
boards 

     Cape Town  
Factory and Sales 
    Frank Ellis 
Tel: 021 712-5011 
Fax: 021 712-5798 

Johannesburg 
Monica Darmanovic 
Tel: 011 646-9341 
Fax: 011 646-5504  

 

          Durban  
       Shirley Jones 
    Tel: 031 52-5939 
    Fax: 031 562-8988 

 

PARKADE 
JEWELLERS  ~  WATCHMAKERS 

since 1961 
 
 

REPAIR SPECIALISTS 
Watches ~ Clocks ~ Jewellery 

 
Stewart Woodcock 

 
Parkade Mall (Pick 'n Pay)     
56 Strand Street                           Tel/Fax: 021-4191977  

   Cape Town 8001                           Mobile: 084-7027785                 

Classically British  
 

Car Parts and Accessories 
 

Specialising in MG, Triumph, Classic Mini and Morri s Minor Spares 
 

NEW!   We now stock a range of service parts for th e modern MG TF 
 

Parts catalogues available 
 

Please visit our website for stock offers and new p roducts 
 

Www.classically-british.com  email:info@ classicall y-british.com 
 

Phone: Peter Flowers 021 975 4475  or 078 639 0151 

 

 
 


